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THE HEAD OF 
INNOVATION™ 

The original Fox Pawtector revolutionized the fit 
and feel of motocross gloves. Through years of 
relentless innovation, Fox continues to deliver 
the most connected feel to the motorcycle. 
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foxhead.com.au 


www.facebook.com/foxheadaustralia 


O @foxheadaustralia 





GET IT AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER NOW! 


C&R Imports | Ph 03 9587 5077 
www.candr.com.au 
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DEBUTING THE ALL-NEW BAULECROSS 

TAYLOR BLITZES ALL.!! 


INTERMEDIATE TERRAIN 


HARD TERRAIN 


MamCROSS EIMDURO 



The worlds most technically advanced MX tyres! 

100% Made in Japan 


• Asymmetric Front Pattern 

• Optimized Compounds 

• Castle Block Rear 



• Anti Degradation Construction 

• Cooling Fins 

• Wider Terrain Application 


Exclusive Australian dtsbitxjtor - McLeod Accessories 

mci_eooHreePH 1300 300 191 www mcleodaccessones.com au 






Rear: 

Raised Castle Block Tread 

Higher surface block contained 
within-a-block. (Shown in red) 
Superior compounding and 
castle block design. Outstanding 
traction and grip on tap when 
you need it most. 



Rear: 

Cooling Fins 

Moulded onto each 
sidewall. Technology 
designed to reduce 
carcass temperature, 
and provide you with 
performance that 
factory riders could 
only dream of. 


Front: 

Asymmetric Pattern 

Optimized compounds 
and block placement. 
Massively improves 
braking and cornering 
performance. 


BATrLECROSS X4U 


BATTLECR05S X3D 
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INTERMEDIATE 

HARD 

TERRAIN 

TERRAIN 

TERRAIN 
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THE TEAM 


Canard lands on Reed 

RACING INCIDENTS 
AND PETITIONS 


By the time you read this, the hype surrounding 
the Canard/Reed clash may have subsided, but 
when we went to print the debate was running 
hot on who was in the wrong and whether or not 
the officials made the right call in black 
flagging Reed. 

The initial incident was obviously Canard’s 
fault. He misjudged Reed’s line and jumped 
down the inside in an effort to take away Reed’s 
line, despite being a full bike length behind. This 
resulted in Canard landing on Reed and both 
riders going down hard. Reed was clearly upset 
(as you would be) with the move as he went to 
pick his bike up, and when they remounted Reed 
nudged Canard up the inside, putting him into a 
tough block and over the ’bar. However, at the 
time Reed connected with Canard, Trey was 
reaching for a tear-off and had one hand off the 
’bar, which would have made the block pass look 
worse than it was. 

Either way you look at it, I believe it was ‘just a 
racing incident’. To black flag Reed was a tough 
penalty, despite the AMA taking a harsh line on 
retaliatory moves mid-race. A fine definitely 
would have sufficed, after all Reed did get landed 


on and I don’t think anyone can say they wouldn’t 
react the same, espesially when Canard could 
have avoided it. 

Hopefully, Reed will bounce back and, 
hopefully, next time control his emotions (easy for 
me to say sitting on the couch watching the race 
with beer in hand) and retaliate with a race win. 

To other news. On page 66 you will see a 
petition for rec reg in NSW. While this one is 
directed at the NSW state government, similar 
petitions could be used to wake up the ruling 
powers in other states. 

The reason NSW was first cab off the rank for 
this petition was because the state government in 
Sydney is up for re-election in the next few 
months and they are the closest to getting rec reg 
over the line, 15 years after Victoria and 
Tasmania in 1999! So, for all those who like 
complaining about the cost of registration for your 
dirtbike, get on board and sign the petition! 

In the third, and final, instalment of the rec reg 
feature series in ADB (Issue #429), we will have 
petitions for all the other states where other 
people are pushing for this brilliant form of 
dirtbike registration. 
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BELRAY.COM 



FLEX YOUR ENGINE 


1 WATERPROOF GREASE 

2 SUPER CLEAN CHAIN LUBE 

3 FOAM FILTER OIL 

4 THUMPER RACING SYNTHETIC ESTER 
BLEND 4T ENGINE OIL 

5 6 IN 1 ALL PURPOSE LUBRICANT 

6 HIGH PERFORMANCE FORK OIL 

7 SUPER DOT 4 BRAKE FLUID 

8 HVI RACING SUSPENSION FLUID 


FRICTION MODIFIED THUMPER 
RACING 4T ENGINE OIL 

10W-30 • 10W-40 
Size: 1 liter 

• Formulated for motorcycles with 
separate engines and transmissions 

• Reduces friction 

• Increases horsepower 

• For air-cooled / liquid-cooled 4T 
engines (not for wet clutches) 

API SM.JASOMB 




WORKS THUMPER RACING 
SYNTHETIC ESTER 4T ENGINE 

10W-50 

Sizes: 1 liter, 4 liter 

• Synthetic ester formula for the 
ultimate Thumper experience 

• Withstands extreme racing conditions 

• For air-cooled / liquid-cooled 4T 
engines with wet clutches 

API SM.JAS0MA2 


THUMPER RACING SYNTHETIC 
ESTER BLEND 4T ENGINE OIL 

10W-40 • 15W-50 

Sizes: 1 liter, 4 liter, keg, drum 

• Synthetic blend for racing engines 

• Maximum horsepower and consistent 
clutch performance 

• Wear protection for valve-trains, rings, 
cylinders and pistons 

• For air-cooled / liquid-cooled 4T engines 
with wet clutches 

API SM.JAS0MA2 



THUMPER GEAR SAVER 
TRANSMISSION OIL 

80W-85 

Sizes: 1 liter, pail 

• Formulated for motorcycle racing 
transmissions 

• Maximum clutch performance and 
smooth shifting 

• Wear protection extends clutch life 

• For air-cooled / liquid-cooled, 4T 
engines with wet clutches 



1 00% of Bel-Ray’s products and packaging are 

proudly made in the U.S.A. U.SJI. 


Distributed by Cassons Pty Ltd - AUSTRALIA 

P: +61(0)2 8882 1900 F: +61(0)2 8882 1999 E: enquiries6cassons.com.au W: www.cassons.com.au 






HOT OFF THE PRESS 


4. Marco Brioschi 

5. Coma and his 
noisy shadow 

6. A road book 
malfunction 
meant the end for 
this rider 


3. Pricey nabs a kanga for Ben Grabham 
Main: Price was at home in the sand 
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PRICE GOES HARD 

NEW SOUTH WELSHMAN TOBY PRICE DOESN’T LET INEXPERIENCE GET IN HIS WAY 


Toby Price has done what only one other 
Australian has done before: finish on the 
podium at the Dakar Rally. Price, 27, took 
third on his KTM 450 Rally Replica behind 
highly experienced works rally stars Marc 
Coma (KTM) and Paulo Goncalves (Honda) in 
the two-week-long race around South America. 

The gruelling 2015 rally saw competitors 
cover over 9000 kilometres through Chile, 
Bolivia and Argentina. 

It was the New South Welshman’s first Dakar 
and he overcame inexperience with the 
nightmare navigational demands of the race to 
repeat the feat achieved by South Australian 
first-timer Andy Haydon 16 years ago. 

Haydon became the first Australian rider to 
finish on the podium when he rode a privateer 
KTM 660 and won a stage in 1998. Dakar 
has been tough for Aussies over its 36-year 
history; not even the great Andy Caldecott 
cracked the top three before being killed in 
the 2006 event. 

Price came into the Dakar with only one 
other rally under his belt, the Moroccan world 
round back in October, where he finished 
eighth, but he did score second overall in the 
2014 ISDE in Argentina. 

Due to his lack of experience, and the fact 
that the road book instructions are in French, 
Price admitted before Dakar that he would 
struggle with navigation. 

Riding essentially as a privateer with some 
support from KTM, the three-time Finke 
Desert Race champ started strongly with an 
eleventh in Stage One and slowly improved 


from there. Despite some navigational 
slip-ups, he managed to cement his spot in 
the top 10. 

His big break came in stage 11, when he 
finally cracked the top three, replacing Chilean 
Pablo Quintanilla. Quintanilla, who was 
suffering from illness, was not able to peg 
back the deficit on his Honda. 

Price’s best result was in stage 12, when he 
took the win. This extended his time gap over 
Quintanilla, while Coma and Goncalves 
remained solid at the top. 

Coma had taken the lead in stage eight, 
when the leader at the time, Joan Barreda 
Bort (Honda), lost time due to a mechanical 
issue. Coma was pursued for the rest of the 
rally by Barreda’s teammate, Goncalves. 

The battle between Coma and Goncalves 
went down to the wire, but ‘marathon’ stage 
1 1 proved to be the turning point, when 
Goncalves was penalised for an overnight 
engine swap, after his failed. 

The penalty meant that Coma went into the 
final two days with a near-unbeatable lead. He 
cruised on to the finish line in Buenos Aires to 
win his fifth Dakar. 

Goncalves, despite the engine troubles, still 
managed to arrive at the finish in second, a 
much better position that his DNF last year, 
when he was pictured on hands and knees, 
crying, as flames engulfed his bike. 

Price followed Goncalves, just 23 minutes 
off the lead. His fellow Aussies, UK-based 
father and son team, Simon Pavey and 
Llewellyn Sullivan-Pavey, finished 63rd and 


62nd respectively, while US-based Aussie 
Clayton Jacobsen was among those who failed 
to finish in the nightmare stage eight. All 
three were on KTMs. 

Price was ecstatic about the result, which 
happened shortly before ADS went to press. 

“Being here in third place is insane!” he 
said. “When I decided to sign up three or four 
months ago, I was quite nervous, I didn't know 
what I was getting into - and now I'm on the 
finish line!” 

As well as third place overall, Price took 
home trophies for Best Amateur, Best Rookie 
and First in the Super Production class. 

Another standout result was the ninth overall 
of Spanish works Honda rider Laia Sanz. It 
was the best by a female rider and she 
consistently posted top- 10 stage results. 

Former five-time winner Cyril Despres 
finished 34th in his car debut, after knocking 
a corner off his new DKR Peugeot 2008, while 
teammate Stephane Peterhansel, a six-time 
bike winner, finished 1 1th in the new car. 

The only sour moment for the rally came in 
stage three, when Polish rider Michal Henrik 
was discovered dead in the special, 300 
metres from his bike. He was found to have 
died from hypothermia and dehydration. 

Most riders will now look towards the Abu 
Dhabi Desert Challenge in March, the first 
round of the FIM Cross-Country Rally World 
Championship. Price is still expected to return 
to Australia to defend his AORC, Finke and 
Hattah titles, but will surely be back for Dakar 
2016, probably on a factory bike. 





7. Olivier Pain 
(Yamaha) and 
Honda’s Laia Sanz 
shadow Toby 

8. The salt lake 
clogged cooling 
systems and 
cooked engines 
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DR PRIZE HEADS SOUTH 


You may remember the subscription prize of 
two Suzuki DR650s that we offered last 
year. Well that competition has been run 
and won and we are pleased to announce 
that Rhonda Morrison from Lenah Valley, 
Hobart was the lucky winner! 

Rhonda bought a subscription for her two 
sons last year, but received much more than 
just a years’ worth of magazines. 

The two DRs were decked out with Safari 


tanks, Ventura and Andy Strapz luggage, 
and Topline seat covers. 

In addition, Rhonda received two sets of 
Alpinestars adventure gear and a trailer to 
tow the bikes around. 

The deputy editor of ADB sister magazine 
Australian Motorcycle Trader, Chris Harris, 
made the trip across Bass Strait on the 
Spirit of Tasmania with the bikes in tow, to 
deliver them straight to Rhonda’s door. 


We’re not sure how often Rhonda gets out 
on the bikes, but we can report that her 
boys have put up their hands to take care of 
running them in. 

Both are avid motorcycle fans and will be 
trying them out on the great adventure 
riding tracks of the Apple Isle before 
heading to the mainland. 

Congratulations to Rhonda and her family. 
Check out the new subs prize on p36! 


THE PORTUGUESE ARE COMING 


AJP motorcycles are expected to land on 
Australian shores in March. The 
Portuguese company was founded in 1987 
and quickly started producing hand-built 
motorcycles. AJP is largely unknown in 
Australia but Jeff Gleeson, who also 
imports Gas Gas from Spain and the 
Christini two-wheel drive brand from the 
USA, is bringing it to our shores. 

AJP will offer Australians an affordable 
option when looking for new off-road 
motorcycles. The bikes will come 
jam-packed with features that will ensure 
they are competitive with many other bikes 


on the local market. While only produced 
in small numbers, the AJPs have received 
positive reviews in overseas magazines and 
are sharply priced. 

There are eight bikes coming here in the 
motocross and off-road range which are 
built on three platforms, the PR3, PR4 and 
PR5, with a trick looking PR7 adventure 
bike expected towards the end of the year. 
The latter is powered by a M inarel I i-bui It 
single similar to the one used in Yamaha’s 
Tenere 660. Five of the current models will 
have ADR compliance. Keep an eye out for 
a feature on these bikes soon. 


PR3 


- 125cc MX - $3995 

- 240cc MX - $4895 

- 240cc Enduro Pro - $5495* 


PR4 


- 240cc MX - $5295 (incl. 
lighting kit) 

- 240cc Enduro Pro - $6795* 

- 240cc Extreme - $7645* 


PR5 


- 250cc Enduro EFI - $7795* 

- 250cc Extreme EFI - $8995* 
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AN RM-Z25D 

If you’re still kicking yourself over not 
winning the two Suzuki DRs, then you 
might want to pay close attention. We 
are giving away another bike this year 
and this time we’ve gone all out. 

Suzuki has provided us with a 
2015 RM-Z250 that we have heavily 
modified to meet Victoria’s 
recreational registration standards. 

If you followed our first rec reg 
feature ( ADB #422), you will know 
that we have fitted the bike with a 
headlight, taillight, mirror and horn. 
But we didn’t stop there, giving it the 
full factory treatment. Thanks to our 
awesome industry friends, for this 
issue we have fitted the bike with 
trick bits including: 

• Pro Circuit exhaust system 

• States MX wheels and sprocket 

• Force Accessories defence gear 
We still have a bit to come, 

including Dunlop MX52 tyres, a Vortex 
ignition, Ringmaster seatcover and 
new triple clamps. Currently the bike 
is worth over $15,500. 

So how do you win this awesome 
prize? Turn to page 36 to find out how 
to win, and check out our latest rec 
reg feature on page 58. 



The PR5 Enduro 
runs Sachs 
suspension, 
six-speed ’box 
and is 113kg 
claimed dry 


SEVEN DAYS OF 
HEAVEN OR HELL? 


Seven days of some of the best trail 
riding that Australia is what’s on offer 
when you sign up for the Seven Deadly 
Sins Tour, to be held in early May. Run 
by Rush Adventure Tours (formerly KTM 
Trail Tours), the SDS is a legendary 
event. Starting in picturesque Thredbo, 
the tour will head to iconic locations 
such as Ensay, Dargo, Merrijig, 
Wandiligong and Anglers Rest before 
returning to Thredbo on the seventh and 
final day. 

The riding is a combination of open 
flowing trails, singletrack, erosion 
mounds, rocky trails, some gnarly rock 
ledges, long hillclimbs, creek and river 


crossings and flowing fire trails. Included 
in the $2950 price are eight nights’ 
accommodation, meals, fuel, oils and 
chain lube, plus 4WD/trailer support. 

It is a trail rider’s dream and if you 
have never experienced it, then now is 
your chance. 

ADB is a long-time supporter of this 
ride and you'd struggle to keep us away 
this year. 

So if you want to get your ugly mug on 
the hallowed pages of Australia’s biggest 
dirtbike magazine then make sure you 
head to www.rushadventuretours.com.au 
to book your place on this not-to-be- 
missed event. 
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2D15 SEATS 
FINALLY FILLED 

Ben Grabham finalises rider roster for desert and off- 
road racing and MX contracts seeled and delivered 



KTM has confirmed its off-road and desert 
line up, with both teams to be managed by 
four-time Finke Desert Race winner Ben 
Grabham. Grabham, who managed the KTM 
Desert Racing Team last year, will take over 
responsibility for the off-road team from 
Brad ‘Wonka’ Wi 1 1 iscroft for 2015. 

As a result, he will take a step back from 
racing, but look for him to pull on the boots 
again for Finke in June. 

The desert team will again feature ISDE 
and Dakar success story Toby Price and SA 
desert rider Ivan Long. 

Price also will feature in the KTM 
Off-Road Team alongside Victorian young 
gun and new team signing, Daniel Sanders. 

Expect to see Pricey’s domestic 
commitments to come under increasing 
pressure after his success in South America. 
Sanders is fresh from MXD and can’t be 
expected to cover for Toby but also joining 
both the off-road and desert teams is Tye 
Simmonds. The former motocross gun has 
been out of the spotlight for 18 months, but 
has decided to return to professional racing, 
this time trying his hand at off-road. He 
made a sensational debut for the team at 
the Head to Head EnduroCross in 
Melbourne. 

DPH Motorsport has signed Lawson 
Bopping and Ross Beaton. Bopping, who 


returned to Australia last year after a stint in 
America, raced several rounds of the MX 
Nationals and finished third in ASX. 

He returns to Yamaha after riding a Suzuki 
last year. He raced for CDR in 2012 and 2013. 
He will be joined by Beaton, who will return to 
professional racing after a lengthy absence. He 
has not raced full time since 2010, when he was 
with GYTR. The DPH team will contest both the 
MX Nationals and the Australian Supercross 
Championships. 

Kale Makeham has signed with Motul Pirelli 
Suzuki and will race alongside Matt Moss in the 
MX Nationals and Australian Supercross 
Championships on an RM-Z450 prepared by Jay 
Foreman. The Victorian has been riding a KTM 
under the Tunetech Racing banner for several 
years. In 2014 he contested the MX2 class on a 
two-stroke KTM 250 SX which we tested in 
September {ADB #420). 

Makeham, a former U19s champion, will look 
to improve his profile in his rookie MX1 season. 

Tayla Jones has joined Yamaha and will race a 
YZ250FX in the AORC, A4DE, endurocross and 
other selected events. 

Husqvarna has announced three factory- 
backed riders for the 2015 MX Nationals and 
ASX, with Luke Arbon, Jesse Dobson and Nathan 
Crawford all being supported. 

Dobson will race MX1 while Crawford and 
Arbon will race MX2. 


MX NATS CHANGES AND THE WOMEN 


Two new classes have been added to the MX 
Nationals and the women’s class is returning 
after a lengthy break, delighting our top 
female rider Meghan Rutledge (right). “I’m 
really excited for the girls to get back to the 
MX Nationals in 2015,” Rutledge said. 

Championship promoter Williams Event 
Management (WEM) also has revealed that 
the format for MX1, MX2 and MXD has been 
revised. The premier MX1 class will run with 
two, 30-minute-plus-one-lap motos at all 
10 rounds, replacing last year’s format of 
three, 20-minute-plus-one-lap motos which 


featured at five of the 10 rounds. The MX2 
division will feature one, 30-minute-plus- 
one-lap moto backed up by a 20-minute- 
plus-one-lap moto at all 10 rounds. 

Meanwhile, the MXD (development) class, 
for riders under 19, will have two 20-minute- 
plus-one-lap motos at all rounds. 

The new Yamaha Rising Star Rookies 
Cup for 13-15 year-olds will run over three 
rounds. The rookies will race at Appin, 
Shepparton and the finale at Coolum. The 
competitors will be able to choose between 
riding a 125 two-stroke or a 250 four-stroke. 


The KTM Amateur Cup has been created 
to give battlers some glory. This class is open 
to all capacity machines but riders cannot 
have finished in the top 10 in the past five 
years or have recorded a top- 15 result in 
either MX1 or MX2 in the past two years. 

The Amateur Cup will run over three 
rounds, beginning at Horsham then Raymond 
Terrace and finishing at Coolum. 

For the first time in a number of years, 
the Australian Women’s MX Championship 
will be staged at the MX Nats. The move 
follows Rutledge’s sensational effort in the 
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log on t< www.adbmag.com for all the latest news and updates 



1. Tye Simmonds 

2. Kale Makeham 

3. Lawson Bopping 


THINGS MIGHT 
GET A LITTLE TIME- 
SENSITIVE FOR PRICE 
IF KTM DECIDES TO 
INCREASE HIS RALLYE 
COMMITMENTS AFTER 
A SENSATIONAL DAKAR 
EFFORT 


ENTER THE FRAY 


world championship last year. “I am going to 
make sure my international calendar works 
with these dates so I can have the opportunity 
to race other Aussie women at the MX 
Nationals,” she said. 

Australia’s fastest females will race two 
15-minute motos at the Broadford and Nowra 
rounds. Last year’s women’s championship 
was staged at Horsham, Vic. 

While the women are being welcomed back, 
the two veterans’ classes have been cut to 
single-round affairs at Murray Bridge and the 
first Coolum meeting. 


MX NATIONALS CALENDAR 

Horsham, Vic March 29 

2: Appin, NSW April 12 

Broadford, Vic April 26 

Murray Bridge, SA May 17 cr 

Coolum, Qld May 31 

Raymond Terrace, NSW July 5 
Shepparton, Vic July 19 

Nowra, NSW August 2 

Toowoomba, Qld August 23 

Coolum, Qld August 30 


nr: 
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COMING OR KOWEN? 
TRAIL RIDE HAS IT ALL 


There’s plenty 
of loamy pine 
plantation at 
Kowen 
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The Kowen Forest Ride is back 
for another year and this year’s is 
set to be the biggest. 

One of the most popular 
events on the trail riding 
calendar, the event takes place 
in the Kowen Forest near 
Canberra. The area is not ridden 
for most of the year, as special 
permits are required. 

The forest is fenced, meaning 
that the ride will have exclusive 
access to the area. The ride is 
organised by the Dual Sport 
Motorcycle Riders’ Association 
(DSMRA), which does great work 
in ensuring dirtbike riders are 
looked after by the federal and 
state governments. 

This is a not-to-be-missed 
event and ADB will be there. 

So if you are in attendance, 
keep an eye out for our cameras 
and make sure you style it up, 
because you could find your 
photo right here in Australia’s 
number one dirt bike magazine! 

For more information, head to 
www.dsmra.com.au. 


HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW: 

• The ride is on 11 and 12 
April, although camping will 
be available from 4pm the day 
before, Friday, 10 April. 

• Entertainment will include a live 
band, a big screen and bonfires, 
plus much more. 

• There are over 100KM OF 
DEDICATED TRAILS. Guided 
beginner rides also available. 

• The Kowen Forest a large pine 
plantation. The terrain includes 
CHALLENGING HILLCLIMBS, creeks, 
rivers, swamps, PLENTY OF LOAM 
and not too much nasty clay. 

• All levels are catered for with 
chicken and rooster options, plus 
the beginners’ ride. 

• Food will be provided by the 
Vietnam Veterans’ Association. 

• Camping is in a huge cleared 
area and it will be possible to get 
a good night’s sleep without the 
band keeping you awake. 


• While organisers will be on hand 
to help with broken-down bikes 
and bodies, make sure you come 
prepared with all the necessary 
tools and parts. Spare tubes and 
other bits and pieces will be 
available. 

• The ride will be CAPPED AT 350 
PEOPLE, so get in quick! 


• A KTM 500 EXC will be given 
away as a prize 

• All entrants get a SIX-MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION TO ADB. 

• There will be tee-shirts for the 
first 100 entrants. 

• Cost is $180 and includes riding, 
camping and a one-year DSMRA 
membership. 


ADB RIDES IN NIGHT DF JUMPS 


ADB FMX Editor Steve Sommerfeld 
has become the oldest rookie in 
Night of the Jumps history, after 
competing in the first rounds as a 
wildcard. 

The Night of the Jumps (NOTJ) 
has been running since 2001, with 
12 riders from around the world 
competing in the European 
freestyle motocross series, which 
has been the launching ramp for 
many of the sport’s biggest names. 

Although neither a world nor 
European championship round, the 
opening NOTJ in the Bulgarian 
capital, Sofia, saw riders pushing 
the boundaries to secure world 
rankings points to make them 
eligible for other events. 

In the end, it was the 2013 
world champion, David Rinaldo of 


France, who took the victory. 
Australia’s Rob Adelberg finished 
second, while the reigning world 
champ, Spain’s Maikel Melero, 
finished third. 

Sommerfeld (right) was tenth. 

The series continued in Linz, 
Austria, where it featured the 
opening rounds of the European 
FMX Championship. 

Night one saw Rinaldo continue 
his winning form as he took the 
first round of the Euro title ahead of 
Remi Bizouard (France) and Petr 
Pilat (Czech Republic) with Melero 
failing to make the final. 

The second night, and second 
European round, saw Pilat take his 
first NOTJ win for the year ahead of 
Bizouard and Melero. 

Sommerfeld, who trained with 


many of the NOTJ stars 
in the lead-up to the 
season, finished 
eleventh on both nights 
and is eleventh in the 
championship. 

Bizouard’s consistency 
proved valuable as he 
took the title lead. Two 
rounds were taking place 
in Austria after we went to 
print, with the opening 
round of the world 
championship scheduled for 
Berlin on 7 March. 

Turn to page 106 for 
Steve’s report on the first 
FMX of Nations, which 
preceded the start of the 
European season. 
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Pursue your goals - uncompromisingly. The new KTM EXC’s are 
the ultimate enduro machines. No matter how tough the terrain, 
how steep the climbs and how technically demanding the track. 
At the finish, you know what you’ve achieved and you’re happy at 
last. And your bike - it’s waiting for the next race. 


READY TO RACE 
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HOT OFF THE PRESS 



facebook.com/adbmag for all the latest news and updates 



FILTER 


MEES LIFTS OUR 
SILVERWARE 


Reigning Grand National Champ 
Jared Mees has shown little 
respect for the most famous 
names in Australian dirt riding to 
become the first international to 
lift the Troy Bayliss Cup. 

The 28-year-old from Clio, 
Michigan, had spent the week 
enjoying himself with Bayliss in 
country NSW before beating the 
titleholder and everyone else at 
the Old Bar Circuit in Taree. 

The event took place in hot 
conditions, but the 6000-strong 
crowd stayed despite the 


temperature and program delays. 

Mees, who won the AMA series 
in 2009, 2012 and last year, 
seemed not the least upset about 
beating his host. 

“I have spent the week with 
Troy, just jet skiing and 
wakeboarding. To cap it off with 
the win just makes it a great 
seven days,” Mees said. 

Bayliss was ecstatic with the 
event, despite track degradation 
issues causing a high injury toll. 

“A couple of years ago I was 
just cycling and swimming and 


having a great old time, and now 
here I am really busy again. I 
don’t have to do this,” he said. 
“But the intention was to help 
highlight dirt track and the Taree 
Motorcycle Club as a breeding 
ground of talent and, three years 
in, I am very happy with what we 
have done.” 

One of the most famous new 
faces this year was recent retiree, 
multiple Aussie motocross and 
supercross champ Jay Marmont, 
who got faster and faster as he 
gained a feel for the oil track. 



ROCZEN'S HAPPV 


Ken Roczen has made the perfect start to his 
time with RCH Suzuki, taking victory in opening 
rounds of the AMA Supercross. Roczen breezed 
through Anaheim 1 and never really looked like 
losing in his return to the yellow bikes. 

Jason Anderson (Husqvarna) and Trey Canard 
(Honda) rounded out the podium while Roczen’s 
former teammate, Ryan Dungey, finished fourth. 

Round two in Pheonix saw a tight battle 
between Roczen and Eli Tomac (Honda). Tomac 


passed Roczen on lap six and took the flag. 

Roczen returned to his winning ways at 
Anaheim Two, to extend his lead. Dungey and 
Tomac finished second and third but all the 
action was further back. Canard mistimed a 
jump and launched his front wheel into the back 
of Chad Reed’s Kawasaki. Both remounted, with 
Reed pushing Canard off the track and causing 
him to drop his bike a second time, for which 
the Aussie was black-flagged. 


INDUSTRY 

CDRNER 


• Force Accessories launched its 2015 Rider 
Contingency Program. To become involved, 
simply purchase a bashplate and radiator 
guards from a dealer or at www. 
forceaccessories.com.au, take a photo of 
your bike with the bits fitted and send it to 
Force Accessories with details of your 2015 
racing plans. Force will send you a free case 
saver, disc guard and stickers for your bike 
and jersey. There’s also a chance to win 
Force cash to buy more products. See the 
Force website for more info. 

• Australian clothing brand LKI has signed a 
two-year deal with AMA Supercross star Davi 
Millsaps. The deal will assist LKI with its 
planned launch onto the America market this 
year. The Monster Kawasaki factory team rider 
will be seen out and about in LKI’s casual wear 
between meetings over the next two years. 

• The Australian Motor Industry Federation has 
announced the formation of the Australian 
Motorcycle Dealer Association (AMDA). The 
move allows all motorcycle retail members 
to be represented nationally on a wide range 
of issues effecting the sector. Stuart 
Strickland, former managing director of 
Honda Australia, has been appointed 
executive chairman of AMDA. 

• Fox Head Australia has announced details of 
a holeshot award for this year’s Australian 
Enduro-X Nationals. The winner-takes-all 
$500 cash award will only be on offer once 
per round, in the first of the three finals. 

• When Brad Smith decided to combine his 
passion for motorcycles with his flair for 
business, it led to the formation of Braaap 
Motorcycles. The two-time winner of Young 
Entrepreneur of The Year is now sharing 
some of his secrets in a new book, Dirb it up. 
The paperback in on sale for $22.99 



We haven’t had one fo these in a while! 
Last issue we stated that the 2015 


Yamaha WR250F came with a 24-month 
warranty, when in fact it comes with a 
warranty period of three months, parts 
only. I think someone was dreaming 
about Christmas pudding when that 
went to the printers! 
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ENHANCED ESTERS FOR 
FASTER, SMOOTHER SHIFTING 
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Katana Off-Road is a 100% synthetic, ester-based lubricant for 4-stroke motorcycles, designed to 
deliver good off-road sports riding performance. The "speed & easy shift" innovation will transform 
your riding experience. Gear changes are fast and smooth; you will discover pure riding pleasure 
and faster acceleration. Its formula responds to the extreme stresses on the clutch. 

IPONE, exclusive supplier to the MXGP Championship. 



LUBRICANT PARTNER 


WWW.IPONE.COM 


FICEDA.COM.AU 










Write to us at: 

40# Letters, Locked Bag 12, Oakleigh, Vic 3166 
Email: adbmag@bauer-media.com.au 



SEND IN YOUR LETTERS AND YOU COULD BE 
OUR NEXT WINNER! 6 

Congratulations Dion! You have won TWfl c* # r U<> 

0 al * ,U3 90! iceda.com.au, (02) 9827 7561 



LETTER OF THE MONTH 


PLEASE 
TRANSLATE 


@l@must@express@ 
my#concern@about#the@ 
instagram@ramblings@ 
column#. 

@yes@certainly#l@ 
understand@how#the@ 
modern@in@vogue@ 
instagram#type 
@communication#is@ 
the@new@hip@cool#way@ 
of ©getti ng#your@message@ 
to#your@fans 
@and#followers@ 
almost#instantly@. @but@ 
it@real ly#becomes@rather@ 
an noy i ng@to#have@so 
@many@unnecessary#@’s@ 
and@#’s@in@the#column@of@ 
what#you@are@reading. 

@l#honestly@believe#that@ 

it#would@be@far@easier#to@ 


not@only#type@but@read@ 

as#well. 

#yes@l@can#hear@all@the@ 
wh i ngers@say i ng@if@you@ 
dont#like@it@dont#read@it. 

l#enjoy@reading@adb#as@ 
much@as#the@next#bloke@. 
@is@all#the#@’s@and@ 
the@#’s@really 
#necessary@? @l@ 
honestly#dont@think@l@am@ 
alone#with@my@concern@. 

#thank@you@for #your@ 
time#. 

@Dion#Casey 


Thanks Dion for your creative letter! 
Here at AD B we’re all about getting 
the point across, and you nailed it. 
However, social media is almost 
part of human DNA now so it’s here 
to stay! 



STILL GREAT READ 

Just reading the latest cracka 
issue ... recently found an issue 
from August, ’99 in a box. Was 
a great read then and still is. 

Matthew Cairney 

Thanks Matt, we think so too! 

GOGGLES FOR 
GLASSES 

I’ve read a couple of tests on 
goggles in past editions but, for 
a percentage of us, these aren’t 
much help because I wear 
glasses full time. 

Can you add a few things to 
future goggle tests: 

DO the goggle frames fit over 
a range of glasses (this means 
around the outside but also, are 
they deep enough to not press 
on the outside edges of the 
glass’s frames)? 

ARE they large enough in the 
frame to wear multi-focals 
without forcing the glasses out 
of their normal position? 


I know several manufacturers 
make Over The Glasses (OTG) 
goggles but some non-OTG 
types fit, we just don’t know 
which ones. 

I thought of inserts such as 
Goggleman but I need glasses 
when I take my goggles off and 
have several pairs of goggles. 

I usually wear single-vision 
glasses when I ride as I once 
had to ride with multi-focals on 
and found the goggles pushed 
the glasses up so much that I 
was looking through the reading 
part of the lenses all the time. 

These are things a non- 
glasses wearer would not look 
for in goggles: 

Provision for the glass’s arms 
in the foam. 

A large enough frame to 
allow glasses to sit inside 
without touching the goggles. 

A large enough frame 
opening to go over the glasses 
when putting them on. If the 
goggles touch your glasses and 
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the glasses get pushed back to touch 
your eyelids it leaves a smudge on 
the glasses lens. 

A large enough frame opening 
to go over the glasses when taking 
the goggles off. Nothing worse than 
removing your goggles and having 
your glasses catch in the goggles 
and get flicked into the bush. 

A deep enough frame so the 
glasses are not touching the lenses. 

Brent, Darwin 

Brent, these are all excellent questions 
and definitely something we will include 
in part of our tests from here on in. 

ADB’s Sub Wolter Kuiper runs a set of 
specs so we’ll make sure we get him to 
test a variety of OTG and non-OTG models. 

TRENCH DIGGERS 

Back in ’93, I spotted the sickest 
thing I had ever seen, a Husky 
TC610 trench digging sand on the 
cover of ADB. I eventually bought 
one after stepping up from 80s to 
125s and then a raucous WR500 
(wish I never sold that). My current 
rides are an '06 FE650 and an ever- 
faithful '01 YZ250 two-banger. 

Anyway ... since then I’ve been a 
subscriber which has kept me well 
informed of all the happenings in the 
industry and inside the halls of ADB. 
I’ve been hanging on to all the mags 
but the time has come to free up 
some space for my future issues of 
ADB. Either I’m giving them all away 
or, God forbid, they go in the bin. I 
look forward to hearing from anyone 
keen to preserve these old relics! 

Please forward my contact details 
to the keenest volunteer. Pick up is 
best or I will post at their expense. 

Peter Lane 


HIRE AND RIDE 

Hey Mitch, sorry to ask, but I’m 
trying to find a weekend trip in NSW 
where it’s possible to hire bikes and 
ride on tracks. I’m not having much 
luck trying to find any and thought 
I’d email to ask if there is any that 
you could recommend or if any 
advertise in your magazine. Any help 
would be much appreciated. 

Peter 

Hi Pete, 

Unfortunately there aren’t many ride parks 
you can ride and hire a bike. 

But there are organised trailrides that 
are loads of fun and they’ll hire you a bike! 
Rush Adventure Tours, 
rushadventuretours.com.au, and Coffs 
Harbour Detour, www.coffsharbourdetour. 
com.au will hire you a bike and take you 
on a ride. 

BEFORE PRICEY 

On Pg 164 of the January issue 
{ADB #424), Andy Caldecott was 
mentioned. No disrespect to the man 
but everyone seems to have forgotten 
about the only Aussie, and fellow 
South Australian, to claim a podium 
in the Dakar Rally. Who would this 
person be? This all-round champion 
never gets a mention. He has been 
a front runner in all disciplines 
of motorcycling. How about some 
recognition for his achievements in 
off-road motorcycling? 

Here are some photos of the only 
Paris to Dakar trophy in Australia. 
Justin Lewis, Gawler Motorcycle Club 

Who could forget Andy Hay don’s effort 
with third for KTM in 1997? Not us. But 
who’s that other guy? Might be time for a 
recap in the wake of 2015 Dakar. 






@TOBYPRICE87 

Can’t ride this bike 
without this #legend being 
onboard #kurtcaselli @ 
kc66foundation ... Since 
being here at dakar, this 
guy is the first reason 
why I got here... Good to 
see all the #ktmrally team 
running these stickers 


CRTWOTWO 

3 weeks ago 
The count down 
continues 

Another solid day in 
the books 

#A1 


MILNER.31 

5 days ago 

Cool shot from today’s Motos 
at Franga! photo by @mppov 
#yz450f @amproyamaha @ 
sidimotousa @msrmx @ 
cycra @yamahamotoraus @ 
virusaustralia @cdr_yamaha 


JEDBEATON12 

Love the look of the new bikes. @serco_motorsport @ 
sercoyamaha @yoshimura_rd @ride100percent @ansrmx 
@gavineales @bengriffith201 
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FLAT LINING 

Thought I’d run a few things by 
ya. I’ve started racing MX again 
after about a 13-year hiatus, I’m 
old enough to race vets but after 
talking it up over a few stubbies 
after every trail ride I finally 
wacked some insulation tape 
numbers on the trusty KTM 500 
EXC and headed down to my 
local club day. 

With a few top-10 finishes 
in Open class and delusions 
of greatness, I snapped up a 
run-out 2014 450 SX-F and 
have been dragging the bike and 
the missus around Nth Qld MX 
tracks ever since. This brings 
me to my questions. 

Obviously, I bought the 450 
SX-F ’cause it’s made for MX. It 
brakes, turns and jumps nice on 
a track. The thing I miss about 
the “Big 5” is the engine; big, 
torquey and a dead-straight 
power “curve”. Pick a gear and 
forget about it ’til you’re back 
in the pits! I realise fitness is 
king but surely smoother power 
would make the end of the moto 
more manageable for an ageing 
campaigner. I’ve owned a 350 
SX-F but I’m a solid 100kg and 
it wasn’t the bike for me. 

To make the SX-F more like 
the 500EXC, would it be a 
matter of getting someone to 
put the 450 on a dyno and tune 
it or would I be best off to look 
at cam profiles/timing? 

Dave 


P.S. Got a bit of time to tinker 
here , due to a snapped ACL and 
consequent knee reco after a 
practice misadventure so feel 
free to recommend some knee 
braces too! Looking forward to 
your “C frame” review. 

BOYD WEIGHT 
DISTRIBUTION 

Just a “heads up” on Technical 
Editor Mat Boyd’s response to 
“Sagging Feeling” on pg 129 of 
the February issue ( ADB #425). 
It is impossible to centre all of 
the weight on a motorcycle. It 
is also impossible to have no 
weight over the rear wheel (if 
that were the case, it would not 
be possible for a motorcycle to 
drive forward). 

Without wishing to put words 
into your mouth, you most likely 
wished to convey the idea that 
the radius of gyration of the 
YZ-F has been reduced (the 
weight distribution is more 
concentrated near the centre of 
gravity) and the centre of gravity 
may have shifted. It is still likely 
that the mass distribution is 
around 50/50 on the front and 
rear wheels. 

I know that a lot of effort 
is made to get the “correct” 
amount of sag to get better 
drive. Less sag means the C 
of G moves forward slightly, 
thereby reducing the weight 
over the rear wheel. Only very 
skilled riders will detect the 


subtle difference. Such a small 
movement is insignificant 
compared with the effect a 
weight shift of a rider has on the 
C of G. Getting the proper sag 
set-up is more about adjusting 
the steering geometry and 
having the correct pre-load/ 
spring rate for compression of 
the suspension. 

Chris Hall 

BRING BACK CAGIVA 

I just purchased what could be 
an end-of-an-era machine, the 
very last of the Italian-made 
Husqvarna TC250Rs, new for 
$5500. I’ve owned several 
Cagiva-Huskys over the years 
and they have proven bullet 
proof and competitive. 

Cagiva has a racing history 
from 500cc GP, Dakar, 
motocross, motard and enduro 
that some of the Big Four can 
only dream of. I’d love to see 
this company produce dirtbikes 
under their own name again and 
not with someone else’s badge 
on it. 

On the wall calendar that 
came with the February issue 
( ADB #425) there were three 
days missing. March has 31 
days (not 29) and November 
has 30 (not 29). Other than that 
love the mag. 

Gary 

Sorry ; Gary ; but things aren’t looking 
too good for the Cagiva brand. 

Having sold Ducati and Husqvarna, 
before selling and buying back MV 
Agusta from Harley-Davidson, MV 
Agusta Motor S.P.A is concentrating 
on producing roadbikes and seems 
to have quietly dropped the Cagiva 
brand created by the Castiglioni 
brothers which started it all. 

This might be a wise move, as 
things are getting a little crowded in 
the European off-road market, with 
Beta already doing a great job for 
Italy. MV could buy any number of 
defunct brands, such as Husaberg, 
if it was desperate to get back into 
the market. Interestingly, Cagiva 
got into the motorcycle business 
in 1978 when it bought Aermacchi 
from Harley after the American 
manufacturer had unsuccessfully 
tried to build an off -road empire. 

Sorry about the calendar, 
apparently the designer was trying to 
score some extra days off! 



HUSKY PARTS 

Please help me clarify what 
is going on with parts for 
the Huskies made while the 
company was under BMW 
ownership. I have been waiting 
four months for a hot-start cable 
for my 201 1 TE310 which 
has been ordered and paid for. 

I have been told by the dealer 
that KTM now controls parts 
for my bike but can’t get a firm 
answer. Chris Watson tells me 
he has been waiting six months 
for a throttle body for a bike 
in his workshop and strongly 
recommends not buying one of 
these bikes. 

Is this some sort of sales 
strategy to force people to 
upgrade to the new KTM- 
produced Huskies? Is supply 
of parts for my bike still the 
responsibility of the previous 
importer, Paul Feeney? 

I might go back to a Jap bike 
after reading your test on the 
new WR250F with the six-speed 
gearbox. 

Greg Kay 

The supply of parts for Husqvarna 
bikes produced by BMW has been 
difficult due to many of the original 
suppliers closing their manufacturing 
facilities when KTM moved 
production from Italy to Austria. The 
KTM group has been working hard 
on finding new suppliers to produce 
parts and has dramatically improved 
the situation in recent months. 

It is true that the Paul Feeney 
Group is the supplier of parts for the 
“red and white" Husqvarna bikes 
and has been challenged by the 
circumstances, but I can assure you 
we don’t have a sales strategy of 
not supplying parts so people will 
upgrade to the new Husqvarna bikes 
produced by the KTM Group. We take 
parts supply very seriously and want 
all Husqvarna owners to enjoy their 
motorcycles as much as possible. 

Husqvarna Motorcycles General 
Manager Jeff Leisk 
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DFF DUR DACE 

Here’s a taste of the most popular items off 
our Facebook page this month. Be part of the 
ADB community and follow us at: 
facebook.com/adbmag 

“I RECKON WE CAN GET ONE MORE 
ON.....” 

How many bikes will your ute take? 

Willy Mollenmans Must be Thailand. 

Nigel Sachse Thats how ya load em up 
Jasper Sanders I struggle getting three on 


ELECTRIC BIKE IN THE ADB 
OFFICE! 

Check out ADB Ed Mitch Lees cruise around the 
office on the braaap Silent electric bike! 

We wanted to prove how quiet these things 
actually are so we thought what better way to do 
this than unleash it in the office. 

For the full video head to ADB’s website, www. 
adbmag.com.au/bike-reviews/1501/braaap-silent- 
electric-bike 

Troy Brandes Prius bike haha! 

Daniel Thompson Can it wheely like a proper pit 
bike? 

Ill 


CAM DONALD ON ADB LONG TERM 
SHERCO 

Isle of Man winner Cam Donald cuts a few laps on 
the 2015 ADB long-term Sherco SE-F300iR and 
gives us his initial thoughts. 

Despite being a road racer, Cam is almost an even 
bigger dirt bike fan! 

Ralph Leavsey-Moase Talented and a nice guy too 
Chris Anderson 
That’s my local 
spot ! 

Adrian Lennox 

Kinglake? 



140 Princes Hwy, St Peters • 02 9564 8000 


148 George St, Hornsby • 02 9910 9500 


FINANCE 

We Can Arrange 
Finance and 
Insurance 
for your next 
Motorcycle. 

Even if you don’t buy it 


Thinking about a new or second hand bike? 

Have a confidential chat with our Business Managers 
ST. PETERS: Graham (02) 9564 8004 
HORNSBY: Fernando (02) 9910 9526 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

procycles.com.au 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 

A Rnance from ALPHERA Financial Services (a division of BMW Australia Hnance Ltd, 
Australian credit licence 392387) Fees, charges, terms, conditions & approval criteria apply. 







Husqvarna has been building motorcycles since 1903. 

Thankfully our machines have evolved somewhat since then. The 
201 5 Husqvarna Motorcycles Enduro range draws on over 1 1 0 years 
of expertise, delivering a selection of ultra-competitive race machines. 
Bred to excel in the most hostile natural terrain known to man, the 
latest Husqvarna motorcycles thrive when the going gets rough. 


www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com.au 


2 STROKES MY 2015 TE125 TE250 TE300 
4 STROKES MY 2015 FE250 FE350 FE450 FE501 


THE PIONEERS OF MOTOCROSS 
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MY FIRST EVER BLACK FLAG 


I’ve had a rough couple of weeks that culminated 
in my first ever black flag after an incident with 
Trey Canard. 

One minute I was on the inside of a jump at 
Anaheim II, the next minute I’m cartwheeling 
down the track because Canard has landed on the 
back of me. I was pretty mad and once we both 
got back up and going I pushed him wide and he 
went down. 

I am still not sure why I was black flagged for 
something which we have seen plenty of times 
already this season with no repercussions. I guess 
if I had waited a couple of laps it would have 
been okay. 

I have always worn my heart on my sleeve and, 
yes, two wrongs don’t make a right but I never 
have, and never will, take being landed on from 
behind lightly. 

This opens up a massive can of worms. While 
I love this sport it blows my mind that there are 
millions of dollars invested and on the line yet 
we have volunteers and part-time people making 
such big calls. 


Trey and I are professionals who have a much 
bigger goal than ruining each other week in, week 
out. It’s done and dusted and we will both move 
on, but this whole situation raises the need for 
change - maybe we need to look at how FI and 
MotoGP rule on incidents like this and adopt a 
similar process. 

Okay, so rant over. After all that, I did feel 
that we made some gains at A2. At the first two 
rounds we had issues that we really should not 
have been experiencing. I have also been chasing 
something with the bike and running the TwoTwo 
Motorsport guys around trying to find it. 

In that last Main [at A2] we made a pretty 
aggressive change in the right direction. We made 
some progress and, had I not crashed, I felt I 
would have been a top-five guy. 

Am I giving up or throwing in the towel? 

Hell no! I have had a lot of questions from fans 
wanting me to comment on the first two rounds 
and asking if I thought that was where I was at 
now. The answer is no and, as Ellie put it, when I 
am happy with tenth then that is when it is time 


to retire. I was most definitely not happy with the 
first two rounds. 

Now have a good direction to head and I am 
more focused and determined than ever to get on 
that podium and silence the critics. 

On a nicer note I have been keeping a keen eye 
on what is happening in other events and I was 
so pumped to see Toby Price get on the podium 
at Dakar. 

That is without a doubt one of the hardest 
endurance events in the world and to win a stage 
and get on the podium is a massive effort. I hope 
you guys all get behind him and that he gets the 
recognition he deserves back home. 

It is also really great to see that the Troy Bayliss 
Classic at Taree is growing year on year. This is an 
event I would one day like to line-up for. To have 
riders like Jared Mees and Henry Wiles, who are 
two of the best dirt track racers here in the USA, 
come to Australia to compete in the event is a 
true testament to Troy and his team. 

Remember to follow your dreams and always 
stay true to yourself! 


TREY AND I ARE 
PROFESSIONALS 
WHO HAVE A 
DIGGER GOAL 
THAN RUINING 
EACH OTHER 
WEEK IN, WEEK 
OUT 
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HAVE I GOT MY HANDS 
FULL, OR WHAT? 


I mentioned in my last column that I had 
some pretty exciting changes for this year 
which I was in the middle of running around 
the country getting finalised. 

The change is that I’m managing the 
KTM Off-Road Racing Team for endurocross, 
AORC, A4DE, Finke and Hattah, so I’ll 
definitely have my hands full in 2015 with 
all the different styles of racing. 

It’s actually a nice change that I’m 
really looking forward to, especially all the 
challenges that go with running a race team. 

With the people I’ve told about my new 
administrative role I have had some mixed 
responses, from genuine congratulations to 
“you have to keep racing”. 

Well, the truth is, I never started riding 
a motorcycle just so I could race. I started 
riding because I love riding and that will 
never change. 

As long as this body is capable of throwing 
a leg over a motorcycle I’ll always ride. 

But I’m actually looking forward to not 
grinding my body into the ground trying to 
make sure I’m as good as I can be for each 
and every race. 

I will race certain events when they fit in 
with what I’m up to but, at the moment, I’m 
pretty flat out getting everything ready and in 
place for the team to really even think about 
the fact I won’t be racing all the time like I 
have always done. 

On the plus side I have been able to enjoy 
my Christmas and let the belly stretch out a 
bit [Last Christmas, Ben was getting ready 
for the Dakar Rally, in which he was ruled 
out after crashing while well placed]. As the 
first round of the InsureMyRide Australian 
Enduro-x Nationals in Brisbane is so early in 
the year we have been flat out testing and 
preparing everything for that. 

The four riders I have spread between 
enduro and desert are very talented and a 
funny bunch of guys to work with. 

Daniel Sanders will be with us for the first 


time this year and I have seen him progress 
over the last few years and show a lot of 
potential and from the endurocross testing so 
far he has shown some great speed and the 
dedication needed to be a front runner. 

Ivan Long is back with us for a second year 
and, after watching him progress last year 
and learn to keep the wheels a little more 
in the direction he is headed, I wouldn’t be 
surprised to see him improve on the great 
results of last year. 

Next up is Tye Simmonds. When I heard 
he was interested in racing again and 
looking at off-road I was very keen to make 
it possible for him as I’d ridden with him a 
bit in my early KTM days and knew he could 
steer a bike with the best of them. 

Then there is Toby Price. What can I say 
that hasn’t already been said? It’s just cool to 
have him on the team for his sixth year with 
KTM and after his amazing ride in Dakar this 
could be his last full year in Australia for a 
while I would think. 

So I’m super happy with the group of guys 
I get to help as I believe they are all capable 
of some great results. 

Not only are the riders a good bunch but 
our main mechanic, Mick Carusi, has a 
pretty flash track record with the bikes he 
has prepared so the boys will get some pretty 
brilliant work from Mick as well as all the 
other great guys and girls behind the scenes 
that make everything happen for the team. 

So at this stage, apart from feeling not as 
fit as previous years, I’m not really noticing 
the fact I’m not going to race much. 

Even when we were endurocross testing I 
didn’t find myself missing it at all as I know 
only too well how much stress you put your 
body under riding that stuff. 

I’m more interested to see if, in six 
months’ time, I’m missing racing at all 
because at the moment I’m more than happy 
going for a trail ride on the weekends and 
working with the team the rest of the time. 


Ben’s more than happy just going for a 
trail ride on weekends and running the 
team the rest of the time 





WELL, THE TRUTH 
IS, I NEVER 
STARTED RIDING 
A MOTORCYCLE 
JUST SO I COULD 
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Race kits are based on Yamaha's successful Australian GYTR race team bkes and vary between models, see www.yamaha-motor.com.auAwostrokes for details. Race stands on 2015 models only. 



EVEN THE BAD TIMES ARE GOOD 

We’ve all had them, those days when things go wrong 
for ourselves or a riding mate. Mike Shearer shares some 
of the situations that have happened to him 


One of the friends I used to ride with socially was 
known to all and sundry as “Hazard” due to his 
knack for getting himself into frightening-looking 
situations brought on by an excess of speed over 
the supply of skill. 

His exuberance and enthusiasm was way out of 
balance with his experience. We were out riding 
one day in the Bega area and Hazard was on the 
ride while another bloke was debuting his new 
KTM 300. Everything was going well and we were 
enjoying the day. 

At one spot on the trail I had to stop and go 
around a tree that was blocking the way, but 
before I could offer any sort of warning to those 
behind me, Hazard arrived at full noise and went 
straight into it. 

We were looking on in shock and horror and 
one of the guys in the group said: “How the hell 
are we going to direct a helicopter to this spot?” 

Hazard just wobbled to his feet after he had 
stopped tumbling down the track like a rag doll, 
looked at us with his eyes still spinning in his 
head and grinned, saying: “Well, that’s the first 
one for the day out of the way, let’s get going 
again.” It seemed like nothing could ever curb his 
enjoyment of riding. 

On another ride he flipped backwards when 
doing a wheelie and slammed into the ground so 
hard that he split his head open even though he 
was wearing a helmet. It was that hard an impact. 


His comment when he got up and stood there 
bleeding from his scalp wound was: “Lucky I 
didn’t have my new helmet on as that would have 
scratched it, eh?” 

He was an accident just looking for places to 
happen. 

He was one of those blokes whose crashes 
scare everyone else into riding cautiously but 
cause no reduction in his own velocity at all. 

I reckon the only thing that could have hurt 
him was Krypton ite. 

In Poland in 1995 the ISDE ran through 
some really deep peat bogs and Shearer injured 
his shoulder in the first Special Test on Day 1, 
breaking his collarbone. 

He was caught in one of these bogs and trying 
to pull it out with one arm and you can picture 
how successful that was. 

It was nothing more than an exercise in 
frustration and futility producing only pain. 

He thought to himself: “No worries, Jamie 
Cunningham is only a few minutes behind me, 
he’ll be here in a sec and he’ll give me a hand”. 

He looked around to watch for his arrival and 
noticed that another dozen or so bikes were also 
bogged behind and to the sides of him, and in 
amongst them all was Jamie, just as stuck as 
everyone else. 

He helped Shearer after getting his bike out 
and the others got out too but it was hard work. 


WELL THATS THE 
FIRST ONE FOR 
THE DAY OUT OF 
THE WAY, LETS 
GET GOING AGAIN 


Shearer made it to Day Four riding with a broken 
collarbone in the 1995 Polish ISDE and even went 
top five in some Specials. Must have hurt a bit. 



32 MARCH 2015 www.adbmag.com 





Mum-9* 

PamPtuwen 



PPP $499.95 



AIRTRIX STANCE BLUE GREEN 



TAGGER TROUBLE 



TRACKER BLACK 


• Lightweight Composite “Tri-Matrix” shell • Velocity Flow Ventilation™ system for maximum cooling 

• Fully adjustable Flying Bridge Visor™ with air intake vents • Removable/washable X-Static® XT2 silver liner 

• Exclusive Magnefusion™ Emergency Removal System (MERS) cheekpads • Industry-leading 5-year warranty 

FOR THE FULL RANGE AND TECHNICAL SPECS VISIT MONZAIMPORTS.COM.AU [f) BELLPOWERSPORTSAUSTRALIA 0 BELLPOWERSPORTSAUSTRALIA 





GEARED TD GD 


COVERED WITH AXO 



The 2015 range of Axo Trans Am 
riding gear has just been 
released. The jersey features 
sublimated graphics and a longer 
tail. The pants are made from 
durable nylon with leather inner 
knee panels and front perforated 
panels. Available in white/blue 
and grey/red colours. 


JERSEY $49.95 
PANTS $149.95 
Ficeda Accessories 
ficeda.com.au 
(02) 9827 7561 



SDFT TOUCH 

If you’re tired of your grips wearing out just as they get super comfortable, then 
try Renthals ATV kevlar waffle grips. The reinforced kevlar makes them more 
durable and the super-soft rubber ensures they are always comfortable. 

$28.95 
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TDTAL MISFIT 

Inspired by horror punk band The Misfits. One 
Industries Misfits range includes Atom Lite jerseys 
and pants, Zero gloves and T-shirts as well as a 
snapback cap. 

$199.95 PANTS 
$79.95 JERSEY 
$49.95 GLOVES 
$49.95 TEE 
$39.95 HAT 

C&R Imports, candr.com.au 
(03) 9587 5077 


SONY ACTION CAM 


PULL A ISO TURN 

The range of 2015 Fox LE Gear has been released and features a 180 LE Camo Jersey with 


Sony’s Action Cam Mini HDR-AZ1 is one of the smallest and lightest action 
cams on the market, it weighs just 63 grams. Features include; full HD 1080 
(60p, 50p, 30p, 25p), HD 720 (120p, 60p), 12 megapixel still image, wireless 
live-view remote, electronic image stabilisation, GPS and a splashproof body. 
There’s also a built-in tripod mount. 

$479 

Lusty Industries, lustyindustries.com 
(02) 4962 351 1 


new moisture wicking, vented side panels and a drop tail. The 180 LE Camo pants feature 
Rider Attack Position (RAP), leather knee pads and stretch panels on the knees, rear yoke 
and crotch. The LE Camo helmet has seven intake and four exhaust vents to keep your head 
cool and dry. 

$49.95- 180 LE CAMO JERSEY 
$159.95- 180 LE CAMO PANTS 
$199.95 -LE CAMO VI HELMET 
Monza Imports, monzaimports.com.au 


(03) 8327 8888 



RACE THE BELL 

The Bell Moto 9 helmet incorporates the company’s most up-to-date, race-proven 
technology. It features a lightweight, composite Tri Matrix shell, Bell’s proven Velocity 
Flow ventilation system and a fully adjustable ‘flying bridge’ peak. 

The X-Static silver liner can be removed for cleaning and the cheekpads feature 
Bell’s exclusive Magnefusion Emergency Removal System (MERS). The Magnefusion 
magnetic strap keeper also saves time. It has a five-year warranty. 

Available in sizes XS, S,M,L, XL, XXL 
$499.95 
Monza Imports, 
monzaimports.com.au k 
(03) 8327 8888 


CDDL CASH 

The new Moto XXX Tyvek Wallet has a wild retro black and white design, both inside and 
out. Its flashspun high-density polyethylene fibre design makes it tear risistant and 
water resistant. It has two cash pockets, credit card pockets and business card pockets. 

$9.95 

Cassons, cassons.com.au 
(02) 8882 1900 
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ADB has spent countless hours (and mega-dollars) creating 
the ultimate motocross convert, complete with rec reg (Vic 
only) and ready to hit trail or track. With a bunch of trick 
bits from the likes of States MX, Pro Circuit, RHK, Force 
Accessories, Ringmaster, Cycra, Vortex, Dunlop, ARC, Emig, 
ODI and Twin Air, this unique Suzuki will be one of the best 
modified RM-Zs in the bush. 


On top of all this, Terry Hay from Shock Treatment will 
dial in the suspension to suit the winner so the handling is 
always on point. This is the first time we’ve given a reader 
the opportunity to win a heavily modified ADB Project bike, 
so don’t miss your chance to be in the running! 

* Note: This unique Suzuki RM-2250 has been modified & track tested by the 
ADB team, so it’s slightly used. Bike has been used for approx 20 hours. 



www.magshop.com.au/adb 
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• 12 issues of Australasian Dirt Bike 
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RM-Z250 Dirt Bike 

Free delivery, delivered straight to 
your door 


HOW TO WIN! 

Subscribe to Australasian Dirt Bike for at least 12 months 
and receive 100 automatic entries! 


Complete the magazine coupon on this page and receive 

10 automatic entries! 


Go online to www.adbmag.com.au and complete the 
online entry form for 1 automatic entry! 

or 

Call 1902 55 6789 or send a text/SMS message with 
their full name and address to 

1995 6789 will receive 5 entries! 


Competition commences 2/02/15 and closes 03/08/15. For full terms and condi- 
tions, please visit http://www.adbmag.com.au/. Winner will be drawn on 08/09/15. 
Competition authorised under permit numbers: NSW LTPS/ 14/07 940, ACT TP 
14/03514, VIC 14/5524, SA 14/1860. Premium SMS cost will not exceed 55c. 
Australian entrants must have premium service access to enter via SMS. Maximum 
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TEST I JACOB WRIGHT'S CDR YAMAHA YZ450F 


Motocross Editor Lee Hogan looks 
at CDR Yamaha’s weapon for the 
2015 season 








raig Dack and his 
CDR Yamaha 
Team have been 
at the pointy end 
of the field for many 
years - not only in 
results but the 
overall 

perception of the 
team and how a 
professional MX outfit 
should conduct itself in 
Australia. Riders such as Kim Ashkenazi, 

Craig Anderson, Chad Reed, Daryl Hurley, Troy 
Carroll and many other stars have steered CDR 


Yamahas to 
championship 
wins over the last 20 

years, with Dack himself winning on Yamahas 
before that. 

I was lucky enough to ride for Craig Dack on 
the way to his first championship as a team 
owner/manager back in 1993, when the outfit 
was Peter Jackson Yamaha. As a rule of 
thumb, Yamaha builds good motocross bikes 
but, generally, no better than other 
manufacturers. 

It’s what happens behind closed doors at 
CDR Yamaha that makes the difference. The 
research and development program is second 


to none and CDR's experience in winning 
championships is top notch. 

For this reason I was very much looking 
forward to testing the latest CDR racer, Jacob 
Wright's 2015 Yamaha YZ450F. I had ridden 
the production version of the bike only weeks 
before so I had a good idea of how the stock 
bike performed. 

After riding and testing all the 2014 MX1 
factory bikes here in Australia (we have the 
Honda CRF450R Factory bike next issue), 
along with Chad Reed’s TwoTwo Motorsports 
Kawasaki KX450F at his test track in Florida, 

I was very keen to throw a leg over Jacob 
Wright’s CDR Yamaha to complete the puzzle. 
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Craig Dack (Dacka) created Craig Dack Racing 
(CDR) in 1993. Dacka himself has achieved great 
success as a racer including four Mr Motocross 
titles, three Manjimup titles, two 250 and 500 Aus- 
tralian motocross titles, two Supercross Masters 
titles and a 250 Supercross championship, while 
also representing Australia in the Motocross Des 
Nations six times from 1986 - 1991. 

Dacka’s success as a racer has continued as 
a team manager and, to date, CDR has won 36 
Motocross, Supercross and Thumper Nats titles 
since its inception, but also two A4DE titles, one 
Endurocross title, one AORC El championship and 
one AORC overall. 

CDR has a large team, nine in total, of dedicated 
staff, who work tirelessly to build championship 
winning machines. 


JACOB WRIGHT 

Age: 19 

Lives: Toowoomba, Qld 

Nineteen-year-old Jacob Wright privateer had a 
standout 2014 season on his Suzuki RM-Z450 
and, as a result, was given a guest ride with CDR 
Yamaha in the back half, filling in for injured Jay 
Marmont. After an injury riddled career himself, 
Wright took the opportunity with both hands, riding 
to a career first MX1 moto win at round eight of the 
Monster Energy MX Nationals at Raymond Terrace, 
where he finished second for the day. Wright also 
bagged a moto win at Gladstone, Qld, before finish- 
ing fifth overall for the season. 

Wright is a multi-time Australian and state junior 
motocross champion, who also loves surfing and 
riding his pushie. 


LOCATION, LOCATION! 

After testing Jay Marmont’s Penrite Honda 
CRF450R at the Nunawading and District 
MCC in Victoria, I decided that this would be 
a good place to put the Yamaha through its 
paces. There are some tricky whoops and 
decent jumps that would give me a good 
gauge as to where the CDR Yamaha fitted in. 
The track was watered and prepped for us, 
with a few slick spots. The sun was shining 
and it would only be a matter of time before 
the track tacked up into some nice loam. 

After throwing on some fresh riding gear it 
was time to have a sit on the bike and make 
any minor adjustments needed. CDR 


technician Brad McAlpine had been my race 
mechanic in years past and his memory served 
him well, enabling him to set up the ’bar and 
levers so I didn’t need to touch a thing. 

The first thing that I noticed when I sat on 
the bike was how tight the headstem was. 
Some riders like to run a tight headstem and 
claim that it gives them less head shake, but I 
don’t like much, if any, resistance in that area. 

Almost to the point that if I put my bike up 
on a pitstand then the handlebar will usually 
fall to one side or the other. So for me this 
was something that I needed to change asap 
to be comfortable. 

When I asked the team mechanics if we 






THE POWER IS REALLY QUITE 
BROAD ON THIS BIKE AND COMES ON 
NICELY OFF THE BOTTOM 


could loosen the headstem a little bit I was 
assured that the absolute minimum amount 
of tension was on the headstem and that the 
stiffness was due to the factory KYB air fork 
and how light it was. Hmmmm, this was 
going to be an interesting warm-up session 
for me. So with a quick throw on of the 
helmet, goggles and gloves it was time to 
head out. 

FIRST THOUGHTS 

For the first three or four laps all I could 
think about was how tight the headstem was. 
I felt like a fish out of water in both corners 
and jumps and the thought stopped me from 
taking on-board any of the engine and 
handling characteristics. 

I was only going a cruisy medium pace to 
try to get comfortable and after about five 
minutes I decided to pull in and get my head 


back in the game. The track was still a bit 
slick from too much watering and I came to 
the conclusion that this bike wasn’t designed 
to be ridden around tentatively. 

This bike was assembled and developed to 
be ridden bloody fast by a confident rider. So 
it was time to head out for another ride with a 
different attitude. And immediately this time 
I felt much more comfortable! 

I’m not going to lie and say I didn’t notice 
the headstem, but at my race pace it was 
nowhere near as noticeable. I could feel that 
the engine was strong once it got into the 


meaty part of the power but the suspension 
was what came straight to the front of my 
mind after completing my first hot lap. 

And it was a particular part of the stroke 
that blew me away with the suspension. 

There is a big set of whoops at Nunawading 
that you can triple into if you are on a 
super-fast bike. It takes a big seat bounce 
and a huge punch of power to make it all the 
way to the third whoop. 

If you come up a bit short you need to 
strap yourself in because not only will you 
cop a seat to the rear end but you will have to 
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Clutch cover 


Inspection plug 


Chain blocks 


Complete clutch assembly 
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Rear sprocket 


Twin wall handlebar 


Full Diamond handgrips (soft) 


ECU, launch control 
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hang on for dear life over the next three 
whoops as the bike tries to jack hammer you 
over the ’bar. 

On my first hot lap I came up a bit short 
to clear the first three whoops and gripped 
tight for impact and ... nothing! 

The bike soaked up the big hit with ease 
and proceeded to skip me across the next 
three whoops like they were a few easy sand 
rollers at your local track. I was impressed. 
So much so that I purposely cased those 
puppies once again the very next lap just to 
make sure I hadn’t fluked some random 
rhythm. Sure enough, exactly the same 
thing! Wow, the bottom half of the fork’s and 
rear shock stroke was super impressive. 


ENGINE DEPARTMENT 

From my first hot lap I knew that there was 
something nice going on underneath me. But 
I already knew that the production Yamaha 
450cc engine is one of the strongest in the 
class. I didn’t really know what to expect out 
of the CDR engine, to be completely honest, 
because there is only so much power that a 
rider can handle out of a 450cc bike before 
they become unrideable. 

The first thing I noticed with the engine 
was that the gearing was quite a bit different 
to what I would run. Riders tend to go in one 
of two directions with their gearing. They 
either set their bike up so that they can run 
third gear in 90% of corners and sometimes 
even fourth gear in the faster, open ones. 

This is how Chad Reed’s Kawasaki and Kirk 
Gibb’s Motorex KTM were set up. It’s also 
how I set up my BCP Honda CRF450R. The 
other way to set up your gearing is to have it 
so you run second gear in the tighter corners 
and third in those faster turns, which is how 
Matt Moss has his Suzuki and Jacob Wright 
has his CDR Yamaha geared. 

With the grippy turns at Nunawading, I 
actually had to go down to first in some of 
the blasting corners, which was a new 
experience for me. Particularly on this track, 
the gap between gears was a little bit too 
wide and I would have gone up two teeth on 
the rear sprocket. 

This would also give the bike a bit more 
mid-range punch. The power is really quite 
broad and comes on nicely off the bottom, 
but really comes into its own with a strong 
mid-range and top-end. The strong smell of 
VP fuel comes across when you’re riding and 
reminds you constantly that you are riding 
something special. 

The engine is a good, strong package but 
it isn’t the bottom-end monster that I 
experienced when riding Reed’s and Gibb’s 
450cc bikes and it doesn’t have the 
adrenaline-rushing, hair-standing-up on your 
arms type of power that Marmont’s Honda 
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CRF450R had (see next issue of ADB). But it 
does have a very useable and broad power 
plant that will get you up and over any 
massive jump that you may attempt and keep 
you tracking nicely along those rough 
straights. 

HANDLING 

It was the handling of this bike that really 
impressed me from the get-go. The fork has to 
be the best front suspension that I have ridden 
with in recent times. It only needed a couple 
of clicks softer in the compression to soak up 
the small, chattery bumps that Nunawading 
had entering some of the corners but the 
bottoming resistance and how it handled on 
the big hits was phenomenal. 

At the time I rode this bike, only Josh 
Coppins had ridden with this fork and he also 
claimed it was right up there with the best he 
had ever used. 

The shock was also a factory unit with all 
three adjusters being up the top of the shock 
body and this unit worked really well, while 
looking pretty damn trick. 

I didn’t need to play with the clickers at all 
with the rear-end as it handled the big hits 


with ease and tracked very well on the small, 
choppy stuff. Together the suspension worked 
well as a pair with no diving up front and no 
major step outs with the rear-end. 

One thing I did notice with the fork being so 
ridiculously light is that you do notice a very 
slight imbalance with weight distribution. But 
once you get used to the lightness of the 
front-end it isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 

It allows you to ride with your body even 
slightly more aggressive over the front to even 
out the weight distribution. If you stayed in 
your normal body position over jumps you 
could often find yourself jumping a little bit 
front wheel high. 

ERGOS 

The ergonomics on the CDR Yamaha YZ450F 
are just like the production Yamaha, a tad on 
the bulky side. I rode a friend’s Yamaha over 
in Adelaide recently fitted with a set of 
after-market radiator shrouds which made the 
bike feel a lot slimmer, but CDR Yamaha runs 
the stock ones. 

I believe you can get used to anything and it 
will feel comfortable after a certain amount of 
time and this was the case with the CDR 


Internal engine mods are designed to 
improve power delivery from low revs to 
the top-end. How good can it be? 
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THE BIKE RETAINS ITS BULKY FEEL 
AND, I STILL HAVE TO SAY, SEEMS A 
BIT HEAVY TIPPING INTO CORNERS 


Yamaha for me. After an hour or so I felt very 
much at home with the bulkier ergos. I tend to 
ride with my bum back a tad more on the 
Yamaha than all of the other bikes due to the 
wider, flat seat and that allows a bit more of a 
comfy position. You just have to lean your upper 
body a little bit further forward. 

The 'bar and levers were super comfy but the 
one thing that stood out to me the most was the 
Xtrig ’bar mounts. 

They are almost like suspension for your 
handlebar and work ridiculously well. 

SUMMARY 

I’d actually ridden with these mounts on Chad 
Reed’s race bike and didn’t realise it at the time. 
After riding this CDR Yamaha I went and bought 
myself a set because I had to have them (yes, I 
tried to get sponsorship). 

Overall, Jacob Wright’s CDR Yamaha YZ450F 
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is a well-rounded race weapon. The engine that I 
had the opportunity of riding with was only stage 
one of what will, no doubt, be a multi-stage 
process, but already it was a nice powerplant. 

The suspension is on track to be truly world 
class. The fork, in particular, blew me away and 
the shock was equally impressive, 
complementing the front-end. 

Hopefully, this KYB gear will filter through to 
the production bike. The bike retains its bulky 
feel and, I still have to say, seems a bit heavy 
tipping into corners. 

You need to be more forceful throwing this 
bike into nice berms and deep ruts or it will tip 
up on you. But overall the CDR Yamaha Team are 
once again on the right track going into the new 
season. 

Look for them near the pointy end of the pack 
in 2015 with Jacob Wright and Kade Mosig 
steering these weapons around. 



Photo Credit: RallyZone Bauer/Barni 
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SITTING 

PRETTY 


For those who 
are only sitting 
down, not racing 
and just 
participating in 
trailrides, I’d be 
encouraging 
most blokes over 
90kg to still go 
with a 500 over 
a 450cc. 


mm 


Too small for a 450 or 500? 


For those of you out there not 
confident on a big bike I’d be 
encouraging you to buy a 350, 
not a 250. The 350 is still a 
competent desert machine, in 
fact we’ve done some testing on a 
350 EXC-F at Finke and through 
the whoops and rough stuff I was 
as quick on the 350 as I was on 
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the 450, until I got to the 
hardpack high-speed sections 
where the 350 struggled because 
the top speed is around 160km/h. 

You can ride a 250F but the 
top speed is not competitive. I 
wish the first time I raced Finke 
was on a 250F instead of a 450 
because it was just too scary. 






A ustralia is the world’s sixth largest 
country, covering 7,617,930 
square kilometres, and with a 
population of roughly 23 million, 
most of whom inhabit the east coast, it’s fair 
to say we have a bit of free space. In fact, our 
land mass-to-population ratio comes in at just 
3.08 people per square kilometre. 

By comparison, Russia, which is the largest 
country in the world with a land mass of 
16,377,742 square kilometres and a 
population of 144 million has a population 
density of eight people per square km. 

What this all means is we’ve got a tonne of 
uninhabited, dry, flat land, perfect for big-bore 
four-strokes. But just which machine is the 
ideal desert sled: 450 or 500 four-stroke? In 
most enduro tests we’ve done, which tend to 
focus on trailriding and off-road racing, the 
500cc machines are the weapons of choice 
thanks to their torque and superior handling. 

But riding in the desert requires a different 
skillset and, therefore, different weaponry. 
Some of the attributes you find handy in the 
bush aren’t necessarily beneficial in the sand. 

To figure out what this was all about, we 
took 450cc and 500cc four-strokes out to 
Mildura, Vic, home of the Hattah Desert Race, 
with the King of the Desert, Ben Grabham, 
and watched him pump out lap after lap while 
carefully analysing each bike’s pros and cons 
in this hostile environment. And while the 
bikes we used were KTMs, this test is not KTM 
specific, with the orange duo simply playing 
our sand bitches. The outcome should apply to 
all makes (see breakout on page 56). 

RIGHT DECISION 

When you’re laying down more than $12,000 
for your weekend play thing, you want to make 
sure you make the right decision. Unlike the 
Hawaiian shirt you got for Christmas, you can’t 
just exchange the bike for a store credit. So 
it’s important to pick the bike that will get the 
job done in the best possible fashion. 

So I’m going to cut right to the chase and 
go on the record to say the 500cc machine is 
a more capable desert sled than the 450. This 
will no doubt displease some egotistical 450 
owners who have been brainwashed, but in all 
the testing we did riding both back-to-back 
there was no way we could go past the 500. 



EXC or SX-F? 

In all our desert and off-road things like rego and the wide-ratio 

racing last year we elected to go gearbox, larger fuel tank etc make 

with the EXC over the SX-F on the it the obvious choice. In my 
KTM Team, because it is made oppinion there is no benefit 

for what we do and the SX-F just whatsoever to racing the SX-F 

isn’t made to encounter the model in the desert over the EXC. 

obstacles we encounter in the 
bush or in the desert. Obviously 
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Everyone has a spirit of adventure. For some it might just be taking the family to that favourite camping spot, for others it might mean conquering the most extreme of 
off-road tracks. Or it might just be that feeling of knowing you have the tools to hitch up the boat or caravan and take off whenever you want. Whatever your sense of 
adventure, there’s a no-nonsense Isuzu ute or SUV built with all the advanced features you need to get you there and back - safely and in style. Powered by a super-efficient 
3.0L turbo diesel engine, and backed by a rock-solid 5 year warranty and a 5-star ANCAP safety rating , the Isuzu D-MAX & MU-X are ready for any adventure. 


Inspire your spirit of adventure at isuzuute.com.au 
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“5-star ANCAP safety rating on 4x4 D-MAX Crew Cab models built from November 2015 onwards and all MU-X models. 
"Whichever occurs first, for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. 




RUBBERY 

QUESTION 

If I was to pick rubber to finish Finke 
it would have to be a desert or 
rally-style tyre. Michelin and Pirelli do 
a great desert donut, as do Dunlop, 
and some of the little guys like Midas. 

At other races, like Hattah, you can 
run any tyre you want and it will 
typically last the same distance, with 
the same traction, but with Finke you 
need that rally-spec tyre. We found 
the knobs on a regular dirt tyre 
deteriorate too quickly at Finke. 

What most people don’t realise 
when preparing for Finke is that when 
you test a tyre pre-running, you’re 
stopping for lunch and for water but 
when you’re racing you don’t stop at 
all and that’s what cooks most tyres. 

If you’re racing events like the 
Gascoyne Dash or Kumarina 500 you 
can run the same tyre you’d run at 
Finke. Back when I was racing Dakar 
we would run the same tyre in 
transports as we would in the desert. 

And the same goes for those not 
racing. I’d still run a desert/rally tyre 
for trailriding in the desert. 


But there are still up sides and down sides to 
both in the sand. 

When I’m at full fitness I much prefer the 
500 over the 450 to ride in desert conditions 
or in deep sand. This is largely due to the 
mid-range grunt. The 500 generates a much 
bigger punch in the mid- than the 450, which 
makes a big difference when you need to get 
out of trouble. Unlike a bush test which might 
see the rider prefer less grunt and weight to 
get them out of trouble, in the desert that 
little extra grunt is an advantage not a curse. 

Flowever in saying that, if I’m coming off an 
injury and haven’t done much riding I prefer 
the 450, because it is just a little bit 
mellower. Once you get the bikes up and 
moving they are pretty close, but the 500 will 
have a little more torque, which is something 
you need in the desert. 

I’m definitely faster on the 500. As for the 
clubman desert rider who isn’t interested in 
racing it really just depends on your weight. If 
you’re 90kg or heavier I’d be urging you to 
strongly consider the 500, but if you are under 
90kg then you could manage on a 450. 

For the clubman who only wants to race 
desert with plenty of high-speed stuff, sand 
and long straights I’d suggest the 450. The 


500s are super smooth, but over a long race 
you will probably get a better result on the 
450 as you might be able to ride it harder in 
the sand for longer without getting in an ugly 
situation as fast as the 500 will. 

When riding in the desert, the rules change. 
Where some find 500s more placid in the 
bush because they can be ridden a gear taller 
than a 450, the same cannot be said for the 
desert as most people will find themselves 
opening the throttle harder and for longer. 

The most concerning factor when riding in 
the desert is a rider’s conception of what 
they’re actually doing. 

OBSTACLES 

Because you can ride harder and use more 
throttle, some will be unaware just how fast or 
how hard they are riding. This is where the 
500 can get you into a lot of trouble. 

If you come across an obstacle like a rock, a 
hole, a washout or, in my case, a kangaroo, 
the 500 will be harder to stop and will most 
likely be going faster. The 500 engine isn’t 
necessarily wilder in the desert, it’s just so 
much more powerful and you’re going to be 
moving faster every time you open the throttle, 
even though it is only 50cc difference. 


Main: The 500 is harder to slow down 
1. Obstacles come up more quickly 
2^Straight line speed is up 5km/h on 
the 500 

. >\ 


ip 5km/h on 
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so 

WHAT 
ELSE 
IS OUT 
THERE? 


Beta RR430 and 
RR480 

Husqvarna 
FE450 and 
FE501 

Sherco SEF450R 
and SEF500R 
(maybe?) 

TM EN450 Fi 
and EN530 Fi 


GEAR 

UP! 

The gearbox on 
the EXC is so 
wide ratio that 
we can run 
14/48 final 
gearing on the 
500, which is 
down two teeth 
on the rear from 
standard. 


"OUR DESERT TEAM 
HAS DECIDED TO GO 
WITH THE 500 
BECAUSE IT IS SUCH 
A COMPETENT 
MACHINE" 




In almost stock trim, with the exception of an 
FMF Powerparts slip-on muffler, we put the 
two bikes back-to-back to see which had the 
higher top speed. The result was no surprise, 
with the 500 topping out at 181km/h and the 
450, with the same gearing and pipe, doing 
176km/h. 

The suspension and chassis respond 
differently. Not because of the engine but 
because when I twist the throttle the 500 is 
going to send me into the bumps just that 
little bit harder and faster. If I were going at 
the same speed on both bikes they will feel 
very similar, but if I crank the throttle on the 
500 it is more difficult to handle. 

The characteristics of the two engines are 
like non-identical twins: the same but kinda 
different. There is way more torque, bottom 
and mid-range power in the 500 than the 
450. I found I could always pull a gear taller 
on a 500 a little earlier than on the 450 which 
made it easier to ride. The 450 has a lot less 
torque, bottom-end and mid-range power, but 
will rev on a little bit further each gear than 
the 500. 

MODIFICATIONS 

So you’ve decided the ideal bike for the desert 
is the 500. But what about modifications? No 
bike is built for desert racing, especially the 
conditions we get here in Australia so if you 
bought a 500 and knew all you were going to 
be doing was burning through the desert you 
need to be very particular with modifications. 
There’s no need to go chasing massive top 
speed because, let’s be honest, who needs to 
go faster than the speeds I just mentioned? 
The first thing I would bolt onto the bike 
would be a steering damper. 

Using Finke as an example, on a standard 
bike the first thing I’d miss would be a 
steering damper, followed by something to grip 
with my legs. I’d bolt on a set of Steg Pegz. 
And then if I had any money left I’d modify 
the suspension for my weight. 

The common misconception is that, 
because the 500s are so quiet they lack 
power, but that’s simply not true. 

For our desert team this year we have 
decided to go with the 500 because it is such 
a competent desert machine, with minimal 
work required. It is the most powerful bike out 
there so it just nails the design brief. 

Last year Toby Price used the same bike to 
race all the desert races and all we did was 
replace the piston. The 500 is a cheap way of 
racing those long distance events. 

The bikes have to endure the worst kind of 
abuse any rider can inflict on a bike, and the 
500 has stood up really well. If you’re keeping 
your air filter and in-line fuel filter clean and 
change the oil regularly they should last just 
as long in the desert as they would in the 
bush. We are getting well over 100 hours out 
of a 500 in stock trim at Finke, which is more 
than the 450 will do! mb 


* 






It’s time 

to change 

your brand of 

oil filter 


The company that makes the best air filters in MX 
also brings you oil filters. Fuel filters, too. 

If there's a way for dirt to get into your engine, 
there's a Twin Air filter to stop it. 


Stick to the Twin Air brand. 
Dirt does. 



TWINAIR.COM 

DISTRIBUTED BY CASSONS PTY LTD - AUSTRALIA II P: +61(0)2 8882 1900 II F: +61(0)2 8882 1999 
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SPECIAL REPORT I RECREATIONAL REGISTRATION II 
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After turning our Suzuki RM-Z250 into a mega-trick bush weapon 
we find out how rec reg works and put the hard word on NSW 
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e all love 
riding dirt 
bikes. If we 
didn’t then you 
probably 
wouldn’t be reading this 
magazine. But it is becoming 
increasingly hard to participate 
in the sport because of the 
constant introduction of more 
rules and regulations. 

There have always been 
boundaries. We have always had 
to honour certain moral and legal 
obligations when riding. But 
there was a time when things 
were much simpler. 

These days we have significant 
guidelines on what we can and 
can’t do. Licensing, registration, 
bike restrictions, age restrictions, 


their pitchforks and causing a 
riot over those apparent noisy, 
fuel-guzzling, ozone layer-killing 
dirtbikes. Of course we all know 
that dirt bikes are quite the 
opposite, and that most riders 
are smart and friendly people. 

But the fact is that some folk 
just don’t like us, and the 
problem is that those people 
outnumber us greatly. The 
government has to keep everyone 
happy and unfortunately, as a 
result of us being a smaller 
group, the law is not always in 
our favour. 

Having said all that, the 
Victorian government did get one 
thing right when it introduced 
recreational registration in 1999, 
followed by Tasmania. If you 


While it is not a factory 
bike, the RM-Z is damn 
trick as a bush beast 




noise restrictions, riding area 
limits and bans are all factors 
that make it difficult for us to 
simply load up the bikes and 
head off. 

There are probably people out 
there who have read this far and 
begun their regular anti-police 
rant. But it must be recognised 
that the people who enforce the 
laws are not to blame. 

And in reality, although there 
are some laws that might be 
unnecessary, most of them are 
there for valid reasons. 

The rules are there not only for 
safety and legal-liability reasons, 
but also to try and keep the 
wider community from grabbing 


read Part 1 of our rec reg 
feature, ‘Making it Legal’ in the 
November issue ( ADB #422), 
you would have seen the benefits 
of rec reg and how most other 
states are well behind. Is it really 
that good and how exactly does it 
work? Where can’t you ride? 

What can you ride? And what 
restrictions are there? In order to 
answer these questions and 
more, we enlisted the help of 
Senior Sergeant Dan Hilton, from 
Victoria Police’s State Highway 
Patrol. Dan is a trailrider himself 
and manages the Solo Unit, so 
he is more than qualified to give 
us a rundown on the situation in 
the garden state. 
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THE POLICE VIEW 


Senior Sergeant Dan Hilton's Solo 
Unit is a full-time motorcycle 
section that undertakes 
motorcycle policing functions. 

The unit's trailbike fleet 
consists of ’ 1 5 KTM 500EXCs set 
up for patrol work. Some of the 
common duties include patrols in 
state forests and parks , searches 
for missing persons and road 
policing in hard-to-reach areas. 

Q. From a police perspective, what are 
the rules surrounding full registration 
and recreational registration? 

A.Registration is required for all 
vehicles that are used on any 
land, except private property, in 
Victoria. This includes all state 
forests and parks, national parks 
and even areas where motorcycles 
might otherwise be prohibited. 

Rec reg provides insurance 
coverage for motorcycles but it 
places restrictions on the areas 
where these motorcycles are 
allowed to ride, in comparison to 
those with full registration. Users 
must meet all the conditions of 
that registration at all times for 
the registration to apply. 

Q. What must bikes be equipped with? 

A. All recreationally-registered 
motorcycles must be 
mechanically safe and be fitted 
with a headlight, taillight, 
brakelight, horn, mirror and a 
chainguard that protects the rider 
from the countershaft sprocket. 

These requirements are listed 
on an information sheet produced 
by VicRoads. It is important to 
note all these items are directly 
related to safety and must be 
fitted to the motorcycle at all 
times. 

All items relate to safety and 
are mandatory. This is particularly 
true with features such as a 
headlight. It may not be your 
intention to stay out on a ride at 
night, but if for some reason you 
get delayed or have mechanical 
troubles, you then could turn on 
your headlight, for the benefit of 
oncoming traffic as much as 
yourself. The same safety 
considerations apply in fog and 
dusty singletrack, where the 
opposing rider or driver may see 
the light well before they see the 
bike. If this prevents one head-on 
collision it is a good thing. 


Q. Where and when can trailriders use 
their rec reg’d bikes? 

A. The intention of rec reg is 
based on the fact that the 
purpose of the vehicle is so 
specific (covering the terrain it is 
to be used on) that it is 
reasonable to allow certain 
exemptions from aspects of the 
ADR’s. A number of conditions 
are imposed to ensure the vehicle 
is only used on lightly-trafficked 
roads and forest roads. 

There is an information sheet 
on the VicRoads website that lists 
these conditions. There is also a 
list of 10 forest roads that cannot 
be used. These were added in 
2010 as they were no longer 
considered lightly-trafficked due 
to sealing and increased use by 
conventional vehicles. 

Rec reg cannot be used in 
built-up areas and can only 
operate on roads that are not 
freeways or arterial roads. If a 


road has a speed limit sign then 
rec reg is not legal. 

It is very clear that rec reg is 
only intended for use on roads 
where high traffic is not expected 
or there is minimal housing and 
residents. This is why areas that 
have become subject to high 
tourist activity may be restricted 
from use by rec reg vehicles. 

All registered roads in Victoria 
are issued with a number. With 
the exception of the previously- 
mentioned 10 excluded roads, rec 
reg may be used on all roads 
classified between 3000 to 3999. 
Classification and codes are 
shown in the VicRoads County 
Street Directory. 

Q. What are the ramifications of not 
having either full or rec reg? 

A. Motorcycle riders riding on 
public land must be registered. 
The offence of riding an 
unregistered motorcycle carries a 


penalty of up to $738 depending 
on the engine capacity. 

This offence is also applicable 
to a person who rides a rec reg 
motorcycle outside the conditions 
of the registration, which includes 
riding the motorcycle on roads not 
permitted under rec reg. 

People need to be mindful of 
the ramifications of riding a 
motorcycle that is unregistered in 
the event that they are involved in 
a collision. There may be issues 
with insurance coverage and 
coverage for medical expenses 
and loss of income may be 
compromised. This can be further 
complicated where a third party 
may be injured as a result of your 
collision and the onus of liability. 

Q. What are the ramifications if a bike is 
registered but does not have a working 
headlight etc? 

A. There is a requirement for all 
motorcycles on public land to 


have a working headlight. This 
requirement is no different for rec 
reg motorcycles. If the motorcycle 
is registered but does not have a 
working headlight or a headlight 
is not fitted, generally a defect 
notice is issued. 

An infringement notice can also 
be issued for using a vehicle that 
does not comply with the 
standards for registration. This 
currently carries a $369 penalty. 
There is also a requirement for all 
learner riders who got their 
learner’s permit after October 1 
last year to ride with their 
headlight on at all times. 

Q. Is there any leniency for people who 
might be caught out on a technicality, 
but overall are doing the right thing? 

A. When people choose to ride a 
motorcycle in a public area of the 
state they need to take full 
responsibility for doing the right 
thing. The rules are clear, 


especially around licensing and 
registration, and people need to 
comply 100 per cent of the time. 

Police employ a practical 
approach to policing on trail 
bikes; however everyone who 
chooses to ride needs to take 
responsibility for their actions. 

Here are the key points: 

• You must always be licensed 
and ride a motorcycle that your 
licence authorises you to ride. 

• You must always be registered 
and riding in areas that your 
registration authorises you to ride 
(recreation registration restrictions 
must be complied with). 

• The metal numberplate 
issued by VicRoads must be 
“attached to the motorcycle” (not 
attached to your backpack or 
copied as a sticker). 

• You must ride the motorcycle 
with all the mandatory safety 
equipment (headlight, taillight 
and brakelight in particular). 

• Ensure you comply with all 
the conditions of your licence 
(high-vis vest and headlights on 
for new learners since October 1). 

• Take responsibility for your 
riding behaviour and remember 
that drink and drug driving 
legislation applies in the bush. 

All riders need to be aware that 
they are on public roads covered 
by the road rules and Road Safety 
Act. There are many other lawful 
users of these roads and although 
at times it may feel like you are 
isolated or ‘in the bush’ the law 
applies all the same. 

This is never more evident than 
when accidents occurs in these 
isolated places and too often 
involves riders of trailbikes. The 
physical and financial cost of 
these incidents can be 
astronomical. 

Q. What is the overall behaviour of 
trailriders like? Do most guys/girls do 
the right thing? 

A. There are always the few who 
spoil it for the rest and this can 
have a significant affect on the 
responsible riders. Riding noisy 
motorcycles, causing excessive 
environmental damage, riding 
irresponsibly and riding 
unregistered motorcycles can all 
draw unnecessary attention to an 
enjoyable recreational activity 
enjoyed by many. 


Rec reg provides 
insurance coverage but it 
places restrictions on the 
areas those motorcycles are 
allowed to ride in 
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WE PUSHED THE LIMITS. I 


The all-new Maverick™ X® ds. The industry’s first factory-installed turbo, delivering a blistering 
121 hp. A responsive TTA rear suspension with impressive travel and exclusive FOX shocks. 
And a roomy, ergonomically designed cockpit. It’s engineered for those who put everything 
to the test, including themselves. Learn how you can rule the dunes and the desert at 

Can-AmOffroad.com/MaverickXds. The ride says it all. 





www.brppromo.com/adb/ 


FOR PRICING AND TEST RIDE 

CALL-1300657870 © 


©2014 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc (BRP). All rights reserved. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment 
without incurring obligation. Some models depicted may include optional equipment. Read the side-by-side vehicle Operator's Guide and watch the Safety DVD before driving. For your safety: wear 
a helmet, eye protection and other protective gear. Side-by-side vehicles are for off-road use only. Operator must be at least 16 years old. Drive responsibly. 
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THE BIKE 


REC REG 

Maverick wiring kit (incl. mirror, 

horn and taillight) $279 

Polisport Halo headlight $99 

VicRoads inspection $43.90 

VicRoads rec reg $228.60 

FLIGHT DECK 

Odi handlebar $169.95 

Odi crossbrace pad $31.95 

EMIG handgrips $34.95 

ARC front brake lever .. $109.95 
ARC clutch lever/perch $289.95 
Cycra handguards $89.95 

MOTOR 

Pro Circuit T6 Pro System 

exhaust $1149.95 

RHK red bling kit $99.95 

Twin-Air air filter $29.95 

Twin-Air oil filter $10.95 

Twin-Air fuel filter $49.95 

Twin-Air airbox cover $34.95 

CHASSIS 

States MX wheel set $899 

States MX sprocket $99.95 

RK gold chain $149 

Oversize front disc $249.95 

Force bashplate $185.46 


Force radiator guards ..$203.61 

Force rear disc guard $85 

Force clutch cover $195 

Force Accessories custom ADB 
engraving of clutch cover .... $25 

Force case saver $39 

RHK Pursuit footpegs ..$129.95 

RHK tank cap $39.95 

RHK alloy chainguide .... $59.95 
Ringmaster graphics $399.95 

SPEND TO DATE: $15,503.67 

SUPPLIERS: suzukimotorcycles. 
com.au, maverickautoelectronics. 
com (Maverick wiring kit), 
linkint.com.au (Polisport, States 
MX, RK), vicroads.vic.gov.au, 
lustyindustries.com (ODI, ARC, 
Emig), ficeda.com.au (Cycra), 
monzaimports.com.au (Pro 
Circuit), jtr.com.au (RHK), 
cassons.com.au (Twin-Air), 
forceaccessories.com.au, 
ringmaster.com.au 

Keep your eyes peeled on future 
issues of ADB for a full product 
evaluation on the parts. 




We are hoping that an announcement can be made soon. 
NSW is due to have an election in the first half of 20 1 5 so we 
are hopeful the Minister can announce something 


NEXT CAB OFF THE 
RANK 

In the November issue, we 
reported that NSW had come the 
closest of all states and territories 
since Victoria and Tasmania to 
adopting a recreational 
registration scheme. 

According to Dave Cooke, from 
Motorcycling NSW and the NSW 
Motorcycle Alliance lobby group, 
there could be an announcement 
in the next few months. 

“We are continuing to work 
with the Minister for Roads and 
Freight, Duncan Gay, and 
Transport For NSW [a 
government department] to bring 


about recreational rego for NSW 
riders. The Minister has 
acknowledged it is important for 
our industry, and also important 
for the safety of riders that we get 
a scheme off the ground to not 
only give us legal options for trail 
riding, but to make sure there is 
some sort of insurance cover 
there for riders under the CTP 
scheme.” 

Cooke says there has been 
progress, but not much of it is 
visible to the public because of 
the number of governement 
departments involved and the 
amount of liaison required. 

“We are hoping that an 


announcement can be made early 
this year, as NSW is due to have 
an election in the first half of 
2015, so we are hopeful that the 
Minister can announce something 
before then. 

“Obviously though, that is just 
what we are hoping for, and there 
are no guarantees that everything 
will be in place by then. 

“The best way riders can help 
is to write letters or emails to 
their local Member of State 
Parliament, and Mr Gay 
reinforcing how important it is 
that we get rec reg. 

“We need to point out that it is 
important for the safety of all 


users of forests and parks, not 
just riders, that there be some 
kind of regulation and insurance 
for the people using these places 
for recreation, and that off-road 
riders in NSW have places to ride 
legally and responsibly.” If NSW 
gets recreational registration 
across the line there is more 
chance that other states will 
follow their lead. 

With the support of the NSW 
Motorcycle Alliance and 
Motorcycling NSW, we have 
created a petition that we hope to 
present to the NSW Minister for 
Roads and Freight. 

If you are a resident of NSW 
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JOIN THE 
CAUSE! 

TO THE MINISTER FOR ROADS AND FREIGHT, 
THE HONOURABLE DUNCAN GAY 



We, the members of the motorcycling public, believe that some 
form of recreational registration for motorcycles in the state of New 
South Wales is necessary for the safety of all users of forests and 
parks, not just motorcyclists. There needs to be some kind of 
regulation and insurance for the people using these places for 
recreation and there needs to be places where off-road riders can 
ride legally and responsibly in New South Wales. 

Off-road motorcycle riding is a popular and legitimate hobby 
which is undertaken by people all over Australia. Australians have 
been riding motorcycles off-road for over a century. Unfortunately 
there is a small minority out there who are not capable of riding 
safely and responsibly who have given the motorcycle community a 
bad name. As a result, it has been tough for riders to find places 
where they can legally ride in a safe and responsible manner. 

By introducing recreational registration, the government will give 
riders an easier and more affordable option when it comes to 
registering their motorcycles. This means that there will be more 
riders participating in the sport legally and with insurance, 
benefitting not only themselves but the rest of the public. 

Australasian Dirt Bike Magazine, Motorcycling NSW and the 
NSW Motorcycle Alliance all support this petition. 


PETITION 


and would like to see a rec reg 
model introduced, then head to 
www.adbmag.com.au and sign our 
online petition. Once we get 
enough names, we will send it to 
Mr Gay in the hope that it will 
convince him that rec reg is 
needed in NSW. 

OUR WEAPON 

Before the first part of our rec reg 
series, we took our long-term 
Suzuki RM-Z250 to VicRoads in 
order to get it recreational ly 
registered. We had attached a 
headlight, taillight, horn and 
mirror and, without much trouble, 
VicRoads gave us the stamp of 
approval. 

Since then the bike has been 
ridden in the bush and on the 
track, proving that it is capable of 
swinging both ways. But 


map switch, be ridden like any 
other fully-fledged motocross 
weapon. So as well as the 
necessary items needed for 
enduro, we have also added an 
exhaust system, new wheels and 
tyres, new handlebar, grips, levers, 
a bling kit, free breathing air filter, 
oil filter, fuel filter and a wicked 
looking graphics kit. While it’s not 
a factory bike, the RM-Z is a damn 
trick bush beast. 

There are probably readers 
cursing us for having a bike that is 
worth a small fortune. But the 
good news is that when it's 
finished we’ll be giving it away! 

That’s right, this bike could be 
yours! By simply subscribing to 
Australia’s #1 dirtbike magazine 
you could have this moto/enduro 
weapon delivered straight to your 
door. And to make this deal even 


DO YOU WANT REC REG IN NSW? 
SIGN UP AT ADBMAG.COM.AU OR FILL OUT 
THIS FORM AND SEND IT TO US! 

PLEASE PRINT YOUR DETAILS 


Name: 


Address: 




State: 

Post Code: 

Tel: ( ) 



□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


^ Please do not provide information about me to any organisation not associated with this 
petition. Please see pg 193 for the location of our Privacy Notice 

Cut out and send original form to: 

ADB Magazine - Reg Reg Petition 
Locked Bag 12, Oakleigh, Vic, 3166 



By simply subscribing to 
Australia's oldest and most 
respected dirt bike magazine 
you would have this moto/ 
enduro weapon delivered 
straight to your door 


realistically, the RM-Z was just a 
motocross bike with a few lights. 
Sure, it went all right in the bush, 
but as it stood, it had no 
protection (bashplate, radiator 
guards etc.), no handguards, stiff 
suspension and standard 
motocross ignition maps. Well, 
with a little help from our friends, 
we are changing all that, turning 
this bike into a serious enduro 
machine. But that wasn’t enough 
for us. 

We wanted this bike to stand 
out, to turn heads. We wanted it to 
be able to be ridden out of the 
bush and onto a motocross track 
and, with the flick of an ignition 


sweeter, we’ll get the suspension 
set up specifically for you and your 
type of riding by Terry Hay at 
Shock Treatment. 

So turn to page 36 to find out 
how you can win it. 

NEXT TIME 

We still have a little bit in store for 
this beast and you can find out 
what that is in the third and final 
part of our rec reg series in a few 
issues time. 

We’ll give you a full rundown of 
the build and an update on the rec 
reg situation around the country. 
Just think, your state could be the 
next one to fall! mb 
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-SIMPLY BETTER 


Waterproof without a case 

*' •. w up to 10 meters 




THE ALL NEW 

C0NT0URR0AM3 


HD ACTION SPORT CAMERA 


• Instant photo mode can be set for single frame or multiple burst shots 

• Built-in universal camera mount (V4”-20) makes it compatible with all standard 


mounts and tripods 

• Instant-on video record switch 

• Waterproof up to 10 meters without a case 

• Rugged impact resistant aluminum casing 

• Records video at 1 0801330 frames per second or 720(360 frames per second 

• 270-degree rotating lens 

• Built-in laser level ensures the perfect angle every time 

• Locking switch keeps the camera from turning on or off accidentally 

• "fc 

Only $299.95 


www.contouraustralia.com.au ph: 1 800 722 041 
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ADVENTURE RIDE I BMW SAFARI 





WORDS & PHOTOS // DANNY WILKINSON 






Main: Tassie has a great variety of terrain for 
adventure riding fans 

1. The cow cockie supervises 

2. Swags are part of the deal 

3. Now lift when I say '1,2,3 go' 

4. Bruce Graydon was a lucky fella 


GONE WITH THE WIND 


Mount Barrow might be less 
well-known than Ben Lomond, 
but as you wind your way up the 
tight twists and hairpins, there 
is no doubt that it is a 
spectacular bit of riding. The 
washouts and steep, loose 
gravel wrong-foots a few riders 
on the way up but the closest we 
come to a serious incident is 
when a strong gust of wind 
knocks Bruce Graydon from his 
feet and almost sends him 
hurtling down the mountain. 

Bruce is a real character so 
I’m relieved when a rock shelf 
breaks his fall. 

A couple of metres to the left 
and it would have been a vastly 
different story! 


of bikes crowding around the few available cabins 
seems to grow. Peering out of the swag later in the 
night, looking up at the sky as a thin sheet of cloud 
cover blows over and gives way to a blanket of stars, I 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 

A chilly ride down to Dove Lake kicks off Day Two. 
The dash blinks again as if to remind me that it is 
still cold, just in case my fingers aren’t numb. 

Despite the temperature, the sight of windswept 
clouds whipping across the craggy peak of Cradle 
Mountain is something special. 

A heavy police presence pulls the field in for an 
early-morning breath test on the only road out, but 
they are friendly and a number of riders make 
mention of the understanding nature of the 
Tasmanian constabulary over the course of the week. 

After a run across the somewhat barren landscape 
of the Great Lakes region, a stop at the Waddamana 
Power Station makes for a really interesting 
diversion. A lot of effort has gone into restoring the 
old hydro plant and it is well worth a look. 


F ive. ..four. ..three. ..two. ..one. The numbers 
slowly drop on the digital dash as the sun 
drops below the horizon. I’m not sure whose 
bright idea it was to put temperature guages 
on motorcycles but as the bush comes alive with 
critters and I make my way up the winding ribbon of 
tar to Cradle Mountain, I would be happy to not 
know how cold it is. 

Joining the ride late on the first day, I catch up 
with the crew at a flash marquee in the grounds of 
the Cradle Mountain Discovery Park. With tales of 
the day’s ride flowing as freely as the beverages, it 
doesn’t take long before talk turns to the joys of 
camping in the frosty conditions. 


STAR BLANKET 

With swags being supplied by the organisers, 
camping was billed as a big part of the 2014 event 
in order for participants to immerse themselves in 
the iconic Tasmanian landscapes. 

As temperatures plummet below zero, the number 
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A few riders are caught out by the softer surfaces 
of the Florentine Valley after lunch but it is a 
spectacular piece of trail. Covered in soft moss, the 
surface certainly lacks traction at points but it is as 
close to riding on a golf course as you are ever likely 
to get (well legally at least). 

GRINNING IDIOTS 

Dappled light filters through the trees, lighting up 
the green path to almost flourescent levels. I hook 
up with Paul Revell through this section and after 
picking up the pace a bit in the clean air, we pull up 
at the end grinning like idiots. 

The final run into Hobart detours through some 
decomposed granite, off-camber roads that have 
plenty of riders searching for grip. 

Straight-line trenches in the ‘deco’ are common 
leading into the tight corners and there are a couple 
of bikes on their sides before the traffic lights of 
Hobart come into view. 

The third day of the Safari sees the 260-strong 
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Billet Guards currently only available 
through Force Accessories 


The latest product from Force Accessories 
i nc . gst is our new billet radiator guards machined 
from a single block of 6061 T6 aluminium. 



BASH PLATES 

All enduro bash plates have a single 
bolt removal for easy maintenance 
and cleaning. Prices from $188 
Gas Gas, Honda, Husaberg, 
Husqvarna, Kawasaki, KTM, Sherco, 
Suzuki, Yamaha. 



SKID PLATES 

All skid plates have a single bolt 
removal for easy maintenance 
and cleaning. Prices from $79 
Honda, Kawasaki, KTM, Suzuki, 
Yamaha. 



SPEEDO 

PROTECTORS 

$65 retail. Our Speedo Protectors 
are machined from 6061 aluminium 
offering excellent protection for your 
Speedo. The Speedo Protectors are 
anodised in a colour to match the bike. 


Unlike other Billet guards ours include 
an extra web machined into the rear to 
provide extra strength, we have also 
made the guard wider to protect the 
vulnerable tab on the side of the radiator. 
The guards have an anodised finish and 
are available in black, blue or orange. 

Available to fit KTM 2008 to current 
model, Husaberg 201 3 to current and 
Husqvarna 201 4 to current. 



REAR DISC 
GUARDS 

$85 Retail. Our disc guards 
are machined from 6061 
aluminium offering excellent 
protection for your rear 
disc. The disc guards are 
anodised in a colour to 
match the bike. 



CLUTCH COVERS 

Our billet clutch covers are 
machined from 6061 aluminium 
offering optimum protection 
against damage from rocks and 
from the brake pedal, from $195, 
customised engraving +$25 
Honda, Husaberg, Husqvarna, 
KTM, Yamaha. 



CASE SAVERS 

Our case savers protect your engine casing 
in the event of chain breakage or derailment. 
All priced at $47. For Honda, Husqvarna, 
KTM, Sherco, Yamaha. 


RADIATOR 

GUARDS 

All of our radiator guards 
feature cross bars for 
optimum side impact 
protection and rear braces. 

Prices from $1 77 
Gas Gas, Honda, Husaberg, 
Husqvarna, Kawasaki, 
KTM, Sherco, Suzuki, 
Yamaha. 



We are constantly adding to our range of products. For our latest 
releases please visit our web site: www.forceaccessories.com.au 



• Your local dealer or motorcycle shop 

• On line at www.forceaccessories.com.au 

• Phone (03) 8710 4141 

• Email sales@forceaccessories.com.au 
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Main: Not all the Beemers 
had liquid cooling 

1. Waddamana hydro 

2. Concrete causeway 

3. Coffee perc to go 





contingent head north towards Freycinet National 
Park. That kind of number makes for a massive 
group and naturally there are a wide range of 
characters among them. 

There are those whose wheels are touching the 
dirt for the first time, gun riders, five-star 
aficionados and two-minute noodle vagrants, quiet 
achievers and verbose individuals. Somehow, 
somewhat miraculously, the organisers manage to 
keep the group happy and rolling along. 

A lot of this success depends on the track survey 
and preparation. Organisers Nick and Trudi Selleck 
had been putting in the hard yards, enlisting the 
help of locals Clive Wooldridge (of Devil Trek Tours) 
and Chris Wharmby to design a route that would 
throw a bit of everything at the riders. 

Zero riders Glen “Huffy” Hough and Nick are 
then out at sparrows’ each morning marking the 
track and tidying up any issues that crop up, like 
fallen timber. This is a back-up to the GPS track 
logs and route sheets issued to riders so there are 
plenty of navigational cues. 

If all else fails, Tasmania isn’t a terribly big 
island and eventually you will hit the coastline if 
you are seriously lost (I believe this may have 
happened on a couple of occasions). 

ROCKY TRAIL 

In order to cater for the wide range of abilities, if 
something is deemed to be a bit too difficult it 
becomes a “hard option” with an “easy” detour. 
The main route on Day Three does include a great 
little rocky trail that, while not terribly tricky, does 
get the big bikes rocking and rolling as the sound 


of loose rocks pinging off bashplates echoes through 
the valley below. 

Somehow, despite a number of crashes varying in 
severity, there are no major injuries and, 
consequently, no ambulances. No doubt the mobile 
medics on the ride, John Smith and Simon Hall, 
have a lot to do with this but once again, this is 
quite an achievement in a group this big. 

Anthea Verdoorn has a sizeable spill on a fast 
piece of dirt road but she bounces well and is back 
on the bike before the end of the day. 

Another incident involves a bike careering off the 
track and propping itself against an electric fence. 

When I arrive, the rider is on the opposite side of 
the fence to her bike and the farmer is quietly 
stifling a chuckle as an eager team of helpers tries 
to extract the bike from the hot-wired fence. 

Camping by the tranquil waves of Coles Bay is a 
soothing method to finish the day, especially after 
tucking into a BBQ and dessert under the stars. I’m 
not likely to get this kind of treatment again for a 
while, so I’m not knocking it back as the sea breeze 
floats across my second helping of pavlova. 

Dawn on Day Four brings with it the promise of 
Ben Lomond National Park and the ascent of 
Jacobs Ladder. I know that there is a biblical 
connection between Jacob and ladders but it would 
seem as though he has a monopoly on hillclimbs. I 
think in true Aussie tradition, the next person who 
pioneers a big ascent should dub it something like 
Barry’s Ladder. Either way, it truly is an epic ride. 
The track zigzags its way up what looks like an 
almost sheer cliff and you find yourself marvelling at 
the lengths people go to for snow access. 
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A small alpine village awaits but the real treat 
is the spectacle that lies before you on a clear 
sunny day. 

The descent is just as stunning and the 
following trails through an endless series of 
forests make for a great day in the saddle. The 
riders’ briefing that night is on a deck overlooking 
the bay at St Helens and at that point I wonder 
how I am going to go on my next ride when I will 
likely be sleeping in roadside culverts and eating 
beans from a can. 

The ride out of St Helens on the final day starts 
with the promise of rain to settle the dust. 
Ordinarily you would be hoping for dry weather on 
a ride but with a big group and no rain, the dust 
has been thick in places. The precipitation 
doesn’t eventuate but a hard section through a 
chopped up sandpit spreads out the group. 

For all of its wizardry, deep sand is no place for 
traction control. I watch as the riders stand up, 
lean back and power through the stuff. Their 
technique looks almost textbook until the traction 
control kicks in with an abrupt brup, brup, brup. 


BY THE NUMBERS 

Two hundred and sixty entrants, 
two zero riders, two rolling 
medics, two sweeps, two 
support vehicles, two luggage 
trucks, two catering trucks, a 
tyre support van and a whole lot 
of planning and co-ordination is 
what it takes to run an event 
this big. After 20 years, the 
uniquely Australian Safari 
continues to gather momentum 
and I can only imagine that it 
had a major impact on the 
Tasmanian economy as the 
entourage rolled through the 
small communities. 


With falling momentum there is only one place to 
go and more than a few go horizontal until word 
spreads to the next wave of challengers. 

Easily amused by a good sandpit (guess I never 
grew out of them), I could sit there among the empty 
shotgun shells and exploded ordinances until the 
carnage has cleared, but a breakfast put on by the 
organisers is calling at the Holy Cow Cafe. 

We are treated to bacon and egg rolls and a 
run-down on the adjoining dairy. In stark contrast to 
struggling farmers in the northern states, the cows 
here loll about in lush grass. 

After tackling Mount Barrow, a fast descent 
through the forests sees the field roll into the Grand 
Chancellor in Launceston where the ride concludes 
with a farewell dinner in the ballroom. Having 
struggled to organise two-day rides with 30 people 
myself, I never would have thought it possible to get 
a group this big to the end of a long ride like this 
without major dramas. But they’ve done it and, for 
the whole time, managed to maintain a sense of 
dignity and understated luxury that I’d not previously 
witnessed on an adventure ride. 
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Family Owned Australian Company 

Since 1958 


DESIGNED IN AUSTRALIA BY 
IRONMAN 4X4, AND SOLD IN 
-W^OVER 100.C0UNTRIES! 


Every vehicle is 3D Scanned 

To ensure accurate dimensions for bar design and fit 

Every bar infested 

For ADR and Airbag compliance and compatibility 

Made from the highest quality of SPHC oil 
and pickled steel (not mild steel) 

For maximum strength and rust resistance 

All bars are CNC Laser cut, bent and welded 

For optimum accuracy and finish 

Airbag compatible 

Iron man 4x4 designed and engineered 

Winch compatible 

Unique mount cradle removes excess weight from the bar 

Powdercoated using AKZO NOBEL powder 

Allows thicker, smoother and more durable coating 


Commercial 


Commercial Deluxe 


Protector 


,4 
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Products available from over 800 stores Australia wide FIND US ON 

For your nearest distributor call 1300 731 137 

www. ironman4x4 . com 





MX2 NATIONALS I TWO-STROKE VS FOUR-STROKE 


WHERE THERElS 
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SMOKE, THERE'S 
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1. 2T pilot Arbon interviewed on the podium 

2. Makeham was one of the tastes 2T pilots 
Main: Ryan Marmont among a flurry of 2Ts 
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he number one topic on 
motocross social media forums 
and dividing the faithful is the 
decision to allow 250cc 
two-strokes to race against 
four-strokes in Australia’s 
super-competitive MX2 category. 

Smack bang in the middle of it 
are the riders, teams and manufacturers who 
have a direct interest in the class. The 
evidence on both sides of the ledger is 
mounting, so let’s look at some of the facts: 
FACT 1 A 250cc two-stroke is a bike that is 
much more affordable to develop and, with a 
minimal budget, will give you a bike that will 
out-drag the majority of Australia’s factory 
250cc four-strokes. 


FACT 2 I believe that, without a doubt, the inclusion of the 250cc 
two-strokes in the MX Nationals’ MX2 class has seen a rise in entries 
and the filling of start gates after a period when entry numbers were 
extremely low. There has been rapid growth in the number of privateer 
teams popping up from almost all states which are putting huge effort 
into two-stroke MX2 campaigns, the majority with success. 

FACT 3 Even with all the talk of the two-stroke menace, we had Luke 
Clout on a Serco Yamaha four-stroke wrap up the MX2 championship 
with a huge buffer over a bunch of snarling two-strokes. 

But do 250 two-strokes belong in the MX2 class, or in a class of 
their own? In my opinion it is very difficult to figure out just exactly 
where the 250cc two-stroke fits in. I can tell you from personal 
experience that they don’t fit in the MX1 class too well after having to 
race one against the 450cc bikes for two years. Not long after that, it 
was decided by the powers that be that the 250 two-strokes shouldn’t 
be jammed in the MX1 class. No s&*% Sherlock!! 

Opinions are obviously divided. The manufacturers have a massive 
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vested interest in the inclusion of these bikes, the 
riders piloting the machines either love them or 
hate them and the fans stand by their beloved 
two-strokes or four-strokes to the bitter end. 

KTM Australia general manager Jeff Leisk says 
it’s not just about the output of the two-strokes. 

“This is definitely a hot topic,” he says. “It’s a 
question about performance, and everyone has 
their own take on it. We all know that out-and-out 
power is not the be-all and end-all and not every 
rider out there can throw a leg over one of these 
two-strokes and be competitive straight away. 

“Some riders will always struggle with the super 
aggressive powerband that the two-stroke has. 
There is quite a bit of difference between the two 
in peak power, with the two-stroke coming out on 
top but the actual power curve of the four-stroke is 


superior.” Leisk says the changes Williams Event 
Management are making for 2015 are positive, with 
the 250cc two-strokes having to remain completely 
stock in the engine department from the intake to 
exhaust manifold. 

“One of the biggest issues in 2013 was the drop in 
numbers in MX2 and now the numbers are way up,” 
he says. “The elephant in the room is the cost of 
racing. The two-stroke, in many ways, is a cheap 
alternative to run high performance and KTM are a 
big backer of that. About 14 years ago, Stefan Pierer 
said that KTM would continue to develop the 
two-stroke motorcycle and they have done. Business 
is business and if there is no sport then there is no 
market. Chad Reed wouldn’t be the rider he is today 
without his time on a 250cc two-stroke. And I’m sure 
he would be the first to admit that.” 
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TECH TALK 

The two-stroke versus four-stroke 
debate has been raging for 
decades. Originally four-strokes 
were too big, heavy and slow 
revving to compete with the 
two-strokes but, as time has 
progressed and the four-stroke has 
been revolutionised they have 
become the bike the majority of 
competitors are racing. 

The four-stroke has much smoother 
power characteristics that make it 
the easier bike to ride but the 
two-stroke is generally regarded as 
the cheaper and easier bike to run 
for a season, although I don’t 
necessarily agree with that. If you 
plan on blowing the bike up a 
couple times a season then sure 
the two-stroke will be cheaper but 
if you get a whole season without 
any mechanical failures then the 
price difference isn’t as great. 

There are too many variables to state 
point blank that one is cheaper 
than the other. Two-stroke oil is 
expensive. Top-quality stuff can 
cost in excess of $1 00 for four 
litres and anyone riding a few days 
a week will burn through four litres 
very quickly. 

Four strokes become expensive when 
you start to pull the cylinder head. 
Valves, cams, valve seats and valve 
guides can all be expensive. 

Gaining extra power from your 
four-stroke can also start to rack 
up the dollars and decrease the 
reliability of the engine. 

The best way to keep your four-stroke 
in top condition is to regularly 
check the valve clearances, 
regularly change the oil and oil 
filter and clean the air filter after 
every ride. The average rider can 
push rebuilds on a four-stroke out 
to 50 hours or more but the harder 
the bike is ridden the more 
frequent the rebuilds need to be. 

If any parts on your four-stroke look 
suspect, replace them or they could 
cost you a lot of money down the 
track. Two-strokes are generally 
cheaper unless you try to push your 
piston life to extremes and then 
they can snap the skirt, damage the 
barrel and crack the crankcases, 
leaving you with a bill in excess of 
$2500, which can be just as bad as 
a blown-up four-stroke. 

Let’s face it, most people can afford a 
minor blow up during the season on 
a two-stroke but most of us can’t 
afford any kind of blow up in a 
four-stroke. Performance engine 
work can be cheaper on a 
two-stroke but that’s now illegal. 

ADB Technical Editor Mat Boyd 



A former world, AMA and Australian champion in 
motocross and supercross, Reed has strong views on 
the two-strokes’ inclusion. 

“First and foremost, riding a two-stroke in one of 
the two premier classes is not going to help you get 
to the top of our sport 
internationally,” he says. 

“I’m aware that not everyone 
out there is trying to be a world 
champion or a supercross 
champion but, at the end of the 
day, if you want any future in the 
sport it’s on a four-stroke. Once 
upon a time, the 250cc 
two-stroke was at the elite level 
of the sport and there was a true 
art form in riding and racing one 
properly. Hell, we all cut our 
teeth on a two-stroke.” 

But Reed thinks the two- 
strokes have a “total advantage” 
in the MX2 class against 250cc 
four-strokes. “It’s so nimble and 
so light! It is definitely way 
cheaper and easier to develop. 

“I just feel the 250cc two- 
stroke has too much of an 
advantage against the same 
amount of cc’s in a four stroke. 

“The biggest problem I see is 
that there is no future in it for 
the two-stroke rider at that level [beyond MX2 in the 
Nationals]. I’m a big hater of the Under-19s (MXD) 


as a class [allowing two-strokes] because I feel that it 
is dampening our potential world-class riders and 
stunting their growth, but I feel that a Two-Stroke 
Cup would be a good substitute for that. Let them 
have their own race where they can mix some gas 
with some two-stroke oil and go 
hard. At the end of the day it 
comes down to the MX Nationals.” 

“For one, the riders make pretty 
much zero salary. The promoter ... 
should be helping these riders to 
develop rather than allowing the 
older [two-stroke] bikes that have 
an unfair advantage, to be able to 
participate.” 

WEM’s Kevin Williams, who has 
been the MX Nationals promoter for 
many years, thinks the cost of 
racing is an issue. 

“Nowadays, with smaller support 
from manufacturers, it is getting 
harder and harder for the riders to 
get their bills paid. Riders coming 
through the ranks need to have 
options otherwise they will just pull 
the pin on our great sport if they 
can’t pay the bills.” 

“Luke Arbon and Brendan 
Harrison wouldn’t have been in the 
nationals last season if it wasn’t for 
the two-stroke, they just couldn’t 
afford it. There’s been a lot of controversy regarding 
the ruling, but to me it’s more about the rider. For 


In the MX2 class against 
250cc four-strokes I think 
it’s got a total advantage, 
it’s so nimble and so light 

( IIM) REED 
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2015 we have brought in the production rule for the 
250cc two-strokes which means the bike has to be 
stock from the intake to the exhaust manifold. This 
will certainly reduce the horsepower difference.” 

Williams says the Canadian MX Nationals 
organisers are adopting the same rule for two-strokes. 

“There is talk around that the FIM is looking at 
reintroducing a 125cc class for the world 
championships, showing once again that this is a 
world-wide issue and that two-strokes are certainly 
not dead and buried. 

“At the end of the day, for me as the promoter of 
the MX Nationals it is my responsibility that we 
make sure that everyone is on a level playing field. 

“And one thing I can tell you is that anyone who 
has been around the sport for longer than 10 years 
loves the smell of two-stroke in the morning.” 

Motocrosser Josh Cachia, who piloted a CRF250R 
in last year’s MX Nationals for Penrite Plonda, is 
disappointed by the situation. 

“My biggest issue was that I consider myself one 
of the best starters in the country and when I jump 
out of the gate a metre ahead of the two-strokes 


“It was so frustrating 
to pass one of the two- 
strokes in a corner only 
to get passed right back 
along the next straight” 
JOSH CACHIA 



either side of me and they blow past me halfway 
down the straight, it’s really disappointing. That’s 
simply unfair,” he says. 

Cachia says he found it frustrating. “I understand 
that the two-strokes are cheaper to run, but at the 
end of the day some of those 250-stroke riders’ 
families were loaded,” he says. 

“I think the situation could have been handled a 
lot better. I don’t think you would be doing 
interviews with Jeff Leisk and Chad Reed had things 
been handled better.” 

Cachia believes the quality of racing has suffered 
in MX2. “If you were on a four-stroke it was so 
frustrating to pass one of the two-strokes in a corner 
only to get passed right back along the next 
straight,” he says. “I’ve moved up to the MX1 class 
now and I’m stoked. But I would like to see things 
change in the MX2 class or we could see further 
decline in entries and rider morale long-term.” 

The new production-based rules are now firmly in 
place for 2015 and will no doubt have a bearing on 
how things work but will it be enough to make a 
major difference? Only time will tell, mob 
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THE LITTLE FUN 
THAT THERE WAS 
(IN AMA INDOOR 
AND DUTDDDR 
RACING) WAS GONE ’ 
COMPLETELY 

Caption 




R yan Villopoto is taking his 
talents to Europe in a 
move that continues to 
shock fans. This is the 
first time a defending 
AMA champion has packed his 
bags to race the GPs and it should 
set up quite a battle between 
Villopoto and eight-time world 
champion Antonio Cairoli. We put 
Ryan on the spot and this is what 
he had to say: 



Ryan Villopoto: To be honest, I was 
over it, unhappy with the grind (of 
the AMA) and the day in and the 
day out. For me basically I was 
like okay, I sat down and was like, 
well what do I want to do? At this 
point in time now I can call those 
shots and do what I want to do 


and do what’s best for me and my 
people and my family and things 
like that. So for me I just sat 
down and figured out what I 
wanted to do. This is something 
that I wanted to keep doing at this 
level. I came to realise that at the 
level that I’m going to do this I 
need to make a change. I was over 
it, it wasn’t fun anymore. The 
little fun that there was, was gone 
completely. A lot of that has to do 
with the regiment that’s over here, 
the schedule. 

The shitty part about our racing 
here in the States is you have Feld 
Entertainment on one side 
(supercross) and then you have 
Lucas Oil on the other side 
(motocross). They (Lucas) take all 
winter off and the other guys take 
all summer off. And we as media, 
as athletes, as mechanics, as 
truck drivers, everybody, we’re all 


stuck in the middle. It’s just one 
toilet bowl effect. We’re caught 
bouncing between both series. It 
lasts your whole career. Your 
whole media career you’ll be 
doing that unless something 
changes. And, as for myself, I 
wasn’t willing to do that anymore. 


as in France or wherever you were. You 


rode a little bit? 


Yeah, just one day. 





I felt all right. It was a little bit of 
a bummer that it was a sand track 
and you can’t ride around in sand 
half-arsed, kind of got to go for it. 
It’s more risky riding around. I got 



















released a little earlier than what 
was originally said I was going to 
be. Actually the guys on the team 
were a little nervous to let me ride. 
They actually brought me down to 
a doctor that does all the knees for 
the Barcelona soccer team, which 
is one of the biggest soccer teams 
in the world. So I actually went 
down there, they did like a 3D 
X-ray of my body, they did an MR I 
of my ankle and my knee. Their 
doctor said: “Yeah, he’s good to go, 
to start.” In our world, so-called 
training would be to start riding 
mellow and just get back out there. 


No, and that’s the thing that I’ve 
tried to put out there that nobody 
really knows. It’s hard for me to 
even explain it to Bobby (Nichols, 
his agent) sometimes. Like, bro, 
are you serious? This is what I just 
have to do. They don’t even see it 
sometimes. Those are people that 
are in the circle of what goes on. 


And if you’re not having fun, that makes it | 
even worse, right? You can be a 
professional motocross racer winning^ ! 
races or you can be a construction workeH 
digging ditches. If it’s not fun, it doesn’t M 
matter what you’re doing. Was buddy TaykJ 
Rattray (his new teammate) in your ear?B 


year and at least try to enjoy it. 



Lucas Oil Pro Motocross Championshi] 
outdoor rounds and call it a career?! 


Because I was told that they would 
rather have me race supercross 
than even bother racing outdoors. 
Either retire or race supercross. 
That’s what they would rather have 
me do. 


So Europe to you is a new challenge. Win 
or lose though, you’re done? 


Yes, unless I just absolutely do 
backflips and enjoy it so much 
that... Yes, win or lose I’m done, 




It’s a lot of work. 


No, nobody was on that decision. 
That’s a decision that had to be 
made by me. I guess I can get 
pushed into something, or to do 
something like that, but I have to 
let myself figure out what am I 
going to be able to do for another 



Cairoli and DeSalle and all these guys on 1 
their turf. On the other hand, I think you’rm 
nuts. You’re in a no-win situation. If you ■ 
win, everyone’s going to go: “Oh, you wonj 
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lose they’re going to go, “Oh, Antonio | 
Cairoli is so good! You American riders 


I agree and I disagree. I agree 
that you’re going to have all the 
keyboard warriors out there saying 
this, that, and European riders are 
better, American riders are better, 
however it ends up being, but the 
bottom line is we’re honestly 
talking about apples and oranges 
when it comes to European racing 
and American racing. We do 
supercross and it’s 17 rounds and 
we do 12 outdoors. They have one 
series and they have a pretty big 
chunk of time that they take off 
and have to themselves. The way 
of life and the way of training and 
the way of riding over there is 
different than what we have here. 
Sometimes there isn’t even an 
option. I know some of the riders 
go from Qatar to Thailand. They 
don’t even ride. When was the 
last time you’ve talked to any one 
of us that lined up on the gate 
here in the States who said they 
hadn’t rode three days this week 


and had a bicycle ride on 
Wednesday, fly Friday, race 
Saturday, fly back Sunday, and 
ride Monday? 


tell I can think of Chad Reed in ’08 


But I’m just saying the way of life 
over here is completely different 
- the riding, the training, the 
sport itself is different. It’s hard 
to compare the two. As for who’s 
the outright better rider, well, in 
my mind, and this is just me, the 
US riders are a better, well- 
rounded rider because we do 
supercross and motocross. There’s 
a lot of Europeans that are great 
motocross riders and don’t come 
to the States for whatever reason 
and some of those reasons is 
because they can’t ride 
supercross. So explain to me 
who’s a better well-rounded rider? 
That doesn’t mean who’s faster 
outdoors. We can’t even say that. 
They don’t have supercross. We 
can’t even compare that part of 
the sport. 



claims that you’re going to win and 
you’re the best rider and all that. | 


No, I’m going over there and I’m 
going to bring my wife and my US 
practice bike mechanic who is 
then going to kind of flip roles 
and he’s going to, I guess in a 
better term, would be a glorified 
man-friend that’s going to do... 
There’s no gear guys, there’s no 
goggle guys, there’s no guys that 
hold your hat and your water 
bottle and this and that and do 
everything else. It’s a two-day 
event, Saturday and Sunday, so 
it’s like we had years ago. He’s 
going to be doing all that stuff 
and making sure that everything’s 
going smoothly there. So it’s going 
to be us three and three dogs up 
against everybody else. 


over there to stay? 


No, to be honest, how can you? 
It’s a big time change, six hours I 
think from Florida. The time 
change is huge and temperature 
difference... I think that would 
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complicate things. As much as 
people say, but you might only be 
able to ride two days this week or 
maybe one day (in Europe) 
because of weather or whatever 
the case may be, but that’s a lot 
of flying. That’s a lot of headache, 
pain in the arse to get back to 
Florida or to the States and get 
that one extra day of riding. 



Yeah. That’s one of the statements 
I’ve made is learning the tracks is 
not going to be my issue. Even 
some of the terrain, obviously it’s 
a crapshoot when it rains, which 
could be quite a few rounds over 
there, but as for the hardpack or 
the rock, we’re there for that. We 
raced St Jean, that was my last 
Motocross of Nations, and from 
what I’ve heard, I don’t know, but 
heard that that was one of the 
shittier tracks that were on the 
circuit at the time. Where my 
issue is going to come from is a 


stupid, small mistake like drinking 
the water or eating an ice cube or 
the wrong food or getting 
something small like that that 
ruins your weekend or causes 
major problems. 


Baker a little bit? 


Yeah, we can clear that one up. 
Working with Aldon still. 
Obviously, he’s not going to be 
based in Europe or even coming 
to every round. He lives here, he’s 
got a kid, he’s got a wife. That’s 
just not possible. But, yes, we are 
still working together program- 
wise and talk to him pretty much 
every day. 


I think it’s going to be so great that the 
entire country can now get behind you. 



Basically yeah, even if you weren’t 
one of my fans through the years 
of me racing over here, or you 


were a fan and are not a fan, you 
became a fan of somebody else, 
whatever the case may be, it’s no 
longer who are you a fan of. 
Technically, I’ll be one of the two 
US riders that are over there, 


myself and (Thomas) Covington 
(Rattray is South African). I’m a 
US rider and all of the US will be 
behind me. Not to say they will, 
but the majority of the people 
then will be a fan to see what 
happens over there in Europe. 




Not to say that I’m just going to 
go over there and that’s going to 
be ‘the everything’. I think, for 
me, it is going to be funner than 
doing another year here. It is 
going to be something completely 
different. I will enjoy it because 
everything is new. I’ll be going to 
one place for three days and once 
that three days is over I’m never 
going back, at this point in time. 


The 2015 supercross title that you’re 1 
leaving behind, who’s your pick to win?] 


If I was betting, obviously Kenny’s 
(Roczen) going to be really good. 
He is on a new team. If I had to 
put money down right now I would 
have a hard time betting against 
(Ryan) Dungey. mdb 



RV says fans see the glory but not the 
hours of grinding away at training and 
long days on the test track. 


I THINK. FDR ME, IT S GOING TD BE FUNNER 
THAN DDlNG ANOtHER YEAR HERE. IT IS GOING 
TO BE SOMETH NG COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
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WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY //SAM MACLACHLAN 


Meet one of Australia’s most 
energetic 68-year-olds - 
one who is spending 
his retirement in the dirt 


1. Luckily, Noel's a good bush mechanic 

2. Paddling to the next challenge 

3. The Wall of Death carries many scars 
Main. The chainsaws aren't just for 
making tables 



Xm'NL 


he Blue 
Mountains 

have one of 

the most 
amazing 

networks of trails in Oz 
I and only one man knows 
I them all. Noel “The 
I Axeman” Partridge is an 
urban myth who just 
happens to be real! 

Now 68, the former 
I timbermill worker can 
find his way through this 
amazing NSW labyrinth 
of sandstone caves, wall rides, fern-filled 
gullies and simply astounding singletrack in 
parts of the Mountains no one has ever been 
to, except on a bike. 

If you don’t ride with Noel, you don’t find 
them, simple as that. And at an age when 
most are checking their superannuation and 
deciding on which bowls club to join, Noel is 
out in the bush near his home a couple of 
days a week. Which is why he has become 
an urban legend. 

The first time I rode with Noel, I was left 
speechless at the quality of tracks he could 
can link together. That, and the pace he sets 
when you’re in his wheeltracks. 

Here’s an example of that trail: you crawl 
the bike through a gap in the sandstone, 
complete with grooves chiseled out for the 
handguards to fit, then proceed along a 
fallen tree, before turning right up a natural 
sandstone rock chute to arrive at a view no 
non-trailrider had ever seen. Astounding. 

ALL DAY 

Noel once led one of our Paul Broomfield 
Memorial rides, and left a pack of much 
younger riders wondering how they could 
keep up with this energy-packed retiree. It’s 
not so much his riding pace - which is 
astounding considering his age, though not 
AORC-spec - but the fact he would, and 
does, ride all day if you let him. 

That day, riders were dropping like flies, 
and whenever I asked him for the quickest 
way back to the cars to drop off some worn- 
out riders, Noel’s preference was the most 
fun route, even if that meant taking a bit 
longer. Numerous times we found ourselves 
queued up as one by one we mountain- 
goated our way up another ‘impossible hill’. 

It was awesome! Not so much for the 
worn-out riders at the time but, afterwards, 
they agreed it was cool. 

That was a while ago though, so when 
Noel rang recently suggesting he’d found 
some new trails, I was all ears. 

“I’ve found a new cave, and there’s a 
whole new section that you can add to the 
original loops,” he was saying, clearly 
excited. I couldn’t load up the ute quick 
enough! I arrive at his house, which is a 
shrine to his timber industry background. He 
is in the middle of building an enormously 
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heavy, rock solid timber outdoor table. The 
monster slab of wood he's cut for the tabletop 
itself explains one of the chainsaws hanging in 
the shed - it’s taller than he is! 

As well as plenty of chainsaws, Noel has 
three dirtbikes. All are battle weary, but well 
looked after mechanically, and certainly well 
tuned to the job he uses them for. 

He walks towards the big tanked KTM 450 
EXC he will be using for this ride, and rolls it 
up onto the back of his ute, which is always 
positioned adjacent to a ramp. 

FURNITURE 

We convoy to his top-secret riding location, 
parking off the road and gearing up amongst 
some wooden furniture he has fashioned for 
comfort in the area. He thinks of everything. 

Noel waits patiently while I get ready - he 
generally gets out of his ute in his gear, just 
like kids do. He also has their levels of energy! 

The best thing about one of Noel’s rides is 
that he is rarely in a rush to get back - he will 
ride to dark if he has someone to ride with. He 
will never take the quick way back, always the 
fun way. You just need to be careful how you 
word things, though, because he will take you 
deeper into the bush if you ask to go back to 
the cars the incorrect way. Anything less than 
“please take us to the cars the quickest way” 
means another four hours in the bush. Lucky 
it’s primo singletrack... 

I am finally ready and swing astride the 
2015 Yamaha WR450F I am testing. The bike 
is glowing in its newness, as opposed to Noel’s 
KTM, held together with zip ties. It matters 
not as we grind up the first of what promises 
to be many hillclimbs. 

Within three turns I am utterly lost, but 
Noel knows not only where we are, but where 
we are going - via the most fun bits. 

He is a true mountain goat and while the 
pace isn’t hectic, he rarely puts a foot wrong. 

If you bobble behind him, he has covered the 
next two big obstacles before you have 
recovered and are playing catch-up. 

I have brought a mate with me, ADB 
photographer Josh Evans. Josh is a handy 
technical rider, but is blown away at the level 
of trail we cross in the first 30 minutes. 

LOAM RICH 

“Noel keeps saying the good bits are coming 
up,” says a wide-eyed Josh, “so how good will 
they bloody be?” 

We have already been through a loam-rich 
gully awash with ferns and walled by huge 
sandstone cliffs, rallied along singletrack 
through grass that looks like my mowed lawn 
at home and ridden up a natural sandstone 
rock chute - and this is in just 30 minutes. 
Josh is right to be amazed. 

Then we get to the Wall of Death. Right in 
front of me, Noel just follows the trail straight 
onto a naturally sloped sandstone wall, 
marked for height with white paint. This is just 



STRENGTH IS 
THAT HE IS 
RELENTLESS 
- THE WHEELS 
JUST KEEP 
TURNING 


STYLIN 


The Axeman is a riding coach’s 
nightmare. He never stands up, rarely 
shifts his weight side to side on the 
bike and hardly ever sticks a boot out 
by the front wheel. His elbows are 
down-ish and he will happily admit he 
will never be a poster boy for How To 
Ride a Dirt Bike. But it works. 

There are a thousand ways to do 
things, riding included, and anyone 
passing comment on his style will soon 
shut up once he whips past them up a 
hill like he’s on an escalator. 

His style is about conserving energy 
and reducing the chance of hurting a 
leg. His corner speed is good, but his 
main strength is that he is relentless 
- the wheels just keep turning: over, 
through and up almost anything. You 
snooze, you lose! 


Main: Pivot turn among the ferns 
Below: Noel’s hands could tell a few tales 



part of the trail and apparently just one of the 
features Noel’s trails includes. It is pretty cool 
watching a 68-year-old go vertical and drop 
out the other side, a big grin on his head. 

We pull over for a better look and he points 
out the various scrape marks of those who 
didn't quite get it right. Josh gets sucked into 
a competition and they do wall-ride laps, 
getting higher and sillier each time, along with 
a bit of encouragement from me - I have a 
camera after all! 

Josh takes the win, but only just. When you 
add in an age-based handicap, he is happy to 
hand the wall-ride crown to Noel. 

Noel doesn’t care, he freely admits he isn’t 
a chance of winning the next ISDE and that he 
has been known to rub it on the ground a bit, 
but that’s part of the fun. This day I end up 
crashing more than he does (2-0), so I think 
some modesty is at play on his part. 

MAN CAVE 

An hour of sublime singletrack later and we 
arrive at Noel’s cave. You could move the 
family in, it’s that big, and aside from some 
intrepid bush walkers and our nation’s original 
inhabitants, no one has been here. 

We hunt around, looking unsuccessfully for 
rock paintings and nominate it a good time for 
muesli bars and Gatorade. 

“Trailriding really is the last freedom we 
have, you know,” muses Noel. “Everything 
else we do is hampered by someone telling 
you what to do and how to do it. Out here, it’s 
just you, your bike and few mates. We aren’t 
harming anybody, we’re out loving the bush 
and we are living life. There’s plenty of people 
who would stop us doing this if they could, but 
I really don’t understand why. I doubt many of 
them have ever been to a place like this...” 

True, that. We arrive back at the cars a few 
hours of perfect trailriding later, but Noel 
looks a little dissatisfied. “I don’t need to be 
back, yet...” he smirks. 

Josh and I are soon on another piece of 
superb trail, Noel’s favourite, Spaghetti Track. 

“You can’t get lost - go for it,” he says. And 
we do. First me chasing Josh, then vice versa, 
we laugh and puff our way through a 
seemingly never ending trail that is never 
straight, allows good vision ahead and dodging 
trees in a variety of spectacular ways. 

We are soon exhausted, but do a u-turn and 
do it all again anyway. The smile on The 
Axeman’s face tells us he is enjoying someone 
enjoying his trail and when it does finally get 
dark, we head for the cars. Noel rides his bike 
straight onto the back of his ute and has it 
tied down before I have my knee braces off. 

It’s been another amazing ride, with an 
amazing man. My Dad is a similar age, but I 
just can’t imagine him heading solo into the 
bush on a dirtbike two or three days a week. 
Josh and I can’t thank him enough and are 
planning the next ride on the way home. 

When I grow up, I want to be Noel, wm 
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he motorcycle 
community in Australia 
will remember 2014 as one 
for the history books. A long 
list of major results proved that 
the Land Down Under is bursting 
with talent. 

Matt Phillips winning the World 
Enduro Championship, Jemma 
Wilson, Tayla Jones and Jess 
Gardiner taking out the Women’s 
World Trophy at the ISDE, Josh 
Sheehan becoming the first 
Australian to win the Red Bull 
X-Fighters World Championship, 
Jett Lawrence winning a Junior 
Motocross World Championship, 


Meghan Rutledge finishing 
second in the Women’s World MX 
Championship, Chad Reed and 
Brett Metcalfe turning back the 
clock in the USA and Toby Price 
winning just about everything 
Australia had to offer; these were 
just some of the results that made 
2014 such a great year for our 
Aussie heroes. 

To celebrate the year, riders, 
sponsors, team managers, friends 
and family gathered for the 2014 
ADB Awards on a warm Sydney 
night. The awards were held at 
the Pumphouse Bar in Darling 
Harbour and, with the red carpet 


rolled out and blue skies turning 
into a red sunset, the stage was 
set for the dirtbike industry’s 
night of nights. 

STAR’S BIKES 

The guests began to arrive around 
6.30pm and they were greeted 
with canapes and a flashgun- 
totting photographer. The bikes of 
Rutledge and Price were 
displayed in the entrance and 
there were many snaps taken as 
people posed with the machines. 

A Red Bull DJ provided the 
soundtrack for the night, while 
slotcars and arcade games gave 
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the room a party atmosphere and 
resulted in many laughs and 
plenty of entertainment. 

Once the room began to fill, the 
MC for the night, ADB Motocross 
Editor Lee Hogan, took to the 
stage to get proceedings 
underway. After a quick welcome 
speech from Editor Mitch Lees, it 
was time for the first award of the 
night to be announced. 

The first category announced 
was the Off Road Rider of the 
Year, which was presented by 
Yamaha. The off-road category 
had been the domain of Toby 
Price for a fair few years until 
Daniel Milner popped up and took 
the honours in 2013. 

However with Pricey back from 
injury, he was always going to be 
hard to beat and without much 
surprise, he was announced as 
the winner. 

TIGHT CONTEST 

Winning the AORC, Finke, Hattah, 
the Tri-Series and coming second 
outright at both the Six-Day and 
the A4DE, Pricey had an 
unforgettable year and his 
teammate and new team- 
manager, Ben Grabham, took to 
the stage to accept the award 
because, as he explained, “Pricey 
is lost somewhere in Mexico, 
doing who-knows what.” 

Second cab off the rank was 
the Motocross Rider of the Year 
presented by Alpinestars. This 
year it was largely a head-to-head 
battle between Kirk Gibbs and 
Matt Moss, much the same as it 
was in the MX1 category in the 
MX Nationals. 

As was the case in the 
Nationals, it was Matt Moss who 
prevailed, taking the Motocross 
Rider of the Year Award yet again. 
Moss managed to win both the 
MX Nationals and the Australian 
Supercross Championship for the 
second year running. 

The third category of the night 
was the Freestyle Rider of the 



Year, presented by Uni Filter. This 
was a tightly contested category 
with all the nominees proving 
their talent. But as the first 
Australian to win the X-Fighters 
world championship, Josh 
Sheehan was without a doubt a 
deserving winner. 

Sheehan fought a close battle 
with Levi Sherwood in the 
X-Fighters standings in 2014 but 
prevailed in the final round in 
Pretoria. Sheehan was unable to 
collect his award, but provided a 
funny acceptance speech video, 
which included some hilarious 
cameos from his mates. 

With three categories down, it 
was time for a short break, which 
meant a mad rush to the bar and 
the games. 

At about 8.30, Lee returned to 
the stage to present the next 
award, the Junior Rider of the 
Year. This award was presented by 
Braaap. A tightly contested 
category, the Junior award 
featured a list of nominees who 
all deserved to take home the 
trophy. In the end, it was young 
Kawasaki rider Lyndon Snodgrass 
who was the winner. 

Snodgrass had a brilliant year, 
winning the Victorian Junior 
Off-Road Championship and 
finishing second in the J4 class of 
the AORC. Snodgrass was on 
hand to collect his award and 
thanked everyone who helped him 
in 2014. Snodgrass will certainly 
be a rider to look out for in the 
near future and is sure to notch 
up a few more awards and titles 
in his career. 

The Up and Comer Rider of the 
Year presented by Odes Australia 
was the next award and featured 
high-profile names such as Broc 
Grabham, Jack Simpson, Daniel 
Sanders and Tom Mason. However 
it was Jed Beaton who took out 
the category after a year that 
almost saw him win an MXD title. 

A broken leg prevented that 
win, but there is no doubt about 
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MOTOCROSS RIDER OF THE YEAR 


Matt Moss 
Kirk Gibbs 
Adam Monea 
Luke Clout 
Hamish Harwood 



OFF ROAD RIDER OF THE YEAR 
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FMX RIDER OF THE YEAR 

CO 

LU 
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Levi Sherwood 
RobAdelberg 

Josh Sheehan 

WINNER Presented by 

o 

Clinton Moore 
Blake Williams 

Josh Sheehan unEm U 


FEMALE RIDER OF THE YEAR 






Meghan Rutledge 
Mackenzie Tricker 
Jemma Wilson 
Tavla Jones 

WINNER 

Meghan 

Rutledge 

Presented by 

Kawasaki 


INTERNATIONAL RI DER OF THE YEAR 



TUMOR RIDER OF THE YEAR 
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Caleb Grothues 
Mitch Evans 
Josh Brierley 
Ben Kearns 
Lvndon Snodarass 


'WINNER 

Lyndon 

Snodgrass 


Presented by 
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UP AND COMER OF THE YEAR 



ADB HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 


Rob Haskins 


<;i(>ll ELDRIDQE LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 


Gary Benn 


the potential that the young 
Tasmanian has. Now living in 
Victoria after a humble upbringing 
in rural Tassie, Beaton has signed 
with Serco Yamaha and will step 
up to the MX2 class in 2015. 
Beaton could not attend the 
night, but provided an acceptance 
speech video thanking all of his 
supporters. 

Kawasaki presented the Female 
Rider of the Year, a category 
which featured an extremely 
talented list of nominees 
including Jemma Wilson, Jess 
Gardiner, Mackenzie Tricker, 

Tayla Jones and Meghan 
Rutledge. While Wilson, Gardiner 
and Jones brought home the ISDE 
Women’s Trophy and Tricker took 
out the AMA Women’s MX title, it 
was Rutledge who got the honour 
after coming within a whisker of 
winning the Women’s World 
Motocross Championship. 

DOMINATED 

With the alcohol (soft drink for 
the kids of course) flowing, the 
tunes pumping and the slotcar 
competition heating up, the night 
was in full swing. Lee Hogan 
returned to the stage to present 
the final three awards for the 
night. The International Rider of 
the Year presented by Insure My 
Ride is always a favourite and had 
been dominated by Chad Reed for 
many years now. However 2014 
proved to be a changing of the 
guard. As Reedy struggled with 
injury, Matt Phillips grabbed the 
international spotlight by winning 
the E3 World Championship. As a 
result, he pushed Reedy out of 
the ADB Award for the first time 
in a longtime. Phillips was in 
Europe for the FIM Gala Awards, 
so his good mate Hoges accepted 
the award on his behalf. 

With the Rider of the Year 
awards done and dusted for the 
night, it was time for the 
prestigious Geoff Eldridge 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Named after ADB ' s founding 


editor, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award recognises outstanding 
contributions to the industry. This 
year the award went to CDR’s 
Gary Benn, who has made a 
career out of not only spinning 
spanners for some of the world’s 
top race teams, but also as a 
team manager of the Australian 
MXoN team. Stephen Gall was on 
hand to present the award to Gary 
and also asked him a few 
questions about his career and 
his time in the industry 

The final formality was to 
induct another member into the 
ADB Hall of Fame. This time it 
was Rob Haskins, who featured in 
last month's ‘Lap with a Legend’ 
(AD£?#425). Rob is a legend of 
Australian enduro and desert 
racing and has achieved many 
great results throughout his 
career. Most notably, he was a 
member of the first ISDT team to 
ride under an Australian flag. 

In the late ’70s, he took 11 
straight outright wins in Open 
Enduros. While things were 
different back in those days, 

Rob’s achievements are still 
extremely impressive and he was 
a popular inductee into the Hall 
of Fame. 

With the formalities finally 
finished, it was time for the music 
to be turned up and for the guests 
to let their hair down. The games 
were a hit with young and old, 
and the bartenders had their work 
cut out as the drinks continued to 
flow. Some of the legends of the 
sport reminisced as they looked 
through the 40th Anniversary 
issue of ADB alongside reprints of 
the very first issue from 1975. 

Most of the crowd stayed on 
until closing time around 
11.30pm and it was clear that 
everyone had a great time. 

It was a great year, but as the 
who’s who of the dirtbike industry 
went off to their respective homes 
or hotels, there was a feeling in 
the air that 2015 could be even 
better. , 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MATT MOSS, WINNER OF THE 2014 AUSTRALIAN 
MX NATIONALS MX1 CHAMPIONSHIP ON PIRELLI SCORPION MX. 

ANOTHER BIG JUMP AHEAD. 


2013 & 2014 
CHAMPION 
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AROUND EUROPE 1 1 FMX ROAD TRIP 



Main: FMXoN kicks off 

1. Ellen and Clark 
Griswold above Bellano 

2. That will be some of 
Steve’s bruising 
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The dream FMX vacation 
of the Griswolds goes 
pear-shaped as Clark 

(played by Steve 
Sommerfeld) breaks his 
foot and Ellen (Rachael 
Sommerfeld) is freaking 
about driving on the wrong 
side of the road 
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THE STORY SO FAR 


ADB FMX Editor Steve Sommerfeld has been racing across Europe to film 11 
riders for the You Tube series Road2Nations in the lead-up to the FMX of Nations 
in Germany, which will decide the best Freestyle country in the world. So far he’s 
visited Germany, France and Spain with only a few injuries ( ADB #423), but the 
the main game is rapidly approaching. 


I t’s just weeks from the first Night of 

the Jumps (NOTJ) Freestyle Motocross 
of Nations in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, 
and I’m trying to decide whether to go 
on. I’ve got a freshly broken foot and a 
haematoma on my arse that makes driving 
excruciating. 

The idea had been to ride a fresh KTM 250 
SX with all of the pros, live the dream of 
visiting the best riders in the world at their 
homes and take in the lifestyle. Now I’ve 
cartwheeled the bike twice. Getting around on 
crutches sucks, but what can I do? Rachael 
and I can leave the hire van somewhere in 


France, but how do I get the Kato back to 
Berlin? Rachael has no experience driving on 
the wrong side of the road and I’ve never let 
an injury get the better of me before, so I 
decide to suck it up, “borrow” some of Brice 
Izzo’s painkillers and get the show back on 
the road!! 

TEAM ITALY 

MASSIMO BIANCONCINI, BOLOGNA 

After finishing in Spain, the next 1100km 
drive is to Massimo Bianconcini’s digs in 
Bologna. The city is the home of bolognese, 
but don’t ever think of asking for spaghetti 


with it. You’ll have an irate Italian yelling at 
you and demanding that it be served with 
fatter pasta and that we are ‘ignorant’ and 
everybody outside of Italy is doing it wrong. 

Massimo is the oldest of the NOTJ riders 
and at the ripe old age of 34, he’s still on top 
of the Maxxis H ighest Air competition, where 
he has the record of 11.1 metres. Not a bad 
effort when you consider the toll those hard 
landings take on the body. 

Living in the mountains overlooking 
Bologna, Massimo’s area is a treasure trove of 
World War 2 memorabilia and he is an avid 
collector. Right where his FMX jumps are 
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planted in a nondescript valley the US Army 
was holed up for over a year, trying to push 
back the German troops with heavy artillery, 
with many losses on both sides. 

Now things are a little calmer, except for 
the thunder of two- and four-strokes when 
the full Italian FMX DaBoot team arrives for 
training, and not to mention also training 
with World Enduro Champion Alex Salvini, 
and even World Superbike rider Marco 
Melandri. But the remnants of those dark 
years in the 1940s can still be found in the 
innocuous gun powder pellets which you can 
scratch up from the track, to guns, passports 
and documents, to old grenades and bombs 
that either didn’t explode or were partially 
destroyed. 

ALVARO DAL FARRA, BELLUNO 

Only two hours’ drive from Bologna, heading 
towards the mountains in the north of Italy, 
we arrive at the base of the Dolomite ranges, 
and it is one of the most picturesque places 
in the world. Sheer mountain landscapes, 
permanently capped with snow, overlook the 
Roman city and a river elbows its way past 
leading to a giant lake and parks. 

Belluno has it all, from snowboarding, 
snowmobiles and trailriding in the 
mountains, to the FMX course in the valley. 
Or if you prefer to kayak down the river 
towards the lake you can then go 
kiteboarding or wakeboarding or take a quick 
drive to Venice to hit the surf or a choice of 
four more motocross tracks to ride. 

Alvaro is one of the regular NOTJ judges. 
Fie had a pro-snowboarding career before 
crossing into FMX as a pro in the early 
Noughties. Alve has now moved into a 
mentoring position with the younger riders. 
Almost all of the Italian DaBoot FMX team 
come to train here each week and, with new 
guys like Leo Fini, Davide Rossi and Kevin 
Ferrari, there is a lot of talent getting around. 

After my crash in Marseille only three 
weeks before, I am getting pretty toey to get 
back on the bike. Despite not being able to 
kickstart the thing under my own weight, I 
convince myself that my Fox boots and Full 
Perch footpegs should be able to absorb 
most of the impacts, so figure I should try 
out the motocross track near Venice and the 
ramps at Alvaro’s SuperPark. It is killing me, 
but I’m glad I finally have the chance to ride 
at this iconic place. 

After my moto success, Alve takes Rachael 
and I to the top of the mountain for some 
lOOkm/h snowmobiling in the powder and 
we cap it off with the best pizza you’ve ever 
tasted and Italian wine to wash it all down, 
Bellissimo Belluno! 

TEAM CZECH REPUBLIC 

PETR PILAT, PRAGUE 

We take the last of our big drives from Italy 


into the Czech Republic and head straight 
into the capital city with Petr Pilat, the 
23-year-old Pastrana look-alike! Standing at 
1.91m and skinny as a beanpole, Petr is one 
of the youngest people to backflip a dirtbike 
when he was 14 and has been riding in the 
world championships for so many years he 
already seems a veteran. 

With the weather not playing the game, 
Petr takes us into Prague and I am surprised 
at how untouched it is by the ravages of war 
compared with so many European cities, and 
how it has retained all the splendour of 
historical buildings. 

Despite us not being able to ride any 
dirtbikes, Petr makes the call to a friend at 
KartCross.cz and we are heading to an MX 
track to test drive a 120hp buggy! The 
Suzuki GSX-R600 engine has more than 
enough power for the lightweight rig. Speeds 
over lOOkm/h and a feather-light gearshifter 
make me feel like I am Daniel Ricciardo. 

I am putting down some pretty good lap 
times and the boss even offers to let me 
drive at the next round of the Czech 
Kartcross Championship in the amateur 
division! To be honest I am pretty 
gobsmacked, I am simply going as fast as I 
can in a kart that isn’t mine. 

Turns out that’s about when the fun stops, 
as Petr manages to back the kart into the 
wall at 80km/h, destroying the rear-end. I’m 
not sure if it was then that my championship 
invitation vaporised, but I never did get to 
drive in the title round. 



I AM PUTTING DOWN SOME PRETTY 
GOOD LAP TIMES AND THE BOSS 
OFFERS TO LET ME DRIVE IN THE 
NEXT ROUND OF THE CZECH 
KARTCROSS AMATEUR DIVISION 


LIBOR PODMOL, PRAGUE 

Just 20 minutes away from Pilat’s home, 
we’re knocking at the shed door of Libor 
Podmol’s place. Working on his bike and 
getting ready for some foam pit practice in 
his backyard, Podmol is one of the most 
competitive guys I have met. He’s a 2010 
world champion and, in recent years, has 
suffered more than enough injuries to drop 
anyone’s confidence. 

Only just returning to the bike and trying 
to land his new trick over a bigger gap, the 
Surfer take-off to Tsunami Flip, Libor is 
basically standing on his seat on the run-up 
and going into a backflip and then doing a 
huge Superman before getting back on. 

But with rain hanging around Prague, the 
only time we will see either Libor or Petr ride 
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WITH A FEW NOTABLE RIDERS MISSING 
IN ACTIOIN WITH OTHER 
COMMITMENTS WE HAVE DECIDED TO 
BE CRAFTIER WITH OUR TEAM 
SELECTION FOR THE SIX DISCIPLINES 



Main: Joel Brown's 
awesome Ruler 

1. Team Australia, 
Truman Carroll, 
Brown and 
Marshall 

2. Massimo even 
has his own crane 

3. Petr's prang 




will be at a demo in Brno, an hour down the road. Arriving at the 
“arena” there is a major lack of seating and the entire place looks very 
alien. It was only when I am told it is a Soviet-style affair built in the 
’70s that things started to make sense. 

Despite the grey finish and depressing feel of the place, the show is 
unreal and it is the first time Libor’s brother, Filip, has landed a 
backflip to dirt (at 18) and signals the start of the Podmol Brothers, 
ready to take on the world. 

After one month and 9500km, we make it back to Berlin almost in 
one piece. With only one small scratch on the front bumper of the Vito, 
two Tag handlebars in the bin, a broken foot and some serious arse 
bruising, I have completed what has been one of the best trips ever and 
memories for a lifetime! After this trip, my only real-life advice is, when 
any opportunity arises, no matter how far-fetched it seems at the start, 
take it and ride it until you fall off! 

GELSENKIRCHEN, GERMANY 

The culmination of our month travelling around Europe results in an 
11-part YouTube video series called Road2Nations and in Rachael and 
I again seeing all of the riders at the FMX of Nations. This is a new 
format of FMX competition with three riders per country going head to 
head in the six disciplines of Freestyle, Best Whip, Best Trick, Race 
and Style, Highest Air and Synchro. 

Pitting nation against nation, it is the first time Freestyle has been 
treated as a team sport, but can it work? The Night of the Jumps 
bosses are certainly hoping so, but will riders who are normally battling 
for individual glory, come together as a team to win for their nation? 

Well it turns out the FMXoN is better than anyone could have 
imagined! 

For Team Australia, as a team manager of sorts, I have a tough job 
picking riders but with a few notable riders like Josh Sheehan and Rob 
Adelberg missing in action with other commitments we have decided to 
be craftier with our team selection for the six disciplines. 

Joel Brown, who is the current Australian FMX Champion, is always 
a strong competitor and is to be our captain in the Freestyle and 
Synchro, while he also has some big moves that could slot into Best 
Trick if needed. 

We chose Truman Carroll from Wagga Wagga, as he’s always had 
perfect extension and, as he lives close to ‘Browny’ in Griffith, NSW 
they do get to ride together a bit and that will help in the Synchro. 
Truman is working on a new Alley-Oop Flair out of the quarter pipe 
which could win Best Trick. 

But the surprise rider we try to keep under our hats for the Race and 
Style and Best Whip categories is Robbie Marshall. He will be our third 
man, with his many years of racing experience and as one of Australia’s 
first freestyle riders, it should be an easy win. Or so we think. 

With one of the largest FMX courses ever built, a 10-ramp set-up 
with dirt, step-on-step-offs and double-double ramp lines, the 
competition feels almost feels too large to happen in just one evening. 

HIGHEST AIR - WINNER: TEAM ITALY (MASSIMO BIANCONCINI /10M) 

Highest Air is first up and that is the area we know we’ll have problems 
as not many Australian’s even prepare for this discipline. Even with 
Marshall’s bike skills, we send him in to bat high up in the order but he 
is knocked out early by the more experienced guys, Matt Buyten and 
NOTJ record holder Massimo Bianconcini. 

FREESTYLE MX ROUND 1 - WINNER: TEAM SPAIN (MAIKEL MELERO) 

Already a few points down, Australia has to climb back. In the first 
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OVERALL RESULTS 


1. Team Spain 

Torres, Melero, Miralles 

16 Points 

2. Team Czech Republic 

Podmol, Pilat, Koren 

21 Points 

3. Team France 

Rinaldo, Izzo, Rouanet 

22 Points 

4. Team USA 

Buyten, Mason, Potter 

31 Points 

5. Team Australia 

Brown, Carroll, Marshall 

32 Points 

6. Team Germany 

H. Ackermann, L. Ackermann, Weis 

34 Points 

7. Team Italy 

Bianconcini, Ferrari, Fini 

37 Points 

8. Team Brazil 

Simoes, Flores , Campacci 

42 Points 

9. Team Russia 

Ivankov, V. Yarygin, M. Yarygin 

DNQ 



Italians will flip 
almost anything 


Freestyle round, Truman Carroll does just that, placing a solid fifth 
and getting our noses back in the game. With no practise on the 
tighter eight-metre radius ramps, Truman smashes a good run for 
his first time riding competitions in Europe. 

SYNCHRO FMX (FOUR JUMPS) - WINNER: TEAM SPAIN (TORRES, MELERO) 

Synchro riding is all about doing the same tricks, side by side in 
the double-double section. With perfect Flip tricks and Up-rights, 
it’s fair to say many people think Australia is screwed by the judges 
when Truman and Browny make it look flawless in qualifying, but 
are not able to go through to the final, taking fifth. 

BEST TRICK - WINNER: TEAM SPAIN (DANY TORRES - DOUBLE GRAB BACKFLIP) 

Again, Australia is pushed to make up some ground. Unfortunately 
Truman hasn’t been able to get the training he needs to be 
confident on the Alley-Oop Flair, which has never been landed and 
would have given us a win. So we decide to play it smart, and 
decide it is better to pick up some points with Joel busting out a 
Seat Grab Indy Flip for mid-pack scores than for Truman to possibly 
crash his new trick and lose precious points. In the end it works, 
with Browny sneaking another fifth and getting us back in the 
game. 

RACE AND STYLE - WINNER: TEAM FRANCE (BRICE IZZO) 

Still languishing in the mid-park in the standings, we know we can 
pick up places in Race and Style. Secret weapon Robbie Marshall 
is finally being unleashed in the first head-to-head, and everyone is 
watching as he will face the toughest competitor, USA’s Mike 
Mason. Robbie is easily out in front coming into the Double Double 
section but Mason does what he has to do and puts on a block pass 
which ends up taking both riders out, but it hurts Robbie more. 

This is enough for Mason to go through and really hurts Australia’s 
ranking. 

BEST WHIP - WINNER: TEAM BRAZIL (MARCELO SIMOES) 

We have three great riders for Best Whip but needing only one rider 
to compete, Robbie Marshall is our ace up the sleeve again. With 
every type of whip in his arsenal, whipping left, whipping right, turn 
down, racer whip and the rodeo-whip, Robbie looks to have Best 
Whip title cleaned up, when the young Brazilian rider Marcelo 
Simoes surprises everyone and turns his bike nearly 180 degrees 
before landing. Third place to Marshall and Australia claws back a 
few points. 

FREESTYLE ROUND 2 - WINNER: TEAM SPAIN (DANY TORRES) 

Now we know Team Australia can’t make the win, we are looking for 
a podium position. Browny has it in him with a unique style and, in 
a tight finish, Joel is fourth behind former X-Fighters World 
Champion Dany Torres, David Rinaldo and Libor Podmol. 

Team Spain is by far the best and most consistent, but with 
riders like Torres, Maikel Melero and Jose Miralles it’s not hard to 
see why. Team Czech and France are close together in second and 
third. Australia finishes fifth, only one point behind USA. mob 
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Petr Pilat helped the 
Czech Republic to 
second on his Kato 


The Spaniards 
are freaks 



no Teflon, no chlorinated paraffin, nor anything else that can 
be harmful or worthless. The products are formulated with 
technology far removed from the competition and Lucas spare 
no expense in making sure every product does everything we 
say it will do. The oils are designed for both engine and wet 


CHAIN 

LUBE 


#28 JESSY NELSON 

Troy Lee/LUCAS OIL KTM 


m mom 


v.ctaaustralia.com.au 
Ph: 02 9820 4444 


Available in Petroleum, Semi-Syntheb'c and Synthetic. 

API SM/SUSH/SG, JASO MA/MA2 and ACEA A3 


Lucas Oil Products has become America s number one line 
of specialty oil and additives by strongly adhering to one 

U... I . ..... .. ..L...4. 
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clutch applications and are not friction modified to provide the 
highest performance. Designed to meet or exceed performance 
requirements of today’s motorcycles and ATV’s. 
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FEATURE I THE ROAD TO FITNESS 


KTM STRADA RC 1 


rw.adbmag.com 


1 Type 

Homosapien | 

| Transmission 

Shimano 105, 20-speed | 

. _V~" B 

1 Material 

High-end carbon | 

Size 

59cm (Large) | 

I Wheelbase 

1006mm [ 


1 Fork 

KTM F6 carbon tapered | 

1 Shock' 

Hardtail | 


I Front 

Shimano 105 cantilever 

| Rear 

Shimano 105 cantilever 

RUNNING GEAR 

I Handlebar 

Ritchey Comp Logic II 

[Front 

Maxxis Detonator 700-23C 

, Rear 

Maxxis Detonator 700-23C 

PRICE & CONTACTS 

RRP 

$2090. 

Distributor 

ktmbike.com.au! 

| Phone number (03) 8363 1600 | 
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Homosapien 


Transmission Shimano SLX, 20-speed 


Hydroformed alloy 


21inch (Large)_ 
1114mm 


Wheelbase 


Fort Rock Shox Sektor 125mm travel 


Shock Rock Shox Monarch RL 125mm 


Shimano SLX disc 


Shimano SLX disc 


Ritchey Trail low-rise 


Front tyre Continental X-King 27.5-2.2 


Rear tyre Continental X-King 27.5-2.2 


Distributor 


ktmbike.com.au 


Phone number 


ENGINE 


Staff writer Dylan Ruddy has been 
steering a desk for the last 1 2 months 
after a knee reconstruction. It’s time 
to get serious . * % 


FRAME 


SUSPENSION 


BRAKES 


PRICE & CONTACTS 








M * otocross and enduro riders are 

among the fittest people on the 
planet. Combine fitness with 
supreme skill and it is no wonder 
why they are the best at what they 
do. But how do they do it? Surely it 
can’t be that hard to lose a few 
kilos and build strength and 
■ endurance? The truth is that it is 
hard. And that is why 

professionals are paid to do it. It takes significant time, 
commitment and resources to achieve the results they do and 
that is why they make their fitness a full-time job. 

We punters must go to work each day to earn a living and, 
inbetween that, spending time with mates and riding, we barely 
have a spare hour to go to the gym. 

Twelve months ago I tore my ACL and meniscus playing 
basketball. I spent six weeks on crutches and five months with 
no running. 

I was off the bike and serious sport for another six months. In 
that time, I managed to look after my leg and build it back up to 
full strength. But one thing I didn’t look after was my overall 
fitness. I gained a few too many kilos and went downhill in many 
of the key fitness elements. 


SG KTM Bike Industries 
is a completely separate 


company from the 
motorcycle firm 


REHAB 

Not riding for 12 months also meant that my skills dropped 
significantly. If I was a pro rider, I would be paid to do rehab and 
training to get back up to scratch. 

I would have unlimited access to physios, doctors, sports 
scientists and trainers and would not have to worry about finding 
time in between work and other stuff. 

The reality is that I am not a pro rider and I am now in a 
position where my knee is close to full strength, but my fitness 
and skills are not. So how do we do it? Well, we decided to take 
a leaf out of the pro’s book. 

If you have Instagram, Twitter or Facebook and follow a 
number of pro riders, chances are you will have seen a few of 
them posting photos of themselves cycling. Whether it is road or 
mountain biking, cycling seems to be a popular past-time among 
dirtbike racers. 

So I enlisted the help of KTM Bike Industries Australia who 
were able to equip me with a pair of training mules for the next 
few months. The road bike is to work on my fitness and the 
mountain bike is to hone in those lost riding skills. 

Now you’re probably thinking that these bikes are just cheap 
promo machines, like the ones produced with Kawasaki or Jeep 
branding and sold in K-Mart. But KTM Bike Industries is a 
separate company from the motorcycle outfit that makes high 
quality bicycles at a reasonably affordable price. 

My plan is to take these two bikes and use them to try and 
improve my fitness and skills over the next six months. 

We have enlisted the help of KTM Australia’s race team 
physio and fitness guru Tim Cole to write up a cycling program 


It is hard to say definitively how hard the average punter can go 
without testing them. A rough guide would be to limit your sessions 
to less than 45 minutes (including warm up and cool down); with 
intensity at about 3/10 - an intensity at which you can easily talk. 
This would equate to a heart rate of 120-130 beats per minute, if 
you have a cardio monitor. 

Do not ride (or do any other aerobic exercise) on consecutive days 
during this period as your body needs a day off between sessions to 
adapt and recover from the exercise. Your adaptation to the workload 
and improvements in fitness will be enhanced if you add some 
general strength and core strength work into it as well. 

Tim Cole 
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SAT/SUN 


SAT/SUN 


DAY OFF 




PHASE 1 - Adaptation 

You should aim to graduate to this early-stage 
program after about 4-6 weeks. 

The following program is general and can 
be done on a roadbike, exercise bike or MTB. 
It is essential that you have one complete day 
off each week. 

This weekly layout is designed for you to 
spend one-day on the motorbike over the 
weekend. If you moto during the week, 
perhaps remove any off-bike training for that 
day. If you moto both days over the weekend, 
remove all off-bike training on either Tuesday 


Complete the Unload Program on the fifth week - it is designed to 


LOADING PROGRAM (WEEKS 1-4 


CYCLE OR MTB: 

10 min easy w/up 
Ride 20 min @ 3/10 pace 
10 min cool down 


CYCLE OR MTB: 

10 min easy w/up 
2 x (4 min @4/10 
intensity, 2 min @ 2/10 


STRETCH DURING 
EVENING: 

Hip Flexors 

Glutes 

Hamstrings 


STRETCH DURING 
EVENING: 

Hip Flexors 

Glutes 

Hamstrings 


STRETCH DURING 
EVENING: 

Hip Flexors 

Glutes 

Hamstrings 


STRETCH DURING 
EVENING: 

Hip Flexors 

Glutes 

Hamstrings 


CYCLE OR MTB: 

10 min easy w/up 
Ride 20 min @ 3/10 
Pace 


OPTIONAL: Strength and Core Circuit (20 min): 

- Push Up, Bodyweight Squat Chin Up, Plank, Lunge 
Reverse Band Fly, Supine (reverse plank) 


STRETCH DURING 
EVENING: 

Hip Flexors 

Glutes 

Hamstrings 


CYCLE OR MTB: 

10 min easy w/up 
6 x (2 min @ 5/10 
intensity, 2 min @ 1.5/10 


OPTIONAL: Strength and Core Circuit (20 min): 

- Push Up, Bodyweight Squat Chin Up, Plank, Lunge, 
Reverse Band Fly, Supine (reverse plank) 


CYCLE OR MTB: 

10 min easy w/up 
4 x(4 min @ 4/10 
intensity, 2 min @ 2/10 


OPTIONAL: Strength and Core Circuit (20 min): 

- Push Up, Bodyweight Squat Chin Up, Plank, Lunge, 
Reverse Band Fly, Supine (reverse plank) 


DAY OFF 


or Thursday for a complete rest day. 


refresh you before stepping up to phase two in the next issue. 











STEALTH FLO ORANGE 


The amazing EKS BRAND four-layer face foam has proven to be 
the most effective sweat absorbing foam on the market today. 


The unique, "face forming" polyurethane blend frame allows for 
a fit un-matched by any other goggle available. 






CURRENT WEIGHT: 
GOAL WEIGHT: D 


that is achievable for the average punter, and Stephen Gall, to 
teach us the proper techniques and skills on the pushies. But 
before I get stuck into my amateur cycling career, I want to 
explain the whole KTM branding on these pushies, because up 
until two months ago I thought they were the same company! 


( l KTM started 
producing bicycles in 
1964. Both motorcycles 
and bicycles were 
presented together at fairs 
and bike shows 


ARE KTM PUSHIES THE SAME COMPANY AS 
KTM DIRTBIKES? 

You’ve probably seen it before; a big motorcycle or car 
manufacturer signing up a bicycle firm to design pedal-powered 
machines for them, Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and BMW all do it. 
The two KTM bicycles that we have are the real deal; a high 
quality brand that is ridden and raced all around the world. 

KTM Bike Industries is a completely separate company from 
the motorcycle firm. We must be kidding right? They use the 
same name, the same colours, the same logo and even have 
headquarters based in the same street. But we are not kidding. 

So how does it get away with using KTM’s logo? Well the truth 
is that once upon a time, KTM Bikes and KTM Sport 
Motorcycles were one and the same. In 1934 Hans Trunkenpolz 
opened a repair workshop in Mattighofen, Austria. 

In 1951 he built his first motorcycle and, in 1953, he and 
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NUMBERS TALK 


To measure his performance over the next three months we needed 
baseline figures. Dylan went down to ESS Performance in Richmond, Vic 
and jumped on the Wattbike. By the end of this two-part feature, Dylan 
should have improved his power output with the help of the cycling 


Max Power 1324W effort 1 
Max Power 1406W effort 2 
Max Power 1400W effort 3 


90 SEC 


Average power 466W 
Peak power 877W 
Avspeeed 50.1 km/h 
Distance 1.28 


Average power 367W 
Peak power 575W 
Avspeeed 46.1 km/h 
Distance 1.16 


Resting heart rate - 70 bpm 


WILL DYLAN IMPROVE 

HIS FITNESS AND 
SPEED ON THE DIRT 
BIKE? CHECK OUT 

ISSUE TO SEE! 
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CHECK OUT ISSUE 
[ TO SEE HOW 
gallyreckonsyou 
CAN IMPROVEYOUR 
dirt BIKE SKILLS 
SWINGING OFF A 
MOUNTAIN BIKE! 


KTM Bike Industries is now pumping out over 
200,000 bicycles a year in Europe and Taiwan, with 
sales increasing over 50 per cent in the last decade 


TM 


r 



shareholder Ernst Kronreif named the company Kronreif Trunkenpolz 
Mattighofen, or KTM. 

KTM started producing bicycles in 1964. Both motorcycles and 
bicycles were presented together at fairs and bike shows. By 1987, 

KTM was producing 93,700 bicycles a year and by 1989 it had 
produced almost one million bicycles. Now it's pumping out 200,000 a 
year in Europe and Taiwan. 

In 1992 the economic crisis forced KTM to split the company into 
four entities. These four companies were KTM Sportmotorcycle GmbH 
(motorcycles), KTM Fahrrad GmbH (bicycles), KTM Kuhler GmbH 
(radiators) and KTM Werkzeugbau GmbH (tools). The new KTM Fahrrad 
GmbH opened under new management and in 1994 produced its first 
alloy-frame bicycle. 

KTM Bike Industries continued to progress and, in 2005, it earnt its 
first World Cup victory with Yader Zoli and produced its first full 
carbon-frame bicycle. 

After a Melbourne bicycle show appearance, it arrived on the 
Australian market in 2011 when Mojo Motorcycles took on the brand to 
add to a growing bike portfolio that now includes Sherco enduro bikes, 
CFMoto, Daelim and TGB scooters. 

KTM Bike Industries is now pumping out over 200,000 bicycles a 
year in Europe and Taiwan, with sales increasing over 50 per cent in 
the last decade with distribution to 50 countries. Its world headquarters 
remain in Mattighofen, virtually next door to the KTM motorcycle 
company. While it hopes to continue to develop its own identity, the 
company is not prepared to let go of its history and its link to KTM 
Sportmotorcycle. 

So it's a natural fit for dirtbike riders looking for a reliable training 
partner, even if they don't own a KTM of the motorcycle variety, job 
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XTECH CLUTCH KITS HUGE XTECH BIKE CARRIER 

RANGE IN STOCK from $89.95 $269.95 


2014 TECH 8 SPECIAL 
WAS SS49.95 
NOW ONLY $439.95 
WHILE STOCKS LAST 


VANCE&HINES XCR 
MUFFLER $329.95 


PRO CIRCUIT 2 STROKE 
MUFFLERS $189.95 
PIPES from S399.9S 


MXR 1 WHEEL SETS 
$699.95 PAIR 


SPROCKETS 

WE STOCK ALL SIZES 
AND COLOURS 


METZEUER MCS (INTERMEDIATE) 

HOT PRICES! 80/100-21 $69.95 
1 00/1 00-1 8, 1 00/90-1 9, 1 1 0/1 00-1 8, 1 20/1 GO- 
18 & 110/90-19 $79.95 EACH 


B&B BASH PLATES 
& SKID PLATES BIG 
RANGE BEST QUALITY 


XTECH 2.2 MTR FOLDING 
RAMP $89.95 


UFO YZ RESTYLE KIT 
TURN YOUR OLD YZ INTO 
MODERN STYLING BLUE 
BLACK OR WHITE 


TWIN AIR FILTERS 
ALL IN STOCK $29.95 


NEW LEATT MODELS 
NOW IN STOCK! 


XTECH DISCS 
$99.95 


PIRELLI SCORPION MX 

EXTRA HOT PfUCES! 

80/100-21 $85 

1 1 0/1 00-1 8, 1 20/1 00-1 8 & 1 1 0/90-1 9 $99.95 


NEW ONEAL RIDER BOOT $169.95 
YOUTH $149.95 


XTECH HYDRO 
LIFTSTAND $1 29.95 


fcmcsll: lnro@mc<3S.com.c3U HOTLINE:: (O t£) g&HB I MOO 

WWWo (nfi) dfe c=) © fnnlo^y] 


LEATT GPX 5.5 


XTECH 


WISECO 


HYDRAPAK & 
CAMELBAK 


BARKBUSTER EGO 
HANDGUARDS 


HUGE RANGE OF 
GRAPHIC KITS 


FLU, FACTORY FX, 
ONE INDUSTRIES 


NECK BRACE 
FROM *479.95 


SCISSOR LIFT STAND WITH 
WHEELS $229.95 


PISTON KITS FOR MOST 
2 STROKES IN STOCK 


BARKBUSTER EGO 
HANDGUARDS $86.95 


PRICES MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE DUE TO FLUCTUATIONS IN THE AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR 


AUBURN SUPERSTORE | 

321 PARRAMATTA RD 
AUBURN NSW 2144 

PH: (02) 9648 1400 

OPEN 7 DAYS 


LIVERPOOL 

387 MACQUARIE ST 
LIVERPOOL NSW 2170 

PH: (02) 9601 8276 

MON-SAT 


SYDNEY 

1 36-38 WENTWORTH AVE 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

PH: (02) 9261 5182 

MON-SAT 


CARINGBAH 

27-31 PARRAWEENA RD 
CARINGBAH NSW 2229 

PH: (02) 9574 5100 

OPEN 7 DAYS 




PENRITH 


132 BLAIKIE RD 
PENRITH NSW 2750 

PH: (02) 4737 6100 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
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THE DUKE 
OF 

HAZARDS 

STORY // WARREN JACK PHOTOGRAPHY // PHIL AYNSLEY 

Italian superbike giant Ducati 
once dipped its toes in dirty, 
two-stroke waters 

W e all like to pride ourselves on our knowledge of our 
nnrt of choice and dirtbike riders are no different. 

Superbike Championship. 
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The timing couian 1 1 i*vo 
been worse, as the 
Regolarita 1 25 was 
a released in 1975 when 
Ducati was suffering one 
of the worst sales slumps 
in its history 


ioneered the “adventure sports” 

Multistrada V-twin and this 
> dirt segment with the 

n two-stroke production 
to provide for an expanding 
and cheap commuter 
could be produced more 
without all those silly, unnecessary 
> and oil pumps, 
the commuter market, but 

blown by the winds o 
o Italian males wanted 
macho off-road riders 


A decade ago it pi 
:ategory with its innovative I 
tear it is taking on the retro 
Scrambler (see breakout). 

In the 1960 s it ventured into 
as it was the cheapest way t 
market clamouring for small 
bikes. Mopeds and scooters 
quickly and cheaply v..'-' ‘ 

things like valves, cams 
They had success in t 
motorcycling, like most things, is 
fashion. By the 70 s many yoi 
to give the impression of bein 
rather than )ust commuters. 

Ducati answered their calls 
The design was driven by mai 
product was not as well thoui 

been. The Italians wanted a i 
rugged and macho, as if the 
Six-Day Trial pro, but could s 
in traffic on the way to work 
Ducati missed the bus on 
The timing couldn’t have 
Regolarita was released in 1 
suffering one of the worst s« 
having failed to gain any us 
350 or 450 markets with its four- 

Probably the first big hurdle th 
to overcome was its price. 

It was significantly more exper 
road or off-road bikes, in some ci 
its direct competition. 

This was offset somewhat by 
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THE SECRET 


BEHIND EVERY DNA AIRFILTER. 



Billet marine grade aluminum CNC machined removable top 


Factory installed high quality EVA precision cut seal 


Highest filtering efficiency for extreme off-road use 

(98-99% filteriag efficiency, 2% better than oiled foam types) 


The DNA CRF450 MX filter flows 24.00% more 
than the stock Honda filter @ 177.80 CFM = ! 






THE NEXT GENERATION OF HIGH PERFORMANCE AIR FILTERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FROM YOUR FAVOURITE MOTORCYCLE DEALER. 

For info about Ph: 02 9484 0777 Email: salos@kenma.com.au or visit If you're in WA Ph: 08 9355 2001 TAS Ph: 03 6339 2770 





Main: This Six Days is 
unrestored and the pillion 
pegs may be aftermarket 

1. Up pipe boosted power 

2. Alloy tank was up two litres 


The Six Days was meant to be a 
real racer that could deliver results, 
not just look the part 


well made and used many top-shelf components but, at 
the end of the day, it was just not suitable as a trail/ 
commuter bike. 

Its off-road tuning made it too highly strung for heavy 
traffic when commuting and its weight was too high for a 
genuine off-road bike, at 109kg. The fact that there 
were 23 other bikes in the 125cc trailbike class didn’t 
help much either. 

It was a pretty bike though, as long as it was viewed 
from the left side. The underslung exhaust header and 
curious Lafranconi muffler dominated the right hand 
side, ruining the lines to a fair degree. 

The air-cooled, two-stroke, piston-port single put out 
21.8 horsepower. It had a radially-finned head, which 
gave many the impression that the engine was the Sachs 
125cc unit popular at the time, but it was designed and 
built by Ducati. 

Suspension was the standard for the day of reservoir 
shocks and telescopic fork. Stopping was handled by 
single-leading shoe drum brakes at both ends running in 
125mm conical hubs. The rear brake drum and 


cush-drive were both on the left side, necessitating a 
cross-over shaft for the brake pedal. This was because 
the Regolarita had the gearlever on the left like the 
Japanese machines, the first Ducati to do so. 

Chain adjustment was by screw and locknut, starting 
was by a right-side kickstarter and the tank was 
fibreglass. 

It held just over six litres of premix. A sidestand was 
mounted to the left side of the swingarm, which also 
carried a large chainguard and chainguide roller. 

A toolbag on the rear mudguard topped, with a clear 
timecard holder, was the final touch to give the 
Regolarita that pukka enduro look. The control cables 
even had lubrication points. 

Sales were never much to write home about and only 
3500 units were produced between 1975 and 1979. 
The motor was designed for an increase in capacity to 
175, or even 250, perhaps explaining some of the 
weight, but the poor sales meant Ducati didn’t bother 
and the Regolarita never made it into the ’80s. 

The company tried to attract the competition market 
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SCRAMBLER 



BOLOGNA 

PLAYS 

DIRTY 

Ducati’s 2015 entry into the 
retro dirtbike market is a 
relatively simple machine but, 
unlike the Regolarita, it has 
been painstakingly designed 
and developed. 

From the beginning, the 
Scrambler was intended to 
have some gravel-road 
capability. The dualsport 
Pirelli MT60 RS tyres were 
designed in conjunction with 
the project, and are already 
available in Australia as an 
aftermarket tyre. The 1 8-inch 
front wheel was chosen for 
aesthetic reasons and for its 
gravel-road suitability. 

Likewise, the Kayaba 
suspension has 150mm of 
travel to add to the 
Scrambler’s gravel potential. 

Riding the 803cc 
Scrambler is a pretty sedate 
affair, as you would expect 
given the intentions of the 
bike. In fact, after a little 
run-in with plain-wrapped 
CHiPs on the USA world 
launch, the Scrambler did 
start to have a strange 
calming effect on me. It’s just 
the sort of bike which makes 
you want to sit back and 
enjoy the ride. 

The standard model seat 
height is low and cruisey, as 
you would expect. This, 
combined with the light 
clutch and throttle controls, 
and smooth power delivery, 
makes the Ducati Scrambler 
an easy ride. In fact, it’s hard 
to think of a less intimidating 
machine over 800cc. 

AMCN Road Test Editor Paul Young 



It was significantly more expensive than other 
Q 125cc road or off-road bikes, sometimes 
twice the price 


in 1977 by producing a Six Days version but that also 
got the chop in 1979, after 1448 had been built. The 
Six Days was meant to be a real racer that could 
deliver results, not just look the part. To achieve this, 
weight was trimmed and horsepower increased. 

A redesigned frame helped to drop the weight from 
the Regolarita’s 108kg to a svelte 97kg despite a 
centrestand being added for quick tyre changes. 

The Marzocchi shocks were laid forward for more 
travel. The ugly underslung exhaust was replaced with 
a more trendy up pipe which passed under the tank. 
Some of the radial head fins had to be trimmed to 
clear the expansion chamber. 

Power was up to 25hp from the 21.8 of the 
Regolarita, the eight-litre tank (up two) was polished 
aluminium and fed a 32mm Bing carburettor. A 
stronger fork was fitted, the screw-and-locknut chain 
adjusters were replaced by eccentrics, the swingarm 
was round section and top speed was a respectable 
llOkm/h. Look closely at the photos and you’ll notice 


that the Six Days had pillion pegs, while the 
Regolarita did not. It is unclear if these are genuine 
Ducati items or an aftermarket add-on. 

Ducati now had a serious entry in the off-road 
market but the bosses in Rome (the factory was in 
Bologna) decided that they didn’t need a presence in 
a small, specialised field like off-road racing and 
turned their priorities elsewhere, even though a 
motocross version was about to be launched. 

Today both the Regolarita and Six Days 125s are all 
but forgotten but recent auction figures indicate that 
Ducati collectors are willing to pay for a good example 
on the rare occasion one becomes available. 

In May, 2012, a Regolarita being auctioned in 
Monaco was pegged at 3500 to 4500 Euros but was 
eventually sold for 6435 Euro (about $9700 Aussie at 
the moment). 

If you happen to know of one stuck away in a 
forgotten shed corner somewhere, make an offer, it 
could be a good investment, ttm 
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AXOA2 BOOTS 

$41 9.95, Ficeda, ficeda.com.au, (02) 9827 7561 


For a long time, Axo was known for making 
quality motocross boots. Around the nineties 
to noughties, Axo boots fell off the scene. 

In the last few years there have been a 
few different Axo styles that have hit the 
market that have been harshly criticised. 

The A2 has taken two years of testing to 
manufacturer and they really hold up. 


WE LIKED 


SOLID TOE CAPS: Quite often the toe caps 
on boots get bashed around and end up bent 
and broken. The toe caps on these boots are 
probably some of the sturdiest I have seen. 
They are a little bulky, but take a pounding. 
ADJUSTMENT: The top two buckles have 
two extra holes to allow you to move the 
buckle to suit wider or thinner calves 
and the bottom buckles can pivot side to 
side, changing the angle for different size 
feet. The straps have plenty of length for 


adjustment and the buckles are easy to clip 
in but are sturdy enough not to come undone 
while riding. 

PIVOTS: The ankles have a pivot system, 
with torsion bars across the back which 
provide plenty of ankle movement but are 
solid enough to give loads of ankle support, 
in which I am a huge believer. 

QUALITY MATERIAL: Anyone who has owned 
Axo boots will know they had issues with 
some less-than-ideal material falling apart. 
The Axo A2 boots are made from quality 
materials and are put together in a way to be 
comfortable, sturdy and reliable. 


WE DIDN’T LIKE 


SCREWS: When I got these boots I noticed 
many parts were held together with screws. 
I was a little worried about these screws 
starting to fall out and getting lost. While 
this still does concern me, the boots would 


have over 100 hours of riding on them and 
the screws haven’t fallen out and I have 
never had to tighten any of them. 
BREAK-IN: The break-in is something all 
motocross riders dread. These boots were 
super stiff when I got them. I actually 
wore them around the house and workshop 
for a few days before riding in them. 
Unfortunately this is something you have to 
put up with for boots with plenty of ankle 
support. 


THE VERDICT 


Axo is finally back on the scene with quality 
motocross boots. These ones are as good 
as any others and wear just as well, if not 
better. They are comfortable after the break- 
in period and provide loads of support while 
being easy to put on and pull off. These 
boots have well over 100 hours on them. 

Mat Boyd 
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DRIRIDER VORTEX 
ADVENTURE SUIT 


PANT $299.95, JACKET $399.95, 
Mcleod Accessories, www.dririder. 
com.au, 1 300 300 1 91 


Recently my two brothers and I 
circumnavigated Victoria on BMWs. The 
ride was epic and a great opportunity to 
test Dririder’s latest off-road get-up, the 
Vortex Adventure suit. All previous sets of 
adventure gear I’d used were top of the 
line (and price) Alpinestars, or entry- 
level Scott gear. So I was eager to get my 
hands on a set of mid-level adventure 
gear that wouldn’t break the bank but 
still stop me from losing my skin. 

Dririder is proudly Australian, so when 
designing this gear the boffins piecing it 
together knew exactly what we needed. 
The Vortex comes with armour in the 
knees and elbows plus a high-density 
back protector which all feel pretty 
solid and don’t slump in the suit when 
in use. It also comes with a waterproof, 
removable liner, chest, arm, leg and 
back vents that breath well in hot Aussie 
conditions, arm and waist adjusters, 
a bunch of pockets and a spot for a 
hydration bladder in the back. 

The zips are holding together nicely 
and even though I haven’t hit the ground, 
the seams don’t appear to be tearing 
apart when I bend down. There are plenty 
of pockets but none really that deep, and 
I’d love to see a zip on the big bumbag- 
style pocket on the rear. 

So far the gear feels no different to 
suits that are twice the price, but I have 
only tested it in hot conditions so sit tight 
until winter, when I’ll have a chance to 
test its ability to keep rain out and stop 
me from getting frostbite - this is usually 
where the better sets of gear shine! 

Mitch Lees 


ONE INDUSTRIES GAMMA RAVEN 

$299.95, C&R Imports, www.candr.com.au, (03) 9587 5077 


The One Industries Gamma Raven helmet is a 
pre-impregnated, reinforced-fibreglass helmet 
with dual-density EPS liner. The snap-in liner 
is made from moisture-wicking nylex and the 
helmet is fitted with an adjustable peak and 
air vents with a channelled liner. 


WE LIKED 


COMFORT: The liner is comfortable to wear 
and, as gross as it sounds, soaks up sweat 
and stops it from running into your eyes. The 
helmet is snug without being uncomfortable. 
WASHABLE: A removable liner is a must- 
have. As soon as the liner starts to get dirty 
I pull it out and throw it in the washing 
machine with the rest of my gear. 

DURABLE: The paint work is very durable. 

I have had helmets that are very easily 
scratched or chipped. This helmet has been 
peppered with roost for the last few months 
and is showing very few chips or scratches. 
GO PRO-ABLE: In this day and age everyone 
wants to stick a GoPro on their heads to 


capture their rides. The Gamma helmet has a 
flat section right behind the peak on the top 
that is perfect for mounting a GoPro bracket. 


WE DIDN'T LIKE 


DIRTY WHITE: While the white liner looks 
great, it is super hard to keep clean. In saying 
that, it washes clean relatively easy, it’s just a 
pain having to repeatedly clean it. 

PEAK: There have been occasions when I 
have felt I wanted to lift the peak higher than 
it would actually go. It doesn’t block your 
vision but you can see it up there. 


VERDICT 


If you are looking for a durable, good quality 
helmet that won’t cost a fortune then the 
One Industries Gamma helmet is what you 
want. This helmet has been pelted with roost 
and is still showing very few signs of wear. 
Fortunately I haven’t had any major crashes 
but I have total confidence if I was to, this 
helmet would do its job correctly. Mat Boyd 
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WAECO CFX 40-LITRE FRIDGE 

$1 1 49, waeco.com, 1 800 21 2 1 21 


ADB’s trusty Waeco fridge has been around 
for yonks. I mean, no one even knows how 
long we’ve had it. It’s certainly been here 
longer than me, and I’ve been here for over 
12 months. Mitch’s guess is almost three 
years (and he's been here for nearly six years!) 
Despite being hauled all over the country, 
the Waeco is still going strong and keeps 
everything cool or forzen. 

Sure, it looks a bit battered and it has 
unfortunately been attacked by rotten food left 
in there over a long period of time, but it still 
gets the job done and is largely still in one 
piece. There have been countless ADB tests, 
shootouts and rides where food or drinks have 
been bought and someone has uttered the 
immortal words “just chuck it in the Waeco”. 

It does the job so well that you never have 
to worry about your milk going off or having 
to slam down a warm can of Coke ever again. 
The fridge has slid around the back of the ute, 
bashing and crashing into the walls so many 
times, but is still in perfect working order. 


E LIKED 


FRIDGE OR FREEZER: One of the beauties 
of this unit is that it can be used as either a 
fridge or a freezer. 

This means that you can keep all your food 
frozen during the day and, when it comes time 
to take it out and cook up dinner, you can turn 
the temperature up a bit and chuck some cans 
in there so they are ready to go once the meal 
is served. 

QUICK FREEZE: The thing freezes things 
incredibly quickly. If you have some cold 
items in there, it is even quicker. 

Just use the panel to change the 
temperature as you please and wait for your 
food/drinks to cool down. 

STURDY: On our old Waeco, the latch on the 
lid broke. This time around, we have had 
nothing break. 

Considering the number of kilometres this 
unit has done, it is amazing that there is no 
damage other than some scuff marks on the 
paintwork. 


IWE DIDN’T LIKE 


NO BATTERY: One thing that is a little 
frustrating is that the fridge does not have 
a built-in battery, meaning that it must be 
plugged in at all times. 

To be honest, I’m not sure if any portable 
fridges can be used without being plugged in, 
but it would be handy. 

If you go to the park for a barbeque, it 
would be great to take the Waeco with an 
hour or so of charge, so that you’d have time 
to cool your drinks while you are out kicking 
the footy. 

POWER TROUBLES: Maybe we just don’t 
know how to use the thing properly, but we 
have found that the engine must be turned 
on for the fridge to operate. As far as we 
can tell, the fridge can operate on both 12V 
or 24V but every time we have plugged the 
Waeco into our trusty HiLux, it has only 
operated while the engine is running. This is 
quite unusual and we will get to the bottom 
of this issue and let you know. 


136 MARCH 2015 www.adbmag.com 





NO SPACE: Waeco does offer larger fridges 
with bigger capacities and I can’t help but 
feel that ours is just a little bit too small. If 
you are camping and wish to pack a bunch 
of food and drink in there, then you will need 
to be selective about what goes in, otherwise 
you won’t get the lid closed. Not a major 
issue, but if you’re considering buying one, 

I'd suggest the larger capacity would probably 
be handy. 


THE VERDICT 


To be honest, we were scraping the bottom of 
the barrel to find something negative to say 
about this fridge. 

Not only is it super effective in doing what 
it is meant to do, it will also last you forever 
and you’ll never have to worry about having it 
repaired or replaced. If you are on the lookout 
for a portable fridge, don’t look past the 
Waeco CFX. 


Dylan Ruddy 


SHARK EXPLORE-R CARBON HELMET 



$599.95, www.ficeda.com.au, (02) 9827 7561 


During the same trip mentioned in the 
Dririder review, I was able to get some head 
time in the Shark Explore-R Carbon helmet. 

Pulling the helmet over my head, my 
first impression was that this lid was 
comfortable. The padding was thick and 
the fit didn’t seem to put any unnecessary 
pressure anywhere it shouldn’t. But comfort 
depends on head shape so I’m not going 
to harp on about that, instead I’m going to 
talk about the features. 

When I took the helmet out of the box 
the peak was not attached but the visor 
was. I thought this was for packaging, 
but then I noticed a pair of goggles in the 
box as well. Turns out I could not attach 
the peak and the faceshield at the same 
time. It has to be one or the other. The 
peak is made of a soft plastic that is pretty 
malleable and might feel cheap, but the 


softer the better because when you’re 
stuffing it in your tank bag for those long 
highway sections you don’t want a rigid 
piece of plastic in there. 

Initially I thought this was a major flaw, 
but when I rode with the goggles I changed 
my mind. The peak and visor are a cinch 
to attach and detach by simply clipping on 
either end. This can be done in less than 
10 seconds. The goggles are better than 
the shield in hot, dusty conditions because 
they allow air to flow into the helmet 
through the eye port and don’t collect dust 
on the inside. You can fit a peak made by 
Super-Visor to the faceshield if you must. 

The Explore-R is a middleweight among 
adventure helmets and the unpainted 
carbon looks trick. Stay tuned for an in- 
depth review in the coming months. 

Mitch Lees 
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CHANGING SPRINGS IN 4CS FORKS 


The WP 4CS fork comes on the latest and greatest KTMs and Husqvarnas. It has been developed to be an easy unit to tune and easier to service than a 
closed-chamber one. The 4CS provides the performance of a closed-chamber fork with the ease of servicing of an open-chamber one. Changing the fork 
springs on the 4CS is an easy task as long as it is done the right way. The springs can be changed without even removing the fork from the bike. 



PAD UP 


Place the bike on a pit stand so that the front 
wheel is off the ground, then remove the 
crossbrace pad and the handlebar. 


2 ’BARAWAY 


Move the ’bar forwards over the front 
numberplate so it is out of the way, but be 
careful not to pinch any of the cables. 


3 LOOSEN CLAMPS 


Loosen the pinch bolts on the top triple clamp. 


If you do not loosen the top triple clamp bolts 
then the fork cap will be very tight and hard 
to undo. 


COUNT CLICKS 


Count the number of clicks it takes to screw 
the adjuster all the way clockwise and record 
the number. Then screw the adjuster all the 
way anti-clockwise and use the correct WP tool 
or a set of circlip pliers ground (see pl42) to 
fit snugly in the fork cap to loosen the fork cap 
right off until it pops out. 


5 HOLD THE ROD 


Place an open-ended spanner between the 
fork spring coils to hold the damper rod nut 
and loosen the fork cap from the damper rod. 


THREE HANDS 


Completely remove the fork cap from the 
damper rod and slide out the fork spring from 
the fork leg while being careful not to drop 
the damper rod down into the fork leg, which 
could get awkward. You might want an extra 
pair of hands. 
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Slide the new spring down into the fork tube 
and refit the fork cap to the damper rod. Be 
careful not to over tighten the rod. Tighten the 
fork cap back into place and reset the clickers. 


Repeat the process on the other fork leg, then 
re-position the handlebar and tighten the top 
triple clamp bolts to the specified torque setting 
in the prescribed manner. 

ADB Technical Editor Mat Boyd 


4*1 
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ORANGE QUESTIONS 


Over the next few months we’re answering typical questions for every dirtbike brand 



MINERAL OR SYNTHETIC 

On my earlier model KTM it says I have 
to use mineral oil in the hydraulic clutch 
system but on my new one it says I have to 
use DOT 4 brake fluid. Can I just use DOT 
4 in both bikes? 

The earlier model Magura hydraulic clutch 
systems used rubber seals that could only handle 
mineral oil. If synthetic brake fluid is used in these 
systems it will cause the rubbers to fail and the 
clutch system to stop working. 

The later model Brembo clutch systems 
use rubbers that can handle brake fluid so it is 
recommended that they be filled with DOT 4 
brake fluid. 


SHEAR FORCE 

I have seen many KTMs that have torn the 
rear sprocket clean off the alloy hub. This 
has always turned me off owning one. Is 
this a fault with the hubs or something to 
do with chain adjustment? 

KTM has beefed up its rear hubs in the last 
few years so we rarely see this issue crop up. 

It was caused by excessive chain tension. If 
the chain was too tight then , as the long-travel 
rear suspension compressed it would tear the 
sprocket straight off the hub. The trick was to 
adjust the chain so that you could fit three fingers 
loosely in between the chain and swingarm at 
the back of the cha inguide. The chain might look 
slightly on the loose side with the suspension at 
full extension but you wouldn’t destroy a hub. 




COUNTERSHAFT TERRORIST 

I own a KTM and when I spin the rear wheel 
with the bike on a stand and look at the 
countershaft bolt holding my sprocket on, it 
appears to be off-centre, like the bolt or the 
countershaft is bent. Is this a problem? 

This is actually quite common and scares a lot of 
people. More than likely your countershaft is not 
bent and neither is your sprocket bolt. 

On many of these bikes the threaded 
countershaft bolt hole was actually drilled and 
tapped slightly off-centre in the countershaft. 

If you remove your chain and front sprocket 
and spin the countershaft using the kickstarter 
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YOUR 
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PEDAL ADJUSTMENT 



(with the bike in gear) you will more than likely 
notice the shaft is dead straight 

The offset bolt hole will cause absolutely no 
harm to the performance of your bike and is 
common to many KTMs. 

OVERFLOW DRAMA 

I have a KTM 450 EXC and it is always 
sucking coolant. Every time I go for a ride I 
notice once it has cooled down that the 
coolant level has dropped in the radiator and 
it takes nearly half a litre to fill it back up. 

Once I fill it up and start the bike the 
coolant starts pouring out of the radiator 


overflow hose almost instantly. Do I have a 
water pump problem? 

It is common for these bikes to do head 
gaskets and, instead of the coolant leaking 
into the cylinder or out over the motor, it only 
leaks enough for the piston to pressurise the 
cooling system. Every time the piston comes 
up, combustion pressure goes past the head 
gasket and into the water jacket, pressurising 
the system. Once the cooling system is over- 
pressurised, coolant is pumped out through the 
radiator overflow hose. The only fix is to replace 
the head gasket and torque the head correctly. 


I have a 2014 KTM and I’m trying to 
adjust the rear brake but whenever I 
adjust the pushrod that goes into the 
master cylinder all that happens is 
the rear wheel locks up. 

I have only owned Japanese bikes 
previously and I never had a problem 
adjusting the rear brakes on them. 

What am I doing wrong? 

The rear brake on the KTMs has a level 
adjuster on the brake pedal that Japanese 
bikes do not have, which is more than likely 
what you are doing wrong. 

To adjust the height of a KTM brake 
pedal we adjust the height adjuster bolt 
underneath (on the bottom rear of the 
brake pedal) to get the desired height. 

Once you have the desired pedal height 
you lock that height adjuster bolt up and 
then adjust the pedal free play by adjusting 
the bolt and locknut on the master cylinder 
pushrod. Never remove all the free play. 

Always have 2-4mm at the pedal, at the 
very least, or the rear brake will lock up 
when the fluid heats up and expands. 
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NOW IS THE HOUR 

. 

Then 


TROUBLE 

here are many ways to fit an hour meter to 
your bike but, unfortunately, a lot of them 
leave the wires in the way of other parts or 
the wire ends up falling off and the hour 
meter stops working, giving you an inaccurate 
recording of your hours. 




TRICK 

it the hour meter as close as you can to 
the sparkplug high-tension lead and fit it 
somewhere that gives the hour meter wire 
the most direct route to the high-tension lead 
while still being easily visible. 


Remove the seat and tank, then use 
some contact cleaner or a white spirit and 


clean the section of frame you would like to 
stick the hour meter to. Clean the back of 
the hour meter. There may be some silicone 
residue on there from the production process 
that will need cleaning off. 

Insert the wire into the hour meter. 
Some hour meters have a slot that the wire 
presses into. Our one has two holes that the 
wire needs to be threaded through. 

Using strong, double-sided tape stick 
the hour meter directly to the frame. Hold 
it firmly for a few seconds so the adhesive 
bonds. Then run the wire as directly to the 
high-tension lead as possible. Fix the wire 
in place using cable ties so it is not flapping 


around or rubbing on any moving parts. 

Use a razorblade to remove a section 
of the protective outer sheath on the high- 
tension lead. 

The sheath is just a loosely-fitting synthetic 
tube to protect what’s underneath. Do not cut 
into the high-tension lead itself. 


Wrap the hour meter wire around the 
high-tension lead six or more times and then 
tape into place with electrical tape. Cut off 
any excess wire and refit the seat and tank. 
Start the bike and make sure the hour meter 
indicates that it is reading by a flashing 
symbol on the screen. 

ADB Technical Editor Mat Boyd 
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Got a Trick of the Trade you'd like to share ? Send words and hi-res images to adbmag@bauer-media.com.au 



iff 

Mi'- 



ll TROUBLE 

Often older four-strokes can end up with rattly camshafts 
from wear or from running when the bike is low on oil. 
Because the cams run directly in the head you will usually 
need to replace the head to stop the rattling. 

✓trick 

Remove the camshaft cap and lay a fine piece of 
sandpaper on a flat surface. Lubricate the sandpaper with 
WD40 or something similar (kerosene will do) and sand 
the cap down. This will close the gap which the cam runs 
in and reduce the rattling noise. 

$ COST TIME TOOLS 

$1 15 MINS /p WD40, SANDPAPER 



FUEL LACQUER 

H TROUBLE 

Quite often we leave the bike sitting in the shed for long 
periods without draining the fuel from the carby. This 
causes the fuel in the float bowl to go off and dry out, 
leaving a hard lacquer residue that makes the needle stick 
in the needle seat and prevents fuel from flowing into the 
float bowl. Or it causes the carby to flood. 

✓trick 

Remove the needle seat, wind a piece of fine sandpaper 
into a tight roll and insert it into the needle seat. Rotate 
the sandpaper to sand out all the fuel residue so the 
needle will move freely inside the seat again. 

•fccOST /ft TIME TOOLS 

50C 2 MIN St* SANDPIPER 



X TROUBLE 

Pilot jets are often so small that 
they are extremely hard to clean out. 
Even soaking them or blowing them 
out with compressed air sometimes 
fails. 

✓trick 

Use one of the loose, frayed bits 
of wire poking out to the side on 
your wire brush and slide the jet 
along the wire while turning it to 
push out any of the debris blocking 
the jet. This trick often comes in 
handy at the track, when there is no 
compressed air available. 



X TROUBLE 

You want to remove the caps on your 
WP 4CS fork to either change the 
springs or replace the oil but don’t 
have the factory tool to remove the 
cap. 

✓trick 

Use a large, old pair of circlip pliers 
and grind the ends down so they are 
flat and blunt and fit into the two 
holes in the fork cap nice and snug. 
These fork caps are only nipped up 
snug from standard so loosening 
them is an easy task. 



OLD CIRCLIP PLIERS 
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IIL1Jl7‘ld Mill'll 


The front brake can be a daunting tool, but it’s the one that stops you best in general. Here’s how to make it work for you. 





WHY THE FRONT? 


It’s easy to use too much rear brake on a 
dirtbike. This results in a slide and actually 
extends your stopping distance. There’s a 
reason for that - the weight transfer forward 
when your try to stop a dirt bike means that 
the front brake does the heavy work when it 
comes to stopping - on most dirtbikes and in 
average conditions. It changes according to 
various factors (deep loam, soft sand, clay, 
etc) but, in general, the front brake is your 
best stopping tool. 


2 


HEAD UP 


remember to keep your head up when braking 
- look down and you go down! Keeping your 
head up helps you balance (us humans use 
the horizon/sky as a reference) and stops that 
awkward foot dab you will need if you look 
down when braking hard. 


3 ONE OR TWO 


On a dirt bike, one or two fingers will do the 
job. Try to use the tips of your fingers for best 
feel and, on older bikes in particular, be aware 
that squeezing really hard can squash the 
fingers that remain on the throttle. 

When applying the lever, squeeze it to take 


squeeze harder. It’s incredible how hard you 
can brake on even skittish surfaces when you 
do it this way. 

Don’t get grabby! Set up and 
squeeeeeeze... 


4. GET IT PEGGED 


When braking really hard, you can help the 
front tyre get the grip it needs by leaning well 
back, as in our main photo above, and rolling 
your feet onto the back of the footpegs to help 
get your weight back so as not to overload the 
front tyre. 

As you begin easing off the brake lever, you 


Before we get to the brake, it’s crucial to out the initial lever freeplay, then progressively can move your weight forward again. 
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PRACTICE 

MAKES 

PERFECT 


■ This technique works 
on adventure bikes but 
you will have to turn off 
the ABS if it is fitted. 
Practice at increasing 
speeds and then turn 
the ABS back on and 
see if it does a better 
job than you can. 


Ensure your tyre 
pressures are correct for 
the conditions before 
practicing. 


■ If your front wheel 
gets airborne while 
on the brakes, or the 
track surface changes, 
release, then re-apply 
the front brake. 


A good rider will take 
the front tyre to the 
point of losing grip and 
hold it there. 


DOs 


■ Develop other 
drills for front brake 
confidence, such as 
stoppies. They are fun, 
and they work! 


■ Try using one, then 
two fingers. Different 
fingers work for 
different people. 


■ Controlling that initial 
weight transfer forward 
is important - rush this 
step and you will lock 
the brake a lot easier. 


■ Don’t put up with an 
improperly adjusted 
front brake - adjust 
the lever for reach, if 
possible, and height. 


■ Don’t treat your 
dirtbike like a push 
bike - if using the front 
brake scared you on the 
treadly, get over it. It 
works differently on a 
dirtbike. 


■ Don’t brake hard 
with the front lever in a 
corner. It’s a good way 
to tuck the front. 
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TUCK IT 


If the front brake locks, you will feel the 
steering go light and the front start to turn. At 
this point, or as soon as you feel the lock-up, 
release the front brake and the bike will 
straighten up (most of the time). Then re-apply 
the front brake. A good rider will take the tyre to 
the edge of losing grip and hold it there. You 
can practice by rolling forward in first gear, 
simultaneously squeezing the front brake until 
it locks, then releasing. This drill gives you 
plenty of practice at feeling a front wheel lock 
up and fixing it. 

Sam Maclachlan 


f. 






TALON HUBS 




JUSTIN BRAYTON 


With this new bike, my main focus was on the rear end. 
I’m really sensitive to the ride height ... to try to get the 
shock to work like I want it to. I can ride with a fork that 
isn’t really spot on, except if the rear end’s tall I start to 
ride tight and I don’t ride like myself. In supercross, to 
ride fast you need to be over the front and constantly 
moving forward; and then in the whoops, you don’t 
want it to ride too high. 


SCOTT LILLIS 


L^ra 

Even when Justin was on Yamaha, he was always 
chasing the power delivery he’d had on KTMs in 2011, 
so he’s really happy with this new bike. He really likes 
the drive, it’s not super snappy - it doesn’t explode out 


of your hands, but the power is always there. Justin 
had a chance to run the WP air suspension, but since 
everything was so new to him, switching over from 
Yamaha, he elected to go with what he was comfortable 
with, so he’s running the standard suspension. 


L— 


J.R. BOYD 


This year’s bike in full race dress is almost exactly 101b 
lighter than last year's in race trim, with all the titanium 
fasteners, and we are actually afraid we might have to 
add weight to pass inspection. For Justin, we’ve been 
working mainly with suspension, but we’ve also spent a 
bit of time working with gearing for supercross. Factory 
Services does all our engine work and they’ve found a 
package he’s happy with. with Shan Moore 
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I Justin likes the feel of a non-floating front 
rotor, saying it feels better at the finger. 

Brayton’s rear link is slightly longer than 
that on the Stocker. 

Triple clamps are Nekken 22mm offset, 
CNC machined off course. 


| FMF built a custom pipe for Brayton’s bike 


- nice if you can get it. 

BTO Sports KTM runs Pirelli tyres for AMA 
Supercross. 


BRAYTON’S SUPER BIKE 


1. Talon hub plays host to the non- 
floating Galfer disc. 

2. Neken 22mm offset triple 
clamps are needed to work with 
the long rear link on the WP 
monoshock. 

3. Brayton is very sensitive to ride 
height, saying that if it is too high 
he rides tight. 
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THE BACK END USED BIKES 


2004-07 KTM 450 SX 



The engine on the ’04 model was 
a single overhead cam number 
but the WwasaDOHC. 


All model KTMs use WP suspension but the 
’04 model had an open-chamber fork and 
the ’07 had a closed-chamber unit. 


WEIGHT 

The 2004-06 versions of the KTM 450 SX weighed 
104.9kg but for the ’07 model the weight was 
reduced to 104kg, despite the DOHC motor. 


BRAKES 

Brembo brakes are used front and rear 
on the KTM 450s. 


FRAME 

A chrome molybdenum frame is used on 
all models. 


PRICE 

GUIDE 

$4100 

to 

$6000 

NEW PRICE 

2004 $10,490 

2005 $11,499 

2006 $11,595 

2007 $11,995 

SECOND-HAND 

2004 $41 00 -$4800 
2005 $4300 -$5100 
2006 $4500 -$5400 
2007 $5000 -$6000 


All prices listed on this page 
are from The Red Book 
(redbook.com.au) and are 
indicative market range only. 


ROMPER STOMPER 


The 2004 KTM 450SX started out as a 
single-overhead-camshaft engine with 
a kickstarter but by '07 that had been 
transformed into a DOHC, electric-start 
motor. Both engines had a four-speed 
gearbox with a hydraulically-operated 
multi-plate wet clutch and Brembo 
brakes front and rear. 

Both models had WP suspension front 
and rear but by 2007 the front fork had 
been changed from open-chamber to 
closed-chamber. The earlier models ran 
a compression ratio of 12.0:1 but the 
2007 had the ratio increased to 12.5:1. 


Both motors ran four valves but the 
bore and stroke on the ’04 was 95mm x 
63.4mm compared to the 2007 model’s 
more oversquare 97mm x 68mm. 

Both engines used a flat-slide Keihin 
carburettor and Kokusan digital CDI. 

The air filter became removable from the 
side of the airbox on the ’07 model while 
the earlier models needed the seat to be 
removed. Both motors were powerhouses 
but the '07 had a much harder, more 
aggressive punch that could pull a 
tractor from mud. 

Both models used a chrome 


molybdenum steel frame. The chassis 
on the ’04 model was silver but the 
'07 model went black. The ’04 held a 
maximum of seven litres of unleaded 
but the ’07 model had the capacity 
increased to eight litres. 

The ’04 model’s dry weight was 
104.9kg, 900g heavier than the '07. 

The ’04 was longer than the '07, being 
1481mm and the ’07 being 1475mm. 

Both bikes were very powerful, but the 
'07 was a much better package due to 
its upgrades. 

ADB Technical Editor Mat Boyd 







$ 3800 -$6000 

Yamaha YZ450F 

Blue Beast 



$ 3200 -$5000 

Honda CRF450R 

Red Rocket 




$ 4000 -$6200 

Kawasaki KX450F 

Green Meanie 


$ 5000 -$6700 

Suzuki RM-Z450 

Yellow Fever 
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KTM 350 XC-F 2015, Brand new, latest Enduro model, Aust wide 
delivery from $190. S329. TA561W $12,490 


KAWASAKI KX250F 2015 BRAND NEW. Aust wide delivery from, 
S190 C/A S325. TA561464 $8,999 


KTM 350 XCF-W 2015, 6 days Edition, brand new, Aus wide delivery 
Irom $190 C/A. S338 IAb/6b6b $13,990 


KAWASAKI KX450F 2015 Brand New, Aust wide delivery from $190 YAMAHA YZ450F SE 2015, Blue & SE, brand new, Aust wide delivery YAMAHA YZ250F 2015, Blue & SE, brand new, Aust wide delivery 

C/A. S327. TA561468. $9,999 from $190, C/A. S315. IAS40660 $9,999 from $190, C/A. S313. IA640655 $9,499 



HONDA CRF450R 2015, Brand new Aust wide, delivery from $190 
C/A.S328 TA5614/2 $9,999 


YAMAHA YZ250 2015, Brand new 2 stroke. Aus wide delivery from 
$1 90 C/A. S334. TA5/0123 $8,690 


YAMAHA WR250F 2015 new EFI model, electric start, Aus wide 
delivery from $190 C/A. S341. 1AS766 73. $9,999 


SUZUKI RM-Z450 2014 Brand new. AUS Wde de very from $190 
C/A. S276. IA 6132S $8,199 


YAMAHA YZ125 2015, Brand new (2014 Model $6,990). Aus wide SUZUKI RMZ250 2014, brand new, AUS Wide delivery from $190. YAMAHA WR450F 2015, Brand new, latest model, Aust wide delivery 


delivery from $190 C/A. S333. 1A5/0120 


$7,990 


S275. TA-'.613?6 


$7,299 from $190 C/A. S330. TA561478 


$10,299 
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WHAT 2013 Honda CRF250R 
WHO Taylor Potter 

WHERE I BOUGHT IT A1 Motorcycles Ringwood 
HOW MUCH $7700 


BRIDGESTONE X30 TYRES 
FRONT AND REAR 


YOSHIMURA EXHAUST 
SYSTEM 


.WHY I BOUGHT IT 


I rode KTMs for 13 years straight and while they are 
great bikes, I felt as if I was stale after so many years 
riding and racing them and really needed a change. I 
rode a few different makes and then my mates Honda 
CRF450R and loved it, so decided to give Honda a go. 


WHAT I DID TO IT 


I purchased Showa A Kit suspension so it handles 
unbelievably! Xtreme Performance Racing (XPR) in 
California does my race engines for both Australia and 
the USA. Whatever they do works and I know if anyone 
else does a section on the track my bike is more then 
capable of doing the same if not more, so that gives me 
confidence. I have lots of accessories, including Raptor 
titanium footpegs, skidplate, ARC flexible levers and 
much more to help with safety and feel on the bike. 


HOW DOES IT GO 


The power of this bike is awesome! I have never 
ridden a 250cc four-stroke as fast as this one. The 
combination of the Showa A Kit suspension and engine 
package creates a bike which is smooth, but super 
aggressive when you twist it south. If you bought a 
CRF250R off the showroom floor you wouldn’t be 
unhappy, they handle and turn so well and, with an 
exhaust, liven right up. 


.SHOULD I BUY ONE 


I bought my Hondas off Al’s showroom floor because I 
wanted to be on the best machinery that was going to 
give me the best chance to win. I have ridden Honda 
for two years now and I honestly don’t want to change 
any time soon. It is a great bike for all skill levels and 
they turn on a dime for the more experienced rider. 


XPR ENGINE 


RAPTOR TITANIUM 
FOOTPEGS 


5 THINGS YOU 
DIDN’T KNOW 
ABOUT 
TAYLOR’S 
CRF250R 


TAYLOR MADE 


2 The Yoshimura exhaust is a full carbon 
muffler/titanium header system. 


3 The Collective Family does the sticker kit 
which makes it look so good. 


4 It has X30 Bridgestone tyres which taylor 
believes give the best traction 


5 

i J 


Krooz Tune suspension services and dials 
in the suspension. 


1 ft has raced two Australian Supercross 
Championships and one AMA East Coast 
Supercross series. 


1. The bike’s torque and 
horsepower is enhanced by 
the full Ti/carbon Yoshimura 
exhaust. It’s not just for looks. 

2. The engine has been 
modified by XPR. 

3. The Raptor titanium footpegs 
make sure Taylor’s feet don’t 
slip over the big whoops. 
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more traction 


TUbliss damps the full circumference of the tyres bead firmly against the rim, helping 
stiffen the tires sidewall while eliminating the possibility of a pinch-flat. Ihis allows you to 
safely run much lower tire pressures that you would ever dare with a conventional tube. 
Tyre pressure now becomes a VERY TUSABLE aspect of bike set up. Experience a whole 
new level of traction, ride quality & control available from running lower tyre pressures. 


more rim protection 

The lOOpsi vice-like seal at the inside of the tyres 
bead forces the structural integrity of the tyres 
sidewall to stand-up and absorb impacts (as 
opposed to flexing into the tube and laying over 
like a conventional tube, transferring the impact 
directly to the rim). And because the TUbliss 
seals against the inside of the tyres bead (NOT 
THE RIM) it will work with dinged, tweaked & 
even cracked rims without issues. 


more flat protection 


Eliminating the conventional tubes means NO PINCH FLATS , which are the most 
common type of flats. And when used with a Slime type tyre sealant is virtually 
fiat proof!! In the rare event of a slashed tire that the sealant cant plug, TUbliss will 
still keep the tyre on the bead & supports the side wall so you can finish your ride. 


CNC Billet Alloy 
mechanical rimlock 


more weight savings 

The TUbliss systems is up to l kg lighter (per wheel) than pinch- 
prone, heavy duty tubes. Where else can )vu get that kind of 
bolt-on weight savings? And experts agree that saving weight on 
rotating un-sprung mass is the most critial place to save it ( 1kg 
saved here is = to 3kgs of sprung weight). This greatly enhances 
acceleration, braking and overall performance. 


U. 

Low pressure 


High pressure 


more technology 


Ihe Tubliss Full-circumference Rim lock 
technology creates a seal that divides the tyre 
into two completely separate air chambers. 
This enables a rider to run high pressure at 
the bead for added reliability & protection, 
and low pressure at the contact patch for 
added traction 


more ease of 
changing tyres 

Tyre changes with TUbliss utilizes a 
different, simpler process that everyone 
agrees after they learn it, the process 
is much easier than with standard 
tubes. Check out the installation video 
at proaccessories.com.au & see for 
yourself. 


Tubliss seal 
cross-section 


For more details go te proaccessories.com.au 

ultimate traction control 
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The aim with any long-term test bike is to assess the 
longevity of that particular model. Testing a machine 
for more than six months gives ADB a chance to live 
with bikes like any paying customer, and experience 
the joys and frustrations associated with ownership. 

It also lets us uncover any gremlins we do not 
pick up on a two-day launch ride. This year I’ll be 
swinging off the Sherco 300 SEF-R until about June, 
when I’ll be trading up for a 450 SEF-R fresh off the 
boat from France. 

If I’m being honest, spending a year charging 
through the bush on the more familiar brands has not 
tickled my fancy as much as the opportunity to ride a 
Sherco has. 

This is not because I don’t like those brands, I 
love ’em, but because they have already established 
themselves as super reliable, and excellent 
performers. 

I loved my FE501 ’Berg last year and found it hard 
to fault, while the Kawasaki KX250F I had before that 
also never let me down. 

The Sherco 300 SEF-R, on the other hand, will be 
a relatively foreign experience for me. 

In the five years I’ve been working at ADB I’ve 
never been given the opportunity to test a Sherco over 
a long period of time. The closest I’ve come was the 
Golden Beach Six-Flour (ADB #422) when we put 
the two 300s (2T and 4T) through one of the most 
gruelling races on the Vico calendar. 

So I’m keen to see what breaks, what wears out 
quicker than normal, if anything needs modifying or 


replacing and, of course, what I really love about the 
Sherco 300 SEF-R. 

My first ride was about 45 minutes away from ADB 
HQ in Oakleigh, Vic. This is the closest riding we can 
find to Melbourne so I’m not going to tell you exactly 
where, but if you want to know send me an email and 
I’ll be happy to oblige. 

It is mainly tight singletrack with a few techo rock 
climbs and log hops (as can be seen in the pic). It is 
not a secret spot by any means, but it seems relatively 
unknown as the trail is often overgrown. 

There were no surprises in its first outing. It still 
felt like one of the best handling machines in its 
class, as it did at Golden Beach, and the power was 
impressive for a 300cc four-stroke. The one thing that 
did grab my attention was the map switch, located on 
the handlebar. 

As I was getting tired towards the end of the ride 
I decided to switch to the dull map, which made it a 
little less responsive and consequently easier to ride. 
On the aggressive map it was too lively for my tiring 
body. I’ll be interested to see if the two maps end up 
really feeling that different once I get used to it. 

That’s it for now. Sherco has undertaken a major 
overhaul of its enduro range so I’m excited to see if 
it will be able to cement its name alongside the more 
established brands. I’ve got a bunch of riding lined up 
at Kinglake, Vic with Isle of Man winner Cam Donald, 
so I’ll make sure to give him a go and let you know 
what he thinks! 

Mitch Lees 


A new era for Sherco has arrived, but just how will it go 
as a reliable bush steed? 




mi m 
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It has been a long time since I have done any racing 
on a two-stroke. To be exact, about 11 years. The last 
time I raced a stroker I would have been about 16, 
when the four-stroke era was starting to kick in. 

Back then everyone was switching to the new high- 
power four-strokes as the majority believed you had to 
be on a four-stroke to be competitive. 

Eleven years on and the two-stroke has just refused 
to die and is proving that it is as competitive as any 
other bike out there. 

I was excited about receiving a KTM 250 SX long- 
termer but also a little nervous. I was nervous because 
I remembered how tough they were to ride and to hang 
on to and a little nervous because of the whole drama 
that seems to follow the whole two-stroke versus four- 
stroke thing. 

It isn’t fair, it’s cheating, it’s not good for the sport. I 
could go on, but the fact of the matter is the 250 two- 
stroke is in the Lites class and it is perfectly legal to 
race one so that is exactly what I am going to do. 

FORK CAP RECALL 

I took delivery of the KTM 250 SX and, before being 
able to ride it, I heard that my bike was among a 
number of KTMs and Husqvarnas that had been 
recalled. The recall was to tighten the fork caps as they 
might not have been tightened properly at the factory 
and could fail, leaving me with a severely-damaged 
fork and possibly injured. 

I suggest if anyone has a 2015 model bike with 
4CS fork they check immediately to see if their bike 
falls within the batch that was recalled and get it into 
a KTM dealer to have the fork caps tightened before 
riding it again. 

Mat’s already had the fork caps checked Now he’s looking at 


Once the recall was all sorted I took the KTM to one 
of my coaching schools that I run at Lakes Motorcycle 
Club. In between lessons, I ran-in the bike and, when 
I got a chance, put in some time on the track to get 
a feel for it. To my surprise, the bike has a massive 
down-low power hit. It comes on hard and, by hard, I 
mean hang on or its going without you. 

But as the revs rise, the power starts to flatten out in 
the mid-range and drop off into the top-end. 

By dropping off I don’t mean it is a slug by any 
means, but compared to a four-stroke it just doesn’t 
have the same top-end. It works better if it is short 
shifted and kept in that low, grunty, hard-hitting power. 

SOFT SIDE 

The suspension was a little on the soft side but has a 
very smooth action. The 4CS fork is very impressive, 
while being slightly soft it still performs well and 
stiffens up nicely as it progresses. 

The handling is a dream. After riding our YZ450F 
long-termer, this KTM feels like you are throwing 
around a pit bike. 

Tipping into corners is very easy so line selection 
ends up being very accurate. 

This bike has the recipe to be a great race machine. 
Over the next few months I will spend some time 
tuning it to get the power just the way I like it and get 
the suspension dialed in so the bike handles perfectly. 

After my first ride I have full confidence that I can 
make this bike a weapon with very little effort. I am 
excited to spend the following months playing with this 
bike and racing it. I feel like a kid again, who just got 
his first motorbike! 

ADB Technical Editor Mat Boyd 

fitting stiffer springs 
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For this year, I am very pleased to be the test pilot 
of ADB's long-term Yamaha WR250F. I’ll spend the 
next 12 months putting the all-new Yami through 
its paces, whether it be trail blazing across our 
awesome Aussie terrain, ripping up MX tracks, 
cutting laps on endurocross tracks or riding my 
favourite genre of hard enduro. 

As everyone reading this would already know, all 
of the 2015 bike talk is about the new WR-F, with 
a review of the WR-F by ADB Editor Mitch Lees 
in our last issue. There’s certainly a lot of hype 
around the Blue camp this year and if looking into 
Yamaha’s past proves anything, we’ll find that their 
pivotal moves over the years have not only been 
important for their company but have also had 
significant impact on the entire off-road industry. 

Team Blue doesn’t often disappoint. To say 
the update was a little overdue would be a slight 
understatement, but now that it’s on the market, 
it is our job to give you all some clear insight into 
how it performs, what mods are needed and how 
much maintenance is required. 

Before I even sit on the bike I think it’s easy to 
make a few predictions about this machine. First of 
all, this is not at all like the old WR-F. Old Blue was 
a sturdy beast that, although extremely reliable, 
was well and truly outdated. 

The 2015 is basically a YZ that has received 
some modest tweaks to make it capable and 
comfortable on the trail, without the usual sacrifice 
of performance. 


Secondly, I am fully expecting to have to pick up 
a couple of aftermarket parts right off the bat. Due 
to ADR compliance rules, the WR-F has the typical 
pee shooter muffler we have come to expect from 
the Yamaha blue four-strokes. 

Although some of the top pro racers have proven 
that the standard WR-F exhaust system with the 
competition baffle is good enough to win races, 

I would still prefer to get an idea of how the bike 
performs when it is unrestricted. 

We’ll get our hands on a few GYTR products 
to get the most out of it. My last prediction, or 
acknowledgement, before sitting on the bike was 
that I’d need to step up my basic maintenance 
schedule in order to avoid catastrophe. 

Last year I was riding one of the least needy 
machines on the market, so I’m going to have to 
be very mindful regarding intervals for oil changes, 
valve clearance checks, rings, piston etc. 

Having just picked up the bike, I’ve only been 
out for a quick squirt but that short ride was easily 
enough time to leave me totally impressed. 

The first thing that comes to mind is that the 
new WR is a bike that inspires confidence and is 
incredibly fun to ride. 

It’s easy to boss the WR-F around and ride 
without too much concern for finesse, throttle 
control or precision. The new WR-F is a bike you 
can start up and simply smash through whatever 
lies in the way. 

Enduro Editor Jake Stapleton 


www.adbmag.com MARCH 2015 157 






unMsrecifEromi 

•u£5£ m musiv[ 

HIR[ THl WlfST MOOfl 400CC 

•55P" m ° ur 

MOOIFICAHONS 

.■ s r— ■ 

CAM JOIN IN JHE rniiR 

* aiding in our support truck 



AUSTRALIA'S IIRT BIKE ACCESSORIES SPECIAUSTS 

UNIT 5/38 KENWORTH PLACE BRENDALE QLD 


www.gearfactor.com.au 


201 5 GP AIR & SE PRO MOTO GEAR 


Available in-store or on-line NOW! 


www.gearfactor.com.au 



r^^Iirfff OF t 

p /M p ji iihmViPi nnaiw ^ 2 \ 


r w * vli/* W U lif iKf/ r ’ 




THEBACKEND LONG TERMERS 

1 



Project on The Gas has taken a few turns this 
month (and missed a few). I’ve carried out a 
wide variety of tasks, not to mention revealing 
- finally - a weakness. 

The P3 pipe guard paid for itself when I 
rubbed the Gasser on the ground for the 
first time. I was riding a loop in the Blue 
Mountains with ADB columnist and desert 
legend Ben Grabham when I lost the front. I 
wasn’t surprised, as the conditions were as 
slippery, dusty and rocky as they get. 

I was surprised when I executed a copycat 
crash two corners later... I checked the tyres, 
which seemed fine, and a few loops later, 
realised the Marzocchi fork, which Enduro 
Editor Jake Stapleton and I had praised, 
didn’t like these conditions. 


Most forks don’t like dry and dusty trails, 
but the Marzocchi was going all vague right 
when I needed feel, so it’s time to get that 
sorted out. 

The Reiger, which used to be the shock 
to have when racing in the desert, is still 
excellent. It just handles anything. 

I am coming up with a cunning plan for the 
fork with Terry Hay’s Shock Treatment, so stay 
tuned for more info. 

The Gasser and I recently coached at a 
Stay Upright Adventure Bike course, with the 
Gas Gas there to ride sweep and provide the 
eye candy. Jumping from enormous 1200 
adventure bikes onto the diminutive Gas Gas 
just highlights how tiny the thing is, but also 
how versatile. 


CAGED LION 

Some 300cc two-strokes would have been 
like a caged lion on the adventure-spec 
trails we used, but the Gas Gas was happy 
to tour along. It was much happier when the 
riding course was over and it got given its 
head, of course, but it can do docile - one of 
its strengths. 

Finally, the Gas Gas spent a day riding with 
Ballard’s Motorex Sherco rider Jess Gardiner 
on her local trails. This is where the Gas Gas 
really felt at home, the light-weight grunt 
master able to slide through the bush at pace 
and making up for anything gumby from me. 

There’s plenty of summer-time riding 
coming up for Project On the Gas - stay tuned 
for more! Sam Maclachlan 
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See rec rego feature in this issue 


X-Trig triple damps, seatcover, 

Vortex igplaHi 


Check out the video of 
the RM-Z250 on the ADB 
website, adbmag.com.au, 
for some action and a run 
through on how she’s going 
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ALL DRESSED UP! 

It’s only taken three months to get our project Suzuki RM-Z250 to where 
we wanted it, and I gotta say it looks mighty fine. All the modifications 
dress the motocross convert up as a pretty handy bush weapon. 

The pipe, wheels and levers are among my favourite mods. The Pro 
Circuit trumpet has completely changed the power curve to give it 
more off the bottom, welcome relief when hopping logs and doing short 
hillclimbs, where you need a good burst of grunt off the bottom. The 
heavy-duty States MX rims and gold hubs not only look trick but have 
also given me some added confidence heading bush on a motocross 
machine. They’re also lighter than the stock wheels, which makes a 
minor improvement to the front suspension response. 

There are a few more bits still to go on the bike, like the Vortex 
ignition, seat cover and triple clamps, but so far I love it as an enduro 
machine. Suzuki has often been criticised for making a motocross 
machine that doesn’t have the most powerful engine, nor the best 
suspension or the best handling. But most will say it does not disappoint 
in any of these areas either. Fortunately, when riding in the bush its 
milder manners are actually an asset. 

The YZ250F and KX250F do feel more powerful on a motocross 
track, but are not the right mix for the bush, while the CRF250R is an 
excellent-handling bike when scrubbing doubles, which translates nicely 
to the bush, but it is let down by an underpowered engine. 

The RM-Z250 seems to be a perfect blend of those three. So, this 
begs the question of why Suzuki doesn’t make a road-registerable 
RM-Z250 bush bike for us Aussies. I could actually give you several 
legitimate reasons why it hasn’t, but there’s no harm in putting the 
pressure on. Come on Suzuki, give us an RMX250Z to go with the 
forthcoming ADR’d RMX450Z! Mitch Lees 


FORGIVING BEAST 

Well, 2015 is here and that means a big year ahead. Our two week 
Christmas break meant a lot of food and a lot of drinking but, 
unfortunately, not much riding. 

My last time on the Flusky was out at the Bunyip State Park in 
Victoria’s south-east. This area is quickly becoming ADB’s go-to area for 
a quick ride and pix. Editor Mitch and I were joined by ADB contributor 
and Sherco brand manager Stephen Tuff for a quick morning ride. 

Tuffy was delivering another one of our long-termers, the Sherco 300 
SEF-R and we also had a WR250F on the ute. We headed out into the 
bush along some nice, challenging singletrack. Although I have had 
limited time on the Flusky due to the Christmas rush, I am starting to get 
a good feel for it. 

I am also starting to get back a little bit of confidence after nearly 12 
months off the bike with my knee recon. One thing I have realised is that 
my reaction time has suffered from being off the bike so long. 

When you are going along a trail, you have to react quickly to 
everything that happens in front of you and around you. When you 
haven’t had much time in the saddle, you hit things, over shoot corners 
and choose the wrong lines; all things that you would have otherwise 
noticed or avoided. 

I feel as though once I get that awareness and reaction time back, I 
will be much better off. It is fortunate then, that the Flusky 350 is such 
a forgiving bike. Despite crashing and bashing my way through the tight 
singey, the Flusky seemed to keep me out of any major trouble. 

I didn’t have the Flusky over the Christmas period. Instead I had 
Mitch’s Sherco, which I took for a quick spin in Barmah, on the Murray 
River. The 300 SEF-R is similar to the Flusky in that it is light and easy 
to throw around, but still has plenty of grunt down low. 

One noticeable difference is the short wheelbase on the Sherco, which 
I have to say I struggled with. Looking forward, my first notable ride will 
be a five-day trailride in Tasmania. 

This was due to happen in early February so you should be able to 
read all about it in the April issue of ADB. I’ll let you know how the 
Husky goes on its first significant outing. 


Dylan Ruddy 
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Cambodia 

motorbiketours 

cambudumofcjrbikooufvcuri 



\Jii 

motorbiketours 



OPEN TOUR CALENDAR 2015 


Cambodia - oflroad 

Jan 1 8 Tough Guy Tour 
Jan 11-17 Tradie Tour 
March $-14 Cambodia Supertour 
June 21-27 Tradie Tour 2 
July 19-25 Wel n wild 
Sept 20-26 Tomb Raider 
Oct 1- id Mates Tour * 

Nov 1-7 Sihanouk Super Trail 

Gold star lour operator 
supporter of local charity and 
community protects 


\1etnam- road touring 

Jan 10-21 HigNand Adventure 
Feb 1-9 Cycel Torque Tor 
Feb 14-21 Cyde Torque Tar<2) 
March 19-28 Benwah s Super Tour 
Aprl 23- May 8 ANZAC Ride 
May 17-22 H#*nd Adventure 
June 3-1 2 Top Gear Moto 
Jiiy 2-7 Highland Adventure 
July 10-16 Hana Adventure 
Aug 2-13 Hgniand Adventure 
Sept 4- 1 5 highland Adventure 
Oct 15-24 Top Gear Moto 
Oct 26- Nov 3 Western HCM Tra* 
Nov 5-13 Danang - Nha Trang 
Dec 8- 1 7 Top Gear Moto 



See our website for tour detats and book ngs or SMS Ben *61 429909778 

Jason +61 466421353 E-mail 0enwah96@yahoo com au 

www vietnammotortxketous com www cambodiamotorbiketours com 
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THE SCIENCE OF SUSPENSION 


Made in 

U.S.A. 


suspension components 



highest 

quality 

springs 


world famous 
gold valves 



extensive range of 


distributed by 


a Emm 



motorcycle suspension specialists 


www.shocktreatment.com.au 

ph: 02 4773 9115 fax: 02 4773 8889 
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FOOD COACHINO 
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FACILITIES 


GOONDIWINDI 

It might be deep in the bush, but this club feels like home 


The Goondiwindi Motorcycle Club is on the 
NSW/Qld border, 400km from the coast. 

The town's largest neighbour is Moree, 
125km away, but it is a transport hub for the 
region and the club's motocross track attracts 
riders from as far as Yeppoon (Qld) and 
Armidale (NSW). 

The club has a typical country Australia 
community feel about it, with a pro-active 
committee and team of tireless volunteers 
ensuring its members enjoy a family day of 
motocross riding at its monthly practice days. 

The hospitality is always laid on for visitors, 
with one-day MQ licenses available. 

Despite the town having a population of less 
than 6000, its motorcycle club rarely fails to 


attract a large entry for events. The most recent 
saw more than 100 riders take part, despite the 
40-plus degree temperatures. 

The club’s single 1.4km track features a 
combination of tabletops, smaller jumps and 
whoops. A loamy sand corner is a favourite with 
riders, as is the big step-down. 

Club days are held on the last Sunday of the 
month between February and November, when 
it gets way too hot for dirt riding, and are for 
riders of all levels. 

The club is affiliated with Motorcycling 
Queensland and caters for juniors (from 
four-years-old), through to seniors. Coaching 
clinics are conducted twice a year. 

Chris Dob ie 
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THE BACK END I KID'S CORNER 


ATOM 

YOUTH 

HELMET 


Fresh from the depths of the One 
Industries helmet range is the new 
Atom Youth. Available in three youth 
sizes, the 1150g (claimed) 
polycarbonate shell includes 
ventilation, a plush comfort liner and 
One says a wide variety of goggles will 
fit. Head to your local dealer to see the 
excellent range of colours available. 


ATOM YOUTH HELMET 

$139.95 

WHERE C&R Imports 
WEB www.candr.com.au 
PH (03) 9587 5077 



HUNTER GATHERER 

YJR STAR WARMS UP IN NZ 

Yamaha Junior Racing’s effervescent 
Hunter Lawrence will be competing in 
some up-coming events in New Zealand 
to help prepare for the Aussie season. 

Hunter raced at the Woodville GP on 
January 24-25 and will head back to NZ 
in March to race the final two rounds of 
the NZ MX Championships, at Rotorua 
and Pukekohe. 

The 15-year-old Queenslander will be 
competing on a YZ125 and will join 
several senior Australian riders 
contesting events in NZ. It makes is a 
busy start to the season for Lawrence, 
who is also competing at the opening 
two rounds of the MX Nationals, starting 
March 28 as part of the Rookie Cup, 
again on a 125. 
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KID-SIZED TIP! 


LOOK! 

There’s an old saying: riding is looking. It’s a 
good one, because it’s true. Whether you’re 
looking for the best line, or looking for the next 
turn on the trail, ride with your head up, 
looking ahead and with your awareness level 
switched to ‘high’. 

A common area for riders to get into trouble 
is battling the desire to look down. You need to 
accept that you can see the ground just in front 


of your front wheel with your peripheral vision, 
not to mention the fact you have already seen it 
as you should have seen that patch of ground 
on approach. 

Turning your head to look through a rut 
makes it much easier to rail it, as does looking 
over a log or planning your way through 
whoops. Get your vision in the right spot now 
and your senior riding life will be much easier! 




HOW TO GO PRO 

WHAT DO THE FACTORY GUYS LOOK FOR WHEN IT’S TIME TO FILL THEIR RIDER ROSTERS? WE SPEAK 
TO YAMAHA’S NATIONAL JUNIOR MANAGER, SCOTT BISHOP, TO FIND OUT THE SIX MAIN FACTORS 
- THEY MAY NOT BE WHAT YOU EXPECT 


DETERMINATION 

“This is the first thing I look for. We need a 
kid who can fight. They need to be willing to 
fight to improve their track position, to 
improve their skills, to get their bike working 
better. The rider that doesn’t quit or whinge or 
complain stands out and is attractive to 
teams. Sulking or dropping the bottom lip all 
the time is a bad sign.” 

E WORK ETHIC 

“Up to the age of 12, I believe a kid’s speed 
is more to do with the amount of bike time 
than anything else. At around 12, the ability 
starts to stand out and separate the riders. 
From 16, the racing and riding gets really 
hard and a rider needs to work hard. If they 
don’t, or won’t, the results won’t come.” 

1 WILLINGNESS TO IMPROVE 
“The whole point of a team environment is to 
improve the rider, but the rider themself needs 
to be willing to try new things. New riding 
techniques, new bike set-ups or parts, new 
lines. If they don’t want to soak up the 
experience and mentoring a factory team 
offers, they won’t work on a team. It’s 
crucial.” 

E' SPEED THAT CAN GO FURTHER 

“Is a rider fast because of technique or just 
that they hold the throttle to the stop 
everywhere and don’t care if they crash? We 
need a rider who has good speed, obviously, 
but it needs to be coming from a strong 
technique, no matter what it looks like, 
otherwise the speed won’t improve. Once the 


throttle is wide open, the bike won’t go any 
faster unless the rider can use technique to 
get more speed. Look at Michael Byrne for 
instance. He was amazingly quick just riding 
by himself out in the bush. That kind of speed 
can be coached to be faster!” 

WIDE SPREAD OF ABILITY 
“We don’t choose a rider based on one ride 
very often, because riders these days need a 
broad spread of ability. They might be fast on 
their usual surface, but what happens when 
they get a muddy day? Or a sandy track? Or a 
really hard-pack one? The top riders can adapt 
to all these conditions, and while they might 
be faster on one or two, they can still score 


good points on all. That’s what we look for. 
Rider selection is done over a broad period.” 

E CONFIDENCE 

“Talent is important, but confidence is really 
important. Ever heard of the factory rider 
saying they “hope” they win a title? There 
isn’t one. You need kids with a healthy dose of 
realistic confidence, but who can also operate 
in a team environment. It’s a hard balance to 
find, but kids that are confident in their own 
abilities, but don’t act like the world owes 
them for being so awesome are valuable. 

Plenty of riders have lost, or not been given, 
rides due to the bad attitude of themselves or 
even those around them.” 
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MORGAN FOGARTY 


Date of birth: 15/2/00 _ 

First Bike: Honda CRF50 

Current bikes: Honda CRF150R and CRF250R 

Sponsors: BCP Pro Circuit Honda, Fox Racing, Fuchs Silkolene, 

Dunlop, Eightll, Panic Industries, Topline, EK, AFAM, Redink 

Results: 

201 1 - 1st Victorian Titles C Grade 65cc, 3rd 85cc small wheel. 

201 2 - 1st Victorian Titles B Grade 85cc small wheel and 65cc. 

201 3 - 10th Victorian Titles A Grade 85cc big wheel. 

2014 - 8th Australian Titles at Appin 85cc (12-14 years). 

2nd Hattah Desert Race 85cc class. 

4th Victorian Titles A grade 85cc big wheel. 

1st Gippsland Titles A grade 85cc big wheel. 



MORGAN FAIR CHILD 

In the small town of Pheasant Creek an hour north of Melbourne lives a family that is widely 
known in junior motocross. You will rarely hear a bad word spoken about the Fogarty family 
and, at the age of 14, Morgan Fogarty already has himself a large network of fans that is 
growing each race as he climbs towards the top of the junior scene. 



Morgan Fogarty started racing in 2011, 
following in the footsteps of older brother 
Wyatt, and immediately showed signs of talent. 
He had a Honda CRF50F but quickly moved 
up to a 65cc two-stroke. He started with local 
club races and then went on to regional events 
and state championships. 

In no time Morgan started racking up 
results, starting with a Victorian state title 
in his first year of racing. A long-time ride? 
of green machines, Morgan started racing 
Kawasaki’s KX85 in 2011 and spent the next 
three years on them. 

After showing potential and an awesome 
attitude towards his racing, Fogarty was picked 
up by the Factory Junior Kawasaki racing 
team last season and had a good year, scoring 
second 85cc in the Hattah Desert Race, 
fourth at the Vic State titles and winning the 
Gippsland Centre Championship. 

The National Junior Championships were 
a tough learning curve, with Morgan finishing 
eighth overall after an up-and-down week. I’d 
heard the Fogarty name around the traps and 
during the season visited Morgan a few times 
n his tent and wished him the best of luck. 

I’d always found him to be a polite kid with 
none of the bullshit that you can come across 
from time to time. His aggressive, ‘riding 
on the ragged edge’ style was in complete 
contrast to his super cruisy and polite attitude, 
realtadmired the way he worked so closely 


w 


with his family, including his dad Wayne, mum 
Simone and brother Wyatt. 

When I first took on the job of managing 
the new-look BCP Pro Circuit Honda Junior 
Development Team I looked closely at Morgan 
and dismissed the idea because I presumed 
he had already signed with Kawasaki. When 
it was suggested by my main coach/racer Tim 
Vare that I look into signing Morgan I thought, 
“What the heck, let’s give them a call”. 

Within no time we had come up with a 
deal that would see Morgan ride for us on the 
Honda CRF150R and CRF250R this year. 
Within a few short weeks Morgan had already 
gelled extremely well with his 150R. 

He had kept his speed but had somehow 
smoothed out the mistakes and asked if he 
could race the Bacchus Marsh Twilight event. 
The meeting would put him up against one of 
his main competitors, Bailey Malkiewicz on a 
Team Husqvarna 85cc, and be a terrific gauge 
of where he was at on the new bike. 

The decision to do the race was a good one 
as Fogarty went on to holeshot and win all his 
races, leading every lap along the way. Fogarty 
seems set to have himself another good year 
as he continues to chase his MX dreams 
alongside his super-supportive parents. 

But more than anything, the Fogartys are an 
example of how much our sport can be a real 
family affair. With families like the Fogartys the 
future is in good hands. 
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We build aluminium canopies custom 
designed to suit your ute shape, size, 
etc. & bike / camper trailers made to 
take rough road conditions & sleep 
the family. Check out our website. 


Metalink 


2 Pack Paint 
Complete Electrical fitout 
Roof Top Campers 
Built tough for off road treks 


Integrated Water Tanks 
Custom internal fitouts 
Deep Cycle Batteries 
Fridge Slides, drawers etc. 



ph mb m 

www.metallnk.nAt.au 


Manufactured in Australia 


Ian Wightman’s 
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Race Tech Parts & Service 
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• Springs 

• Revalves 

• Gold Valves 

• Services 


• Emulators 

• MotorexOil 


• Bike /Track Set Up 

fl IBB 
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PO Box 41 7, 

P: 02 6577 6177 

Singleton NSW. 2330 

OR 0400 721 210 


Trouble with ARM PUMP? 



Grip onto the edge of this 
little rubber puck with your 
boots when standing under 
acceleration and you won't 
have to hang on so damn 
tight with your arms! 


Grippy rubber puck stops the 
body going backwards under 
acceleration taking weight off the 
hands and arms reducing arm 
pump and fatigue. Used By: 
Factory Motorex KTM off-road. 
(Finke, Hattah racing). 

Factory Honda GHR off-road. 
Factory Husqyarna Glenn Kearney 
Buy Now - Online Shop 
www.StegzMoto.com.au 

S TEGZ 

MOTO TECHNOLOGIES 
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SMOKIN’ THE WOODS 

An all-European, three-way shootout put the Gas 
Gas EC250, Husqvarna WR250 and KTM 250EXC 
strokers head-to-head. 

The three bikes were closely priced, at $10,675, 
$10,390 and $10,399 respectively. 

By test’s end, the boys had given the engine gong 
to the Gasser, while best handling and best ergos went 
to the KTM. The Husky was regarded as the best race 
package and the KTM as best trail mix. The overall 
victory finally went to the KTM. 

Might be time to revisit this one. The 250cc 2T 
enduro class has never looked so good, with bikes 
from Beta, Gasser, Husky, KTM, Sherco and TM. 
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ON THE COVER 

Rob Mather, Stuart Morgan and Vaughn Cumming caught bar-to-bar on three of the best enduro 
bikes we’d ever tested. The giant AT V comparo got a cover pointer, with some justification. What 
a nightmare that would have been to organise. 



TEN QUADS ON TEST 

Ten quads varying in price from $9990 to 
$14,790 were lined up and tested in the 
Victorian hills. The quads were the Honda 
TRX400EX, Suzuki LT-Z400, Yamaha 
YFM660R Raptor, Kawasaki KFX700 V Force, 
Polaris Predator 500, Gas Gas Wild HP 300, 


Bombardier DS650 X Baja, Honda TRX450, 
Polaris Scrambler 500 and the Yamaha YFZ450. 
Overall winner was the Yamaha YFZ450 with the 
Polaris Predator taking second and third choice 
was the TRX400EX. As for the best choice for 
trail or MX use, those accolades went to the 
TRX400EX and YFZ450 respectively. 
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SWee Pofthe 


Believe it or not, there was a time when KTMs were 
neither orange nor plentiful. They were mostly white 
and uncommon due to being expensive. For a later 
model, the highlight colour was a peppermint green 
seat which people either loved or hated but the 
colour contrast on the MC80 was the brown, red and 
orange stripes on the white plastics. 

In 1 979 it took 2600 of your hard-earned beer 
and fun tokens to put the KTM MC80 250 in your 
shed, quite a significant amount more than the 
Japanese offerings at the time, but that included a lot 
of top-line equipment. A Marzocchi fork graced the 
front-end giving 280mm of travel and the rear-end 
duties were handled by Bilstein shocks, although 
it was suggested cashed up riders could improve 
things by switching to Ohlins shocks. Magura 
grips were standard as was its ‘whirlpool’ throttle, 
Metzeler tyres provided the grip with Mother Earth 
and the rear brake pedal sported a folding tip and 
two separate mounting positions for the actuating 
rod to change the leverage and feel. 

The fully floating rear drum brake was known to 
flog out the eyes in the stay arm and it was suggested 
this would be a regular maintenance item. The fix 
was to have the eyes bushed or to convert the brake 
to a non-floating system. The Kato was said to need 
regular checking of the sprocket bolts, but otherwise 
was a perfect example of mechanical reliability. 

The bike was built as a five-speed motocrosser 
but came with a lighting coil, allowing an easy 
conversion to enduro use with the addition of a 
wiring harness, switch, headlight and tail/brake 
light. If you wanted a six-speed ’box you had to split 
the cases and then hammer a Bultaco Lobito main 
bearing pin into place in the selector drum. That 
meant the bike was capable of either MX or enduro. 
The gearbox was said to be indestructible and to shift 
flawlessly. 

The testers’ initial impressions were that the bike 
was tall and stiff and it maintained that feel when 
going slowly. Build up speed and it was a case of 
the faster you went, the better the bike responded. 
Apart from the rear brake stay arm, the only hassle 
mentioned was getting the jetting right on the Bing 
(Bloody Ingenious New Gadget) but, once sorted, it 
pulled like a train. A Lectron carb was fitted to the 
test bike (an $80 spend), and it was both easier to jet 
and less susceptible to altitude changes. 
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GEE WHIZ 

CMG offered some 
attractive prices 
over this seven- 
model range. 
Sadly, a web 
search indicates 
it no longer 
exists. 
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BIKES FROM 
THE DAYS WHEN 
DINOSAURS 
ROAMED THE 
PITS 


SIN CITY INDOOR MANIA 

The US got its first taste of indoor endurocross in November, 2004 at t 
‘invitation-only’ Maxxis Endurocross Indoor Championship in Las Vegas. 
With riders from both sides of the Atlantic, it was Yanks versus Euros, 
GNCC versus EWC, and by the final event every rider had crashed. Before 
this, indoor endurocross had been a once-a-year event in Barcelona, 
despite the wishes of riders and teams. Although the crowd was smaller 
than hoped, due to it being Thanksgiving Weekend, the event was a 
success and Ryan Hughes took home the $10,000 first prize with David 
Knight and Mika Ahola filling the other podium spots. Two distinct riding 
styles were evident. The Euros, being more familiar with the endurocross 
concept, had learnt caution was better than aggression with indoor 
obstacles but the Yanks had a “hit it hard and hope ya don’t crash” style. 


REED’S RUBBER 

With Chad Reed 
taking the 2004 
AM A Supercross 
Championship, 
Bridgestone wanted 
to spread the word. 


COMING Ol AGE 

Most Juniors take a while to find their feet when they move up into 
the Senior classes but not Matt and Jake Moss from Sussex Inlet on 
the NSW south coast. With their first two Senior races at the 2004 
Supercross masters, Matt and Jake both claimed podium positions in 
the Pro-Lites Class and finished the series in third and fifth respectively. 
An unusual aspect of their training regime was two hours of wrestling 
with their father each night to develop upper body strength and Matt 
admitted to breaking three of his Dad’s ribs accidentally. When asked 
who wanted to top the podium Jake replied: “I don’t really care who 
comes where, as long as it’s the Moss brothers on the top two steps.” 


MOTO COACH 

Honda dealer Team 
Moto announced 
its new name 
with the offer of 
a $200 voucher 
for coaching from 
Darren Smart and 
Peter Melton with 
every new bike sold, 
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Everyone had to start somewhere, what got you 
into bikes? 

I grew up in the Melbourne suburb of 
Fawkner, which was not very crowded in those 
days. My neighbour was riding speedway and 
we used to go and watch him and I caught the 
bike bug. My first bike was a BSA twin when I 
was 16, which was in 1957. We had a lot of 
unused ground to ride on as well as new roads 
being built. 

Did you follow the neighbour into speedway? 

No, I did an apprenticeship as a motor 
mechanic and then, in 1961, I joined the 
police force. There was no shortage of 
mechanics in those days and the police 
seemed to offer a better career path. That 
training as a mechanic has stood me in good 
stead whenever something goes wrong on the 
trail. I spent about five years riding police 
bikes and also worked with the Police 
Motorcycle Display Team performing at 
country shows and such. 

Those bikes would have been quite different to 
todays? 

For sure, they were road bikes. We started 
with BMWsthat had leading-link Earles forks 
and then went to Triumphs. They were 
Thunderbolts, which were similar to the 
Bonneville but with a single carb. 

You’ve no doubt seen a lot of changes in bikes. 

Certainly, I’ve seen the changes from the 
small shops, like Bert Floods early days, right 
up to the superstores of today. I was stationed 
near Bert’s shop and he would work all hours 
of the night, experimenting and fine tuning. 
Naturally enough, being a police officer, if I 
saw a light on late at night I would check up 
on it. I spent more than one night having a 
coffee and watching Bert back-cutting gears 
and doing all sorts of special work. Fie was a 
clever man. That was when he was known as a 
Bultaco specialist, in the days before he got 
involved with KTM. Fie got me riding a 
Bultaco and I rode them until 1975 then 
switched to Yamaha when the Monocross 
came out. There were some other well-known 
names that hung around Bert’s shop, such as 


Graham Smith and Kel Wearne. 

Did you compete on the Bultacos or just trailride? 

I did some racing in the Sunraysia and Hattah 
desert races and then, through the Victorian 
Police Motor Sports Club, I got involved in 
starting and running the Blue Light Ride in 
1975. I was involved with it until 2002 with a 
lot of help from my wife and the police club. 

That has certainly grown to become a big event, 
one of the “must do” rides in fact. 

It started as an enduro and became a series 
but we had a few run-ins with the ACU of 
Victoria because we sourced our own 
insurance, which was cheaper than they 
wanted to charge us and with better cover. 
Eventually we sorted it all out after they 
wanted to cancel a round at short notice and 
cancelled my competition licence in about 
1981. We changed the Blue Light to a trail 
bike rally and it’s just gone on from there. The 
biggest roll up we’ve had so far has been 
1298 riders, so the Blue Light is giving the 
riders what they want. 

When did you start Australian Trail Bike Tours? 

I started the company in 1985 with a mate, 


Trevor Day. I still run it today but limit the 
number of rides. I take about 150 people a 
year on rides and I offer rides of any length 
from one to five days. We do the Victorian 
High Country in the summer and the Sunset 
Desert country in the winter time. All the tours 
are fully accommodated, no camping. 

Does any particular trip stand out? 

A Japanese bike mag contacted me about a 
five-day tour and I planned a ride through the 
High Country, from Melbourne to Thredbo and 
back. All good riding and not too rushed. I 
then found out that they wanted to ride 
off-road from Melbourne to Ayers Rock in five 
days. It was a bit rushed but we did it and 
they went home happy. Yamaha supplied the 
bikes and they were left with a dealer in Alice 
Springs who sold them as “almost new”. 

Of all the bikes you’ve ridden, and I suppose that’s 
a lot, does any single machine stand out? 

Well I started on that old BSA then a DKW, 
followed by Bultaco and Yamaha, then I did 
some time on Honda, Suzuki and BMW before 
going back to Yamaha. Of all of them I’d put 
the BMW G450X (below) as a favourite after 
14,000 trouble free kilometres, all off-road. 
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THE NEW 


adbmag.coh.au 

IS HERE! 


THE NEW ADB WEBSITE FEATURES: 

• THE LATEST NEWS AS IT HAPPENS • BIKE TESTS 
• TECH ARTICLES • HOW TO’S • INTERVIEWS • RACING 

ALL AT THE CLICK OF A BUTTON 
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SUZUKI OR-Z2SO TRAIL TEST 
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SCOTT 

Takes a breather on 
near Townsville, Qld 
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REID KELLY 

Riding in the Hunter Valley 




* 

ST» 

v..> 





-■ • . ■ ■ . r;>? ; 

> i > ‘ifc 

‘ftMsffr&iWk IMW' V8W.h 

■t ,*\ t’-X& fl’fV ti ., r„ \ >. •':=•’ 


*> 




DOMOIMIQUE STEWART 

Getting some air time 


x\ 


m 


-v / 



CONGRATULATIONS JAVIER! YOU'VE WON A PAIR OF 100% RIDEFIT 
GLOVES VALUED AT $34.95 FROM OUR MATES AT SERCO, SERCO.COM. 
AU, (07) 3362 6600, FOR YOUR SLEEVELESS ACTION! 

To get your mug and machine in the pages of AOB, and for your chance to score a great prize 
send your pics to: 

“On Any Sunday,” Australasian Dirt Bike Magazine 

73 Atherton Road, Oakleigh, Vic 3166 

You can also email high-resolution images to adbmag@bauer-media.com.au. 

Please send copies of prints as we are unable to return your photos. 
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DIRECTORIES 

To promote your business, contact 


DALE JOHNSON Q) (02) 8114 9482 dale.johnson@bauertrader.com.au 
TODD ANDERSON QLD ® (07) 3245 5049 ^ todd@motormedia.com.au 




(fijHusqvama 


♦ Used by factory off-road/ 

MX TEAMS • HIGHEST CFM GAINS 
NO INACCURATE HAND PORTING 

• BETTER FUEL/ AIR DELIVERY 


www.powerflowheads.com 

P: (02) 4587 7557 | 02 4577 9892 

E: info@aplperformancebikes.com.au 1 18A Unit 2 Walker St, Sth Windsor NSW 2756 


Ml IS AND RECOMMEND 



AUSTRALIA'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION SERVICE 

SERVICE INCLUDES: 

• RIDER TO BIKE SETUP 

• INITIAL TRACK TEST TO ACCURATELY DETERMINE REQUIREMENT: 

• D/SSASSEMB^ REVALVE , , KEASSfMBir australis 

• FINAL TRACK TEST & ADJUST TO MAXIMISE PERFORMANCE ' ' ceUitre 



We guarantee improvement even if your bike 
has already been revalved by someone else 


www.shocktreatment.com.au 

Ph: ( 02)4773 9115 


SPRINGS • GOLD VALVES • BUSHES • SEALS • SHIMS 












APC 


ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLE SPECIALISTS 




RALLY STORE 


FACTORY AND 
AFTERMARKET ADV GEAR 
AND ACCESSORIES 

Simply find your model bike and then CLICK 


www.apcrallystore.com 


• APC RALLY EVENTS 


• MAPS 

Electronic and Paper 

Where to ride has always been our focus 


THE INDUSTRY’S BIGGEST DIRT BIKE CLASSIFIEDS 






THE INDUSTRY’S BIGGEST DIRT BIKE CLASSIFIEDS 



Northside Motorcycles Artarmon 


335 Pacific Hwy, Artarmon NSW 
(02) 9439-3549 F: (02) 9906 6814 
Emai cycleco@bigpond.net.au 

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 6pm; Sat 9am - 4pm 


www.northsidemotorcycles.cana 






Peak with 
goggles! 


283 Mulgoa Road, Penrith 
Ph: 02 4733 1733 

www.westernmotorcycles.com.au 


RST 

Adventure 2 
Jacket 


Shark Explorer 
Helmet Dual 
Sport Helmet 

«J r 1 1 1 r | II r* 

•jUlllLlliJ 

Price includes 1 helmet *itn 
both configuration options. 


Visor with drop 
down sunnies! 
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RST 

Adventure 2 
Pant 
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OHLINS 


Braking, acceleration, taking off and landing from jumps, stability and cornering, not to mention arm- 
pump and overall rider fatigue are all heavily influenced by the performance of your suspension. 
MPE will tailor-tune your suspension to your individual riding style and requirements to ensure you're 
getting the utmost performance out of your bike and yourself. 

^ Suspension Revolving, Servicing and Repairs / Fast Turnaround / Freight Australia Wide 
/ Race Tech Gold Valves and Springs / Fully Trained a ad Qualified Staff 

^ Suspension Lowering and Modifications / Set Ups used to Claim Numerous 

^ Suspension Enhancement for Motocross, Australian & State Titles 
Enduro, Trail, Supercross, Super Motard, / Guaranteed Improvements 
Dual Sport and Dirt Track ^ 15 Years Experience 
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MX Decals * Jersey Prints * Team Signage 
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give your mcrro-x 
BOOTS TO THE 
COBOL 


P: (03) 9329 0292 E: thecobblerslast@gmail.com 
256 Victoria St, North Melbourne 3051 
(Opp Victoria markets) 
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CHRISTJNI AWD 
MOTORCYCLES 


Genuine GasGas 
Enduro Parts 
Dyno & full workshop 
•fcTcilities available 

We cover all your parts 
and servicing equirements 


1-85 Hunter Lane, Hornsby NSW 2077 
(02) 9477 1443 spares@gasgasparts.com.au 
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MOUNTAIN SHADE 

Saves the Day* 


| at the Track 


MOUNTAIN 


Available now! 

| WlNHtes Ust MOUNTAIN SHADE! 


Agstra lan 
Standard 


When you buy cheap 

AND CHEEPFUL ... 
EXPECT IT TO 1ST YOU 
DOYYN. PONT PAY 
TWICE FOP YOUP 
MARQUEE. Get A 

Mountain Shape.' 


Available from Sire Shops and Authorised Dealers 

www. mountainshade.com.au 
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SALES@CLICKNRIDE.COH.AU 


www.clicknride.com.au 



SUSPENSION MODS 
SERVICING + REPAIRS 
SALES/SPARES 


Also available: Training trips & Las Vegas SX ride trips. 


Uimited 




Contact: Sales@racesocal.com 


EFI fuel pumps to suit 
Husaberg / Ktm / Husqvarna 

$135 including postage within aus. 

p 03 5779 1105 / 0418 127 916 
www.ogilviesroadautomotives.com.au 
6 Ogilvies Rd, Mansfield VIC 

Gateway to the high Country. 
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EHDURO loops 


JkMWHt jy lj 

,000 Acrerof 


S^^smotorbiki 

■Jt I 

pPEN*365-—- 
DAYS A YEAR 


p (07) 4161 2188 
2252 Manar Road, Boondooma Via PROSTON 
e manarpark@gmail.com 


T Manar Tourist Park 

www.manar.com.au 


IPG 22957 















p. 07 5475 4911 

w. ubergraphics.com.au 

e. graphics@ubergraphics.com.au 
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VORTEX ENGINtCONTROL 


ADJUSTABLE POWER 

" ' -mm 


Fuel Trim switches 
Map Selection switch 


“Need Directions to the first corner? 
Get a Vortex EFI Map” 

► Broader Power & throttle response 

► 10 Fuel & Ignition Maps developed with extensive 
dyno & track testing 

► Power options from Mild to Wild 

► Easy to use Fuel Trim switches in lo. Mid and Hi throttle bands 

► Features not available through manufacturers software tools 
■ Throttle enrichment 

-Alternate Rev Limits & styles 

- Fuel Injection Timing 

- Hi resolution Mapping 

► V-Booster for maximum spark energy 

► Improved starting sequences 

► Fault diagnostic flash codes 

► Dual Injector Capable 

► Launch Control & Db Assist Modes 

Also available 

► Handlebar Switch for dynamic map selection 

► ECU Software and USB Adaptor 

► X10 CDI for non EFI bikes & minis 

www.vortexcdi.com 

Dctifpcd tnd mAMfsctertd by ¥Mttx Pwfonntflct Pty.ltd ( Austri 
Pti: (03) 9761 7525 F*c (03) 9761 5750 MtoatWftMJU 


GEICO HONDA RACING 

Eli Tomac, Wil Hahn, Zach Osborne, Zach Bell, Justin Bogle 

ROCKSTAR KTM 

Davi Millsaps, Jason Anderson, Joey Savatgy 

BUD RACING KAWASAKI 

Valentin Teillet, Dylan Ferrandis, Meghan Rutlidge 

LEADING EDGE KAWASAKI 

Brett Metcalfe, Austin Politelli 

WEINEN MOTORSPORTS 

Chad Weinen, Thomas Brown, Bryan Vollmer, Jordon Dummett 

AMPRO YAMAHA RACING 

Jordon Ashburn, Josh Groem, Walker Fowler, Becca Sheets, 
Paul Whibley 

MULTITEK HONDA 

Kristian Whatley 

CDR YAMAHA 

Billy Mckenzie, JayMarmont 

MOTUL PERELLI SUZUKI 

Matt Moss 

MONSTER KAWASAKI 

Adam Monea, Jake Moss 

DUNCAN RACING (USA) 

Garrin Fuller, Levi Shirley 

TWO TWO MOTORSPORTS 

Chad Read 

CDR YAMAHA OFF ROAD 

Daniel Milner, Chris Hollis 

PENRITE HONDA 

Ben Townley, Cody Cooper, Josh Cacia 

SERCO YAMAHA 

Jay Wilson, Luke Clout 

MOTOREX KTM 

Wayde Carter, Toby Price, Ben Grabham, Ivan Long 

GHR HONDA 

Todd Smith & Jacob Smith 


ODES AUSTRALIA 


MCF250E 2014 $5290 inc 

2014 Odes MCF250E from $6 per day 
no deposit 10 minutes approvals* 


MCF450E 2014 $6390 inc 

2014 Odes MCF450E from $7 per day 
no deposit 10 minutes approvals* 


BOTH BIKES ARE 

ADR COMPLIED AND LAMS APPROVED 
2 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY 
FULL 6061 ALLOY FRAME 
(strong & lightweight) 

48mm TWIN CHAMBER FRONT FORKS 
(great handling) 

FITTED WITH TRICK 3M GRAPHIC KITS 
LED INDICATORS AND REAR TAIL LIGHT 

All products come with 2 years warranty 

Prices exclude dealer delivery & on road costs 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR BOTH 2501450 ODES ENDURO KITS INCLUDING: • Factory race pipe • Factory radiator 
guards and braces • Factory alloy bash plates • Factory alloy rear brake master cylinder guard • Factory billet 
triple clamp sets • Factory wheels with billet hubs and 7 series rims (18”, 19”, 21”) • Factory endure tail light 

ODES AUSTRALIA IS A PROUD MEMBER OF AQDA - ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, BOOTS & GLOVES WHEN RIDING *Based on 60month term.T’s & C’s apply 


Sales: 07 4613 0622 Service: 07 4613 0222 Email: outbackmotors@bigpoml.com.au Web: www.downunderdirtbikes.com 
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E VICTORIAN 
HIGH COUNTRY 

All inclusive tours: Accommodation, 
Guides, 4x4, All Meals & Fuel, 
Awesome Tracks! 


0412 587 011 


Ml J^ulln 


bullerbikeadventures.com.au 
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HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
LOSING YOUR TOOLS? 



If you ever have - KELLY BUMBAGS has 

what you need! / Top quality leather 
/ Choice of 8 colours 
/ Bastiased tod compartments 
efortubes 
Quck release heavy 
duty buckle 
✓ Acf ustable belt 
/ Velcro doares with 
cover flap for zpper 
/ Personalised name available 
/Ri 3 YEAR warranty 
DOES YOUR NYLON BUMBAGH 
AYE ALL THIS? 
WEBETITDOESNT! 


PHONE, FAX OR MAIL TO ■ KELLY ENDURO PRODUCTS 

PO BOX 7283 WILBERFORCE NSW 2756 
PH: (02) 4579 0169 FAX: (02) 4579 0193 
info@kellyenduroproducts.com.au 
www.kellyenduroproducts.com.au 





2015 HUSQVARNA RANGE HIRE NOW 

HIRE NOW! 

0 Husqvama' 

MOTORCYCLES 


Unit 2/18 Claude Boyd Parade, Sunshine Coast Industrial Park, Caloundra QLD 4551 
Tel: (07) 5437 0084 www.mpehusqvarna.com.au 












Kriega 

Military Spec 
Reservoir 


thickness. 
Twice 
tough 


$49 


0409 959 737 

www.kriega.com.au 



www.louee.net.au 

CALL (02) 6373 6416 or email louee@louee.net.au 



GGGGEEMA/V 


Wise RIPTION SPORTS (VfWiJUt SOLUTIONS 


STILL MESSING AROUND WITH YOUR 
GOOD PRESCRIPTION GLASSES? 

\\ ' / r 



Try the Goggleman Prescription Dirt Bike 
Adaptor with anti-fog technology, 
and enjoy your riding again.Jog free!! 





Ian Wightman's 

PR0-M0T0 SUSPENSION 


COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION SETUP FOR 
M0T0CR0SS, SUPERCROSS AND ENDURO 


IACI TICH 

' SPRINGS 

• REVALUES 

• GOLD VA1VIS 

• SERVICES 

• EMULATORS 

■ MOTOR EK OIL 

• BIKE / TRACK SETUP 


P.O. BOX 417 SINGLETON. NSW 2330 

PH: 02 6577 6177 OR: 0408 721 210 




Factor y. S pec Head Partin g an 
WtEPerforniancemtsl^i 


mm Y1250F nm 250 
C OF 250 Y1450F MTTM350 
COF450 0MI250 KTM450 


tustatiasHolFoirstoto CngiwPerbtmance Specialist 
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The Hell Team Trials Store 

The Hell Team are Australian Motorcycle and pushbike Trials specialists. 

We sell new Gas Gas. Scorpa. Mecatecno and JTG Trials Motorcycles 
and Inspired, Echo, Czar, Koxx and Zoo Trials cycles. 

We stock Trials Bikes, trials accessories, and trial parts from around the globe. 

... and second hand bikes of all makes 


lA/iA/tv. thehellteam.com 

os.8asa.Gaoo 


Everything Trials -street, freestyle , comp , kids... 



Less than 100 km from Brisbane and the Gold Coast 

Only Hloto Park in Australia to gain major funding 

from State Government and 8 local Councils 

Well groomed tracks and trails 

Camping, showers and toilets 

Online Bookings essential - www.qldmotopark.com.au 

JUNE/JULY HOLIDAYS 

We are open over the school holiday period between 21st June - 9th July 


[e: info@qldmotopark.com.au] [p (07) 5463 5015] 
[w www.qldmotopark.com.au] 


Don’t buy Junk, 
buy Australian and 
save $$$’s M 

www.quikshade.com.au isoo 6 7 s 932 




P: (02) 9873 6967 M: 0400 272 239 

www.lochmaree.com.au 


DIRT BIKERS BEST KEWSECRET! 

LOCHMAREETRAILPARK 


» 2300 acres of marked 
enduro trails. 

» Great accommodation 
at an affordable price. 
» No Rego or Licence 


» Located 50 minutes 
north of Goulburn or 
2 hours 45 minutes 
from Sydney. 



:: CYLINDER REPAIRS & CONVERSIONS :: 

PROVIDING AUSTRALIA'S BEST QUALITY & PRICES 
Ml >ToR|llkl>, JKT*kl\ SPLLD UO.VT* 

ALnilNIfM WELDING, UORING AND DLVMl'ND HONING 
Tt RN AR0TN1): HMD MM>S DAY* 

VARkVNTY; 3 MONTHS ( ONDITIONs APPLY 

25 I KRI^ER 01) 

NARaNOBA gi.li 4504 
I’ll 07 388 * 0256 

Vk I B II TfTdl M .Ml KESILfOM 



rLdc. the advantage 



03 5942 7933 

“The name says it all, why don’t you give us a call” 


No shady characters. 
Only cool cats... 

Buy Quikshade! ^ 

wL 

www.quikshade.com.au isoo 67 8 os; 











Get all the 
latest news & 
reviews first 



cimcn.com.au 



The new site utilises the magazine’s immense resources from around 
the world to ensure the latest news, test reviews, race results and tech 
articles are available at the click of a mouse. 

Visit amcn.com.au and check it out! Subscribe to our newsletter, too! 


Be the first in the know with our digital version of AMCN. 
Available on Apple, Android and Windows devices. 


1 Coogk 


nook 


□ Available on the 

App Store 




BIKE BUYERS GUIDE 


BIKE TYPE M Motocross EEnduro A Adventure T Trai I FFun ENGINE TYPE 2T Two-stroke 4T Four-stroke 


THE BACK END 




MDTDX5D 

The MotoX 50cc is the perfect birthday present for young kids who keep 
nagging their parents to buy them a bike. For the money, this little 
weapon is loaded with features. 


MotoX 50cc 

F 

4T 

550 

3 

B 

$599 

Fuse 150cc 

F 

4T 

820 

5 

B 

$1249 

Reign Bigfoot 160cc 

F 

4T 

840 

4 

B 

$1349 

FuryXR 250cc 

T 

4T 

900 

8 

B 

$1690 

Comp 2504V 

M 

4T 

940 

4 

B 

$2990 


Benelli 



benelli.com.au (03)9387 8827 


TREK 113D AMAZONAS 

Benelli’sTrek 1130 Amazonas is a more rugged version of the standard 
Trek and sports three-way adjustable wind protection, fully adjustable 
long-travel suspension and a 92kW, three-cylinder engine. 


Trek 11 30 Amazonas 


4T 


860 


22 



betamotor.com.au (03) 5439 6333 


BETA RR43D 

The RR430 is power-packed but, like most Beta machines, does not 
come on too fast. It builds comfortably, making it perfect for fast, 
flowing trails. 


RR250 

E 

2T 

930 

9.5 

P 

$10,690 

RR300 

E 

2T 

930 

9.5 

P 

$11,390 

RR350 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

1 

$12,090 

RR390 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

1 

$12,190 

RR430 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

P 

$12,390 

RR480 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

P 

$12,490 


FACTORY RIDE 

We take a look at Justin Brayton’s KTM 450 SX-F 


BMW 



bmwmotorrad.com.au 1800 813 299 


RI2DDGS ADVENTURE 

The R1200GS Adventure is BMW’s leading adventure bike and is 
made for long and extreme trips. No terrain is off limits for the 1200, 
with multiple riding modes available on demand. 


G 650 GS 

A 

4T 

780 

14 

1 

$9990 

G 650 GS Sertao 

A 

4T 

860 

14 

1 

$10,990 

F 700 GS 

A 

4T 

790 

16 

1 

$12,890 

F 800 GS 

A 

4T 

880 

16 

1 

$16,690 

F 800 GS Adventure (ABS) 

A 

4T 

890 

24 

1 

$18,650 

R 1200 GS '14 (liquid-cooled) 

A 

4T 

850 

20 

E 

$21,950 

R 1200 GS Adv (liquid-cooled) 

A 

4T 

890 

33 

E 

$24,550 


Braaap 



braaap.com.au 1300 272 227 


BRAAAP SILENT 

If noise was not an issue, imagine the places you could ride. Well, 
with the Braaap Silent electric motorcycle, you can do it. The Silent is 
loaded with cool features and has a 7kW, lOONm motor. 


Pro 50cc 

F 

4T 

550 

3.8 

B 

$1949 

Pro 88cc 

F 

4T 

685 

3.8 

B 

$2149 

Pro 125cc 

M 

4T 

770 

3.8 

B 

$2549 

Pro Classic 150cc 

M 

4T 

810 

3.8 

1 

$3149 

Pro Classic Bling 150cc 

M 

4T 

810 

3.8 

1 

$3649 

Maestro 150cc 

M 

4T 

810 

3.8 

P 

$4149 

Silent 

M 

E 

690 

- 

1 

$3999 


Cabra 


$19,690 



cobramotorcycle.com (03) 5345 2330 


CXB5 

Cobra’s CX65 is built to race and has received rave reviews in the 
USA. With a MXT ‘Smart Leg’ fork, Pro Circuit Works Pipe and a CARD 
piggyback, adjustable rear shock, the CX65 is sure to impress. 


CX50 King 

M 

2T 

680 

4.2 

1 

$5299 

CX65 

M 

2T 

762 

4.2 

1 

$6299 

Crossfire crossfiremotorcycles.com (< 

)2) 9822 8899 


CF25DL 

< If you are looking for a bike, but don’t want to fork out big bucks, 

then the CF250L is certainly one to look at. Crossfire has provided 
V|W WjJ a powerful 250cc 4T machine at a cheap price. 

CF70 

F 

4T 

549 

2.6 

B 

$1049 

CF125 

F 

4T 

770 

3 

B 

$1250 

CF140L 

F 

4T 

830 

3 

B 

$1399 

CF250 

F 

4T 

900 

5 

1 

$1849 

CF250L 

F 

4T 

920 

5 

1 

$1949 

XZ250R 

F 

4T 

920 

6.7 

1 

$2799 

XZ250RR 

F 

4T 

920 

6.7 

1 

$3799 























Husqvarna 


h usq varn a- motorcycl es . com . au 


EC300R (kick) E 2T 950 9.5 P $11,599 


SEAT HEIGHT Millimetres FUEL CAPACITY Litres RIDER LEVEL P Pro E Expert I Intermediate 


TZ 125 ES SDUDERIA 

The Fantic 125 Scuderia has a single-cylinder 2T engine with 
electronic ignition offering dual maps. Fantic is a lesser known 
brand but has some competitive models 


TZ 125 ES Scuderia E 2T 940 9.5 I $11,250 


TZ 250 ES Scuderia E 2T 934 9.6 P $12,950 


EC200R (kick start) E 2T 950 9.5 I $9999 


EC250 (electric start) E 2T 950 9.5 I $10,699 


EC250R (kick) E 2T 950 9.5 I $10,799 


EC300 (electric) E 2T 950 9.5 P $11,399 


EC2504T ( electric) E 4T 950 9.5 I $10,699 

EC4504T (electric) E 4T 950 9.5 I $11,995 


FE45D 

The FE450 is a dirt weapon that delivers on the company's rich 
history of enduro racing. The KTM-owned brand distinguishes this 


bike from its own EXC version by fitting linkage rea 


suspension. 


TZ 300 ES Scuderia E 2T 934 9.6 P $13,450 


EC30DR 

The EC300R is stable and light while producing excellent traction. With 
aggressive-looking graphics, the EC300R is sure to stand out on the trails 
as well. Stay tuned for more info on the four-stroke models. 


TC 85 SW 

M 

2T 

855 

5 1 

$7495 

TC 85 BW 

M 

2T 

890 

5 1 

$7495 

TC 125 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 1 

$9995 

TC 250 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 1 

$10,995 

FC 250 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$10,995 

FC 350 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$11,695 

FC 450 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$11,995 

TE 125 

E 

2T 

960 

11 1 

$10,995 

TE 250 

E 

2T 

960 

11 1 

$12,495 

TE 300 

E 

2T 

960 

11 

P 

$13,495 

FE 350 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 1 

$13,995 

FE450 

E 

4T 

970 

9 

P 

$14,295 

FE 501 

E 

4T 

970 

9 

P 

$14,495 


CRF230F 

The CRF230F is perfect for people who just want to trailride. With 
user-friendly power, a comfortable seat and a lightweight frame, the 
230F is a bike that anyone can ride and enjoy. 


CRF50F 


$1899 


CRF110F 


$2999 


CRF150R 


$6499 


CRF100F 


$3599 


CRF125F 


$3499 


CRF125FB 


$3899 


CRF150F 


$5099 


CRF150RB 


$6849 


CRF230F 


$5749 


CRF250L 


$5699 


CRF250R 


$10,299 


CRF450R 


$11,299 


CRF250X 


$10,690 


CRF450X 


$11,590 


CB500X 


$7599 


VFR800X Crossrunner A 4T 815 20.8 I $14,499 


21.5 E $17,499 
*+$1000 for OCT version 


VFR1200X Crosstourer* A 4T 850 


READER'S RIDE 

Check out Taylor Potter’s CRF250R! 


Fantic 


fanticmotor.com.au (07)3294 7700 


Gas Gas 


gasgasaustralia.com.au (02) 4648 3366 


Handa 


hondamotorcycles.com.au 1300 146 632 


ACTION SPORT CAMERAS 


WWW.CONTOURAUSTRALIA.COM.AU 


PH 1800 722 041 
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BIKE TYPE M Motocross E Enduro AAdventure T Trai I FFun ENGINE TYPE 2T Two stroke 4T Four stroke 









250 EXC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

1 $ 12,995 

Kawasaki 

kawasaki mm ai i i(\9\ QfifU 



300 EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

P 

$ 12,995 








350 EXC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

p 

$13,495 


KLX45DR 














350XC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

P 

$12,495 


Taking key components from the successful KX450F and 


450 EXC 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

P 

$13,795 

C *-**"^j 

auapuug mem mr ui i-ruau numg, r\awasam pruuuces mis 

Kl YAFDR ac itc AFflrr fmir-ctml/P anHiirn nfforina 

500 EXC 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

P 

$13,995 








690 Enduro R 

A 

4T 

935 

12 

1 $14,395 

KLX110 

F 

4T 

680 

3.8 

B 

$2999 

1190 Adventure 

A 

4T 

875 

23 

E 

$19,995 

KLX110L 

F 

4T 

730 

3.8 

B 

$3199 

1190 Adventure (EDS) 

A 

4T 

890 

23 

E 

$22,995 

KLX140 

F 

4T 

780 

5.8 

B 

$4799 

1190 Adventure R 

A 

4T 

890 

23 

E 

$22,995 

KLX140L 

F 

4T 

800 

5.8 

B 

$5199 

Freeride 350 

T 

4T 

895 

5.5 

1 

$19,995 

KLX150L 

T 

4T 

875 

7 

B 

54099 







KLX250S 

T 

4T 

890 

7.7 

B 

$6299 

1 ii n 







KX65 

M 

2T 

760 

3.8 

1 

$5399 

H IVIQtO UUZZI motoguzzi.com.au 

(02) 9772 2666 



KX85 

M 

2T 

840 

5.5 

1 

$6199 


ctci i/m innn q\i kity 




KX85II 

M 

2T 

870 

5.5 

1 

$6699 ^04 

lIILLVIL 

1 ILUU uv 

111 A 




KX250F 

M 

4T 

945 

6.1 

1 

. i ne ^xeivio izuu esv nia is ivioio uuzzi s eniry in me izuucc 

KX450F 

M 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$10,999 


auvcniuic niairxci. me oiciviu nao a |juvvci iui v-ivvin engine, nuo, 

Irartinn rnntrnl an H a full ratalnmio nt arroccnrioc 

KLX450R 

E 

4T 

935 

8 

P 

$10,999 



IUII DULUIU 

5UO 1 uuuu 



KLR650 New Edition 

T 

890 

22.1 

1 


$8099 

Stelvio 1200 8VNTX 

A 

4T 

820 

32 

E 

$21,999 


KTM 


ktm.com.au 1800 644 771 



The 500 EXC is one of the most powerful standard production 
enduro racing motorcycles available on the market, just ask Toby 
Price. 


50 SX Mini 

M 

2T 

530 

2 

1 

$3995 

50 SX 

M 

2T 

650 

2.3 

1 

$4795 

65 SX 

M 

2T 

750 

3.5 

1 

$6295 

85 SX small wheel 

M 

2T 

865 

5.1 

1 

$7495 

85 SX big wheel 

M 

2T 

865 

5.1 

1 

$7495 

125 SX (150 to order only) 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

1 

$9995 

250 SX 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$10,995 

250SX-F 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

1 

$10,995 

350SX-F 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$11,695 

450SX-F 

M 

4T 

985 

7.5 

P 

$11,995 

200 EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

1 

$10,995 

250 EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

P 

$11,995 



Suzuki’s 2015 RMX450Z will soon be in 
showrooms. The ADR-approved off-roader is 
based on the championship-winning RM-Z450 


downunderdirtbikes.com (07) 4613 0622 



MCF25DE 

The Odes MCF250E is a trailbike that is ADR compliant. It 
features all the goodies from the 450 but with a powerful liquid- 
cooled 250cc engine. 

MCF50KB 

F 

4T 

575 

3 

B 

$925 

MCF185TB 

F 

4T 

790 

10 

B 

$2890 

MCF225FB-2 

F 

4T 

895 

12 

B 

$3300 

MCF250E 

T 

4T 

960 

8 

B 

$5290 

MCF450E 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$5390 


Dssa 


ossamotorcycles.com.au (02) 6248 0229 



EXPLDRER *The ADR version will retail for $8990 

Featuring the same reverse-cylinder, direct-injection two-stroke 
engine seen on Ossa’s TR280i trials bike, the Explorer blends 
enduro and trials sensibilities into one nimble package. 


Explorer 

T 2T 820 8.6 

P 

$7990* 

ShercQ 

sherco.com.au (03) 8363 1600 




300 SE-R 

The 2015 Sherco 300 SE-R is sure to be a hit with those looking 
for something that is not orange, yellow or red. The 300cc two- 
stoke engine packs a serious punch. 


250 SE-R 

E 

2T 

950 

8.5 

1 

$11,590 

300 SE-R 

E 

2T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$11,990 

250 SEF-iR 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

1 

$12,290 

300 SEF-iR 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$12,690 
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■ 


1 

anineray zuma.com.au ( 02)42859400 

■ 

Triump 

11 triumphmotorcycles.com.au (03) 9381 9765 



XY25DGY-2 MX 

The XY250GY-2 MX leads the charge for Shineray in the 
motocross market. It is based around the proven Honda AX1 
engine and has fully adjustable suspension. 


Scrambler XY150GY 

F 

4T 

840 

5.8 

B 

$2299 

XY250GY-2 MX 

M 

4T 

980 

8 

B 

$2999 

XY250GY-2 Enduro 

T 

4T 

980 

8 

B 

$4199 


Suzuki 


suzukimotorcycles.com.au (03) 9931 0500 



DR-Z400E 

Described as the Clark Kent of trail bikes, Suzuki's DR-Z400E is a 
low-cost and low-fuss motorcycle, but it will perform like Superman 
is you decide to give the throttle a good twist. 


DR-Z70 

F 

4T 

560 

3 

B 

$2390 

DR-Z125 

F 

4T 

775 

4.8 

B 

$3690 

DR-Z125L 

F 

4T 

805 

4.8 

B 

$4390 

DR-Z250 

T 

4T 

880 

10.5 

B 

$6990 

DR-Z400E 

T 

4T 

935 

10 

1 

$7990 

DR-Z400S 

T 

4T 

935 

10 

1 

$7990 

DR650SE 

T 

4T 

865 

13 

1 

$8090 

JR80 

F 

2T 

685 

4.1 

B 

$2590 

RM85 

M 

2T 

850 

5 

1 

$4990 

RM85L 

M 

2T 

875 

5 

1 

$5490 

RM-Z250 

M 

4T 

955 

6.5 

1 

$9990 

RM-Z450 

M 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$10,990 

RMX450Z 

E 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$12,490 

V-Strom 650 ABS 

A 

4T 

835 

20 

1 

$11,290 

V-Strom 1000 ABS 

A 

4T 

850 

20 

1 

$15,490 




MX 85 

The 2015 TM 85 MX features a revised ignition program and a 
new Keihin 28mm carburettor with revised intake manifold for a 
wider spread of power. 


MX 85 

M 

2T 

880 

6.5 

1 

$7350 

MX 125 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$9890 

MX 144 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$9999 

MX 250 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$10,399 

MX 250 Fi 

M 

4T 

950 

10 

1 

$11,990 

MX 300 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$10,599 

MX 450 Fi 

M 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$12,890 

EN 125 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$10,499 

EN 144 (not ADR compliant) 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$10,699 

EN 250 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$11,499 

EN 250 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

1 

$13,090 

EN 300 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$11,899 

EN 450 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$13,790 

EN 530 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$13,499 


TIGER 8DDXCABS 

The 800 XC builds on the Tiger 800 and gets extra equipment 
that allows it to keep going when the tarmac stops. The bike also 
has ABS, meaning that it is big on safety as well. 


Tiger 800 ABS A 

4T 

845 

19 

1 $13,890 

Tiger 800 XC A 

4T 

845 

19 

1 $15,990 

Tiger Explorer ABS A 

4T 

837 

20 

1 $20,490 

Tiger Explorer ABS wire wheels A 

4T 

837 

20 

E $20,990 



Yamaha 


yamaha-motor.com.au (02) 9757 ooi 1 



WR45DF 

Yamaha's WR450F is a clear winner on the sales charts. It may not 
be as slim, fit and agile as some of its peers, but it's a big seller 
because it can do it all. Dirt bike riders love it, and for good reason. 


PW50 

F 

2T 

485 

2 

B 

$1799 

PW80 

F 

2T 

635 

5 

B 

$2299 

TT-R50E 

F 

4T 

555 

3 

B 

$1999 

TT-R110E 

F 

4T 

670 

4 

B 

$3599 

TT-R110LWE 

F 

4T 

805 

6 

B 

$5199 

TT-R125E 

F 

4T 

775 

6 

B 

$4799 

TT-R230 

F 

4T 

870 

8 

B 

$5599 

TT-R230A 

F 

4T 

870 

8 

B 

$6299 

TT-R250 

T 

4T 

910 

10 

B 

$7299 

YZ85 

M 

2T 

864 

5 

1 

$5899 

YZ85LW 

M 

2T 

904 

5 

1 

$6399 

YZ125 

M 

2T 

973 

8 

1 

$8699 

YZ250 

M 

2T 

976 

8 

P 

$9999 

YZ250F 

M 

4T 

965 

6.4 

1 

$10,999 

YZ250FSE 

M 

4T 

965 

6.4 

1 

$11,099 

YZ450F 

M 

4T 

965 

6 

P 

$11,999 

YZ450FSE 

M 

4T 

965 

6 

P 

$12,099 

WR250F 

E 

4T 

965 

7.5 

1 

$11,999 

WR450F 

E 

4T 

960 

7.2 

1 

$12,999 

WR250R 

A 

4T 

930 

8 

B 

$7999 

XT250 

T 

4T 

810 

10 

B 

$6299 

XT660R 

A 

4T 

865 

15 

1 

$11,499 

XT660Z Tenere 

A 

4T 

865 

23 

1 

$13,999 

XT1200Z Super Tenere 

A 

4T 

845 

23 

E 

$19,990 

Super Tenere Outback Edition 

A 

4T 

845 

23 

E 

$21,990 


Zuma 


zuma.com.au (02) 4285 9400 



ZUMA TUG 

Aimed at 8 to 13-year-old riders, Zuma’s T1 10 features electric 
start (with back-up lever) and an easy-to-use semi-automatic 
transmission. The bike also comes with a three-month warranty. 


ZRF70 Pro Junior 

F 

4T 

585 

3 

B 

$898 

Zuma T110 

F 

4T 

680 

3 

B 

$1098 

KTX125cc 

F 

4T 

805 

3 

B 

$1198 


Prices are manufacturers’ list prices and include GST, but exclude on-road costs and dealer delivery. All 
prices were correct at time of going to print and are subject to change without notice. To contact ADB 
about this list, please email adbmag@bauertrader.com.au. 
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PRIVACY NOTICE This issue of Australasian Dirt Bike Magazine s published by Bauer Media Pty Ltd (Bauer). Bauer may use and disclose your information in accordance with our Privacy Policy, including to provide you with your requested products or services and to keep you informed of other 
Bauer publications, products, services and events. Our Privacy Policy is located at www.bauer-media.com.au/privacy/That policy also sets out on how you can access or correct your personal information and lodge a complaint. Bauer may disclose your personal information offshore to its 
owners, joint venture partners, service providers and agents located throughout the world, including in New Zealand, USA, the Philippines and the European Union. In addition, this issue may contain Reader Offers, being offers, competitions or surveys. Reader Offers may require you to provide 
personal information to enter or to take part. Personal information collected for Reader Offers may be disclosed by us to service providers assisting Bauer in the conduct of the Reader Offer and to other organisations providing special prizes or offers that are part of the Reader Offer. An opt-out 
choice is provided with a Reader Offer. Unless you exercise that opt-out choice, personal information collected for Reader Offers may also be disclosed by us to other organisations for use by them to inform you about other products, services or events or to give to other organisations that may 
use this information for this purpose. If you require further information, please contact Bauer’s Privacy Officer either by email at privacyofficer@bauer-media.com.au or mail at Privacy Officer Bauer Media Pty Ltd, 54 Park Street, Sydney NSW 2000. We are all about putting our bodies on the line 
at ADB HQ. So that’s how it was when our staff writer, who goes by ‘Kevin 07’, ‘Dyldo’, ‘Cruddy’, ‘Rudmeister and ‘Dylan Ruddy’, donned his Lycra for the KTM MTB/road bike photoshoot contained in these pages after 12 months of being strapped behind a desk. [ADB apologises for any offense 
caused by these images) It all came to a traumatic climax when the Rudmudmeister presented himself for the “before” cardio fitness test to see just how out of shape he really had become. Apparently the flash flood in Melbourne that day wasn't rain. In his defense, what Cruddy lacked in 
fitness certainly didn’t reflect in his commitment to the cause. ADB FMX Editor Steve Sommerfeld has demonstrated similar commitment by racing across Europe cooking up a freshly broken foot with a side of haematoma on his arse, and proceeded to continue driving (with medical assistance) 
the rental Mercedes-Benz Sprinter after his partner in crime, Rachael, baulked at the idea of driving on the righthand side of the road for the first time in such a large vehicle. 






FROM THE FACTORY 

TO THE RACETRACK 

RACE PROVEN A DEVELOPER 


FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

& FOLLOW US ON [NSTAERAM 
FOB THE LATEST NEWS 





CROSS 

pnwrn 


CRQ55 

POWER 


CROSS POWER 4T Avarfabkm 10W50& 10W60 
100% symhefk race (kvrtoped A proven muti Ester and PAO tectmdogy 


COOLAN 

M5.0 


QUICK 

CLEANER 


Oil of Switzerland 


AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOB MOTORCYCLE STORES. 





PERFORMANCE 


•Lightest Sealed Ring 
Chain On The Market 

•20% Longer Wear Life 
Over RK KZU Chain 

•Teflon UW-Ring 
Provides No Power 
Loss With Amazing 
Lube Retention 

•Ideal For MX Race 
Application 125-500cc 


Photo By: Kam Williams 
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